
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Haryana Government launches ‘Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojana’ for vegetable 
growers. 

 Assam Gets Rs 1,250 Cr Central Fund for Inland Water Transport. 
 Canal-top solar plant to be commissioned in Kochi Airport. 
 Arunachal Pradesh Declared Open Defecation Free. 
 Israel Withdraws from UNESCO. 
 Nepal bans Solo Climbing on Mount Everest. 
 IDBI Bank Gets Rs. 2,729 Crore from Government. 
 Soil Health Cards help save urea usage 10%. 
 NC Goel appointed as new Chief Secretary of Rajasthan. 
 Vinay Sahasrabuddhe Named ICCR Chief. 
 Indian golfer Shiv Kapur wins Royal Cup at Pattay. 

 The Haryana government has launched ‘Bhavantar Bharpayee 
Yojana’ assuring farmers of fair prices for their produce and emphasising on 
diversification of crops. 

 A separate fund will be constituted by the state government for this scheme. 
 The state government would compensate the difference in price when prices 

in the market will go below the mentioned prices. 
 The farmers should get themselves registered on Bhavantar Bharpayee 

website or in the office of Haryana State Agricultural Marketing Board. 
 Union Minister Nitin Gadkari announced that Rs. 1,250 crores have been 

sanctioned for overall development of inland water transport of Assam. 
 The State water resources department to involve a foreign consultant, if 

required, for preparing the Detailed Project Report (DPR) within three 
months. 

 Infrastructural development will also be brought about at the terminals at 
Bogibeel, Nematighat, Kamalabari, Silghat, Jogighopa, Silchar, Dhubri and 
Pandu. 

 In August 2015, the Cochin International Airport Ltd, commissioned its 
12 MW solar power plant, becoming the world’s first airport to meet all of its 
electricity requirements from solar. 

 In November, 4.5 MW of the canal-top project was commissioned and the rest 
will be commissioned any time now, according to P Jose Thomas, General 
Manager, CIAL. 

 The project is one of the larger canal-top projects in the country built for CIAL 
by Bosch Energy and Building Solutions, a part of Bosch India, for 6.25 crore 
an MW. 

 Arunachal Pradesh has been declared open defecation free ahead of the 
national deadline of October 2, 2019. 

 The milestone was achieved after the state announced an incentive of Rs 
8,000 in addition to the Rs 12,000-grant provided by the Centre for building 
toilets. 

 Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Haryana were 
declared open defecation free states in October 2017 

 Israel has filed notice to withdraw from the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) alongside the United 
States. 

 Israel has blasted UNESCO in recent years over the organisation’s criticism of 
Israel’s occupation of East Jerusalem and its decision to grant full 
membership to Palestine in 2011. 
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 Israel was the member of UNESCO since 1949. Both Israel and the US have 
filed its own withdrawal notice in October 2017. 

 Nepal has banned solo climbers from scaling its mountains, including Mount 
Everest, in a bid to reduce accidents. 

 The new safety regulations also prohibit double amputee and blind climbers 
from attempting to reach the summit of the world’s highest peak without a 
valid medical certificate. 

 World-renowned Swiss climber Ueli Steck, who is known as the Swiss 
Machine, also died during a solo climb to a peak neighbouring Everest. 

 Avtar Singh Cheema was the first Indian to climb Mount Everest 
successfully. 

 Public sector IDBI Bank has received the capital infusion of Rs 2,729 
crore from the government of India. 

 The government had unveiled a Rs 2.11 lakh crore two-year roadmap for 
strengthening NPA-hit public sector banks earlier in Oct2017. 

 The help includes re-capitalisation bonds, budgetary support, and equity 
dilution. The stock of the bank closed 0.83% down at Rs 59.85 on the BSE. 

 Around 10 crore soil health cards have issued till now, to save the use of urea 
by 8-10 percent as said by Union Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan 
Singh. 

 This also led to increases in productivity of cultivable land, he said while 
addressing 117th Annual General Meeting of Bharat Chamber of Commerce. 

 Senior IAS officer N C Goel was appointed the new Chief Secretary of 
Rajasthan. 

 Goel, a 1982-batch IAS officer, earlier held the charge of Additional Chief 
Secretary of Forest and Environment, Tourism, Art and Culture Department, 
Mines and Petroleum departments. 

 National vice-president of the BJP, Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, who is also the 
member of Rajya Sabha takes the appointment as the President of Indian 
Council of Cultural Relations. 

 He will replace Lokesh Chandra, who had appointed by the NDA government 
in October 2014 and has completed his three-year term. 

 Indian golfer Shiv Kapur won the Royal Cup at Pattaya, which is his third 
Asian Tour title of 2017. 

 Kapur first won on Asian Tour in his debut season in December 2005. 
 Kapur, the only multiple winner on Asian Tour this year, is also the 

only Indian to have won three times on Asian Tour. 
 Now he has won three times in eight months. 
 Govt to set up Centre on Brahmaputra studies at IIT-Guwahati. 
 Mumbai-Delhi Rajdhani Express to get a makeover by March end. 
 The two-plus-two dialogue between India and US to begin in April. 
 CM Yogi to lay the foundation of the 660MW plant at Panki. 
 India, Pakistan exchange list of nuclear installations. 
 Telangana starts free, 24-hour power supply to farmers. 
 Saudi and UAE introduce VAT in a first for the Gulf. 
 China develops underwater surveillance networks in the Indian Ocean, South 

China Sea. 
 ONGC makes significant oil, gas discovery in the Arabian Sea. 
 Govt appoints Vijay Keshav Gokhale as foreign secretary. 
 NASA to build robotic satellites to reduce space pollution. 
 Astronauts identify unknown microbes in space for the first time. 
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 Silva signs for Leicester to end the long-running saga. 
 Vidarbha lifts maiden Ranji Trophy title after beating Delhi. 
 A high-powered panel of the Brahmaputra Board has approved Rs 237 crore 

project for the protection of Majuli Island in Assam from flood and erosion. 
 The Centre for Brahmaputra studies will cover multi-disciplinary aspects of 

hydrology, environment, inland waterways, agriculture and sociology. 
 Majuli Island, with an area of 524.29 sq km, is the world’s largest river 

island. 
 After refurbishing the rakes of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad Shatabdi 

Express, Western Railway (WR) has announced the makeover of all five 
rakes of the Mumbai-Delhi Rajdhani Express by the end of March. 

 The refurbishment of the Rajdhani and Shatabdi Express trains on 14 and 15 
routes respectively, is being undertaken under ‘Project Swarn. 

 The WR has spent Rs50 lakh on each rake. Railway officials said that they will 
install CCTV cameras in five coaches of the Rajdhani Express. 

 The first so-called two-plus-two dialogue between India and the US will be 
held in April, and Pakistan, Afghanistan, an alternative to China’s One Belt 
One Road (OBOR) plan. 

 The countries will discuss the ramifications of UN-designated global terrorist 
Hafiz Saeed’s entry into Pakistani politics despite a $10 million bounty. 

 External affairs minister Sushma Swaraj and defence minister 
Nirmala Sitharamanwill meet for a day with their counterparts in the US, 
secretary of state Rex Tillerson and defence secretary James Mattis on April 
18 or April 19. 

 The UP government is planning a power packed start to the New Year by 
deciding to gift a brand new super-critical 660 MW power unit at Panki in 
Kanpur. 

 State energy department said that chief minister Aditya Nath Yogi is 
likely to lay the foundation stone of the new unit in January. 

 The 660 MW plant would be the first state-owned power unit to be installed 
by BJP government almost 10 months after it stormed to power in March 
2017. 

 India and Pakistan exchanged, through diplomatic channels simultaneously at 
New Delhi and Islamabad, the list of nuclear installations. 

 According to an external affairs ministry release, the two sides exchanged the 
list under the Agreement on the Prohibition of Attack against Nuclear 
installations between India and Pakistan. 

 The agreement, which was signed on December 31, 1988, and entered into 
force on January 27, 1991. 

 The Telangana government launched a round-the-clock power supply to the 
state’s 2.3 million farmers free of cost. 

 Transmission Corporation of Telangana Ltd’s chairperson and managing 
director D Prabhakar Rao and Southern Discom MD Raghuma Reddy 
formally launched the scheme at Pothaipalli village of Shamirpet Mandal. 

 Telangana chief minister K Chandrasekhar Rao described the 24X7 
agriculture power supply as a New Year’s gift for the farmers of the state. 

 The United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia have introduced value-
added tax from Monday, a first for the Gulf which has long prided itself on its 
tax-free, cradle-to-grave welfare system. 

 Saudi Arabia compounded the New Year blow for motorists with an 
unannounced hike of up to 127% in petrol prices. 
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 The 5% sales tax applies to most goods and services and analysts project that 
the two governments could raise as much as $21 billion in 2018. 

 China has developed a new underwater surveillance network to help its 
submarines get a stronger lock on targets while protecting the nation. 

 The system, which has already been launched, works by gathering information 
about the underwater environment, particularly water temperature and 
salinity. 

 The Chinese system is based on a network of platforms that gather data from 
the South China Sea, and the Western Pacific and Indian oceans. 

 State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) has made a significant 
oil and gas discovery to the west of its prime Mumbai High fields in the 
Arabian Sea. 

 Oil minister Dharmendra Pradhan said the discovery was made in the well 
WO-24-3 drilled west of Mumbai High fields. 

 The discovery has indicated potential in-place reserves of about 29.74 million 
tonnes of oil and oil equivalent gas. 

 Senior diplomat Vijay Keshav Gokhale on Monday took the 
appointment as foreign secretary for a two-year fixed term. 

 Gokhale, a 1981 batch officer of the Indian Foreign Service (IFS), was India’s 
envoy to China. 

 Jaishankar was appointed foreign secretary on January 29, 2015, for two 
years. He was given a one-year extension in January last year. 

 US government body Defence Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(Darpa) and NASA have teamed up to build robotic technology that can 
refuel and repair friendly satellites. 

 Service stations in orbit name given to these robotic satellites would not only 
refuel satellites but also drastically improve their longevity and lifespan. 

 According to a report in Futurism, the robots could fix minor maintenance 
issue keeping up with current orbiters as they age and sustain damage. 

 Astronauts aboard the International Space Station (ISS) have for the 
first time identified microbes in space without having to samples back to 
Earth for tests. 

 NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson conducted the experiment aboard the orbiting 
laboratory, with NASA microbiologist. 

 Portugal midfielder Adrien Silva has completed his move to Premier 
League side Leicester City. 

 The 28-year-old capped 20 times and a member of the Portugal side that won 
Euro 2016 have had to wait four months to complete the £22 million transfer 
from Sporting Lisbon. 

 Vidarbha won their maiden Ranji Trophy title by beating Delhi by nine 
wickets in the final in Indore. 

 Ranji Team Vidarbha had to chase a target of 29 to lift their maiden Ranji 
Trophy title. 

 This was Jaffer’s 9th Ranji Trophy final and he’s ended up on the winning side 
every time. 

 Amit Shah’s maiden speech in Parliament likely to be on GST. 
 

 Maneka Gandhi launches NARI, one portal for all schemes for women. 
 

 Sushma Swaraj to visit Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore. 
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 Parliament passes Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code Amendment Bill. 
 

 Surat first to have CCTV cameras in courtrooms. 
 

 Iran reopens all border posts with Iraqi Kurdistan. 
 

 China to invest $1 billion in mega Sri Lanka project. 
 

 Samsung will lead premium TV shipments in 2018. 
 

 Apple could buy Netflix rather than launch streaming service, say Citi 
analysts. 
 

 AB Mathur takes the appointment as interlocutor for talks with ULFA. 
 

 Former RAW chief Rajinder Khanna appointed deputy NSA. 
 

 Bitcoin marketplace NiceHash CEO resigns. 
 

 Diego Costa returns to Atletico Madrid bearing high expectations. 
 BJP chief Amit Shah is likely to deliver his maiden speech in Parliament 

today. 
 He will deliver when the Rajya Sabha debates a GST bill, which was passed by 

the Lok Sabha last week. 
 GST legislation seeks to replace an ordinance issued in September to give 

effect to certain decisions of the GST Council. 
 Shah had made his maiden entry to Parliament during the session as a Rajya 

Sabha member. 
 Union Minister for Women and Child Development Maneka 

Gandhi launched a web portal, NARI. 
 It will provide information on all government schemes for women. 
 Users can log on to www.nari.nic.in to access information on different 

programmes offered by various state governments as well as the Centre. 
 The NARI portal carries details on 350 different schemes for women and will 

be updated from time to time. 
 The minister said the government will initiate a trial run of mobile phones 

with a panic button from January 26 in Uttar Pradesh. 
 As India marks 25 years of its partnership with Asean external affairs 

minister Sushma Swaraj will visit Thailand, Indonesia and Singapore 
from January 4-8. 

 Sushma Swaraj will visit Thailand during the course she will hold a meeting 
with Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs Don Pramudwinai. 

 During her Indonesia visit, Sushma Swaraj will co-chair the fifth meeting of 
the India-Indonesia Joint Commission with her Indonesian counterpart Retno 
Marsudi. 

 Finance minister Arun Jaitley said the government has entered into an 
unchartered territory as far as bankruptcy and insolvency Code. 

 The objective of the bill is to allow creditors to move to the National Company 
Law Tribunal (NCLT) in case of insolvency. 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017 Bill was 
passed by the Lok Sabha last week. 
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 The lower and districts courts of Surat have become the first in the state to 
install closed-circuit television cameras inside the courtrooms. 

 A total of 57 cameras have been installed which became operational from 
Tuesday. 

 A bench of Justice A K Goel and Justice U U Lalit had said that 
installation of CCTV cameras in the courts would be of larger public interest, 
discipline and security. 

 Iran reopened the last two border posts with Iraqi Kurdistan that it closed 
in response to an independence vote rejected by Baghdad and neighbouring 
countries. 

 A Kurdish spokesman at Parwezkhan confirmed the post had reopened 
officially after receiving a mail from the Iranian side. 

 Iran first announced on December 18 the reopening of all its border posts with 
Iraqi Kurdistan, without setting a specific date. 

 China will invest $1 billion in the construction of three 60-storey buildings at 
a mega-project near Sri Lanka’s main port, Colombo. 

 The deal follows an earlier Chinese investment of $1.4 billion to carry out 
reclamation work for the wider Colombo International Financial City 
development. 

 Sri Lankan officials said 60 percent of the 269-hectare reclamation, due to 
finish next year complete with the yacht marina, had already been completed. 

 The global market for premium televisions sized 75-inches and above is set to 
rise sharply in 2018, led by South Korean tech 
major Samsung Electronics Co. 

 According to the data by industry tracker, the global sales of such televisions 
was anticipated to reach 1.69 million units in 2018. 

 Samsung is estimated to have sold 151,800 units of TVs in the third quarter, 
followed by Japan-based Sony Corp with 79,700 units. 

 Analysts think Apple could buy Netflix rather than open its own video 
streaming service, as the company has lots of cash. 

 According to Citi analysts, Jim Suva and Asiya Merchant, there is a 40 percent 
likelihood that Apple will acquire Netflix. 

 Under the new taxing rules, the tech giant will be able to repatriate about 
$220 billion in cash to the US. 

 The Centre announced the appointment of AB Mathur as the interlocutor 
on their behalf to hold talks with the United Liberation Front of Assam 
(ULFA). 

 The 1975-batch IPS officer, Mathur served as the former special secretary of 
the Research and Analysis Wing. 

 ULFA is a separatist outfit operating in Assam for the indigenous Assamese 
and seeks to establish a sovereign Assam with an armed struggle in the Assam 
conflict. 

 Rajinder Khanna, a former chief of the country’s external intelligence 
agency RAW, was appointed as the Deputy National Security Adviser 
(NSA). 

 He headed the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) from December 2014 for a 
fixed two-year period. 

 Khanna is at present Officer on Special Duty (Neighbourhood Studies) in 
the National Security Council Secretariat. 

 Marko Kobal the co-founder of Slovenian Cryptocurrency mining market 
NiceHash has stepped down as the company’s CEO. 
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 The marketplace has appointed Zdravko Poljasevic as the new CEO who did 
not previously have a position at the company. 

 In December, the marketplace announced that hackers wiped out its entire 
Bitcoin wallet, resulting in a loss of $63 million. 

 The expectations are high in the Spanish capital that Diego Costa can again 
make Atletico a title winner. 

 Costa helped the team win the 2013 Copa del Rey to win the competition in 
the last 13 years. 

 Costa also led Atletico to the first of two Champions League finals in the last 
four years. 

 Union minister Hardeep Puri files Rajya Sabha nomination from Uttar 
Pradesh. 
 

 Isro is working on a design of Small Satellite Launch Vehicle. 
 

 Cabinet approves Zojila Pass tunnel project. 
 

 Railways to install GPS devices on 2,700 electric locomotives. 
 

 Assamese, Manipuri first North-East languages to feature on PMO website. 
 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi to launch nutrition mission. 
 

 Pakistan test-fires naval cruise missile ‘Harba’. 
 

 High-tech ship en route to resuming the hunt for MH370. 
 

 Beijing meets 2017 air pollution target set under 2013 clean-up plan. 
 

 First Blue Moon total eclipse in 150 years to occur this month. 
 

 Amazon shipped over 5 billion items in 2017 via Prime service. 
 

 Micromax to launch first Android Go smartphone this month. 
 

 China to set up $2 billion AI Research Park in Beijing. 
 

 Apple acquires Canada-based app development service buddybuild. 
 

 Senior IPS officer Abhay takes the appointment as NCB chief. 
 

 Cabinet approves Indo-Myanmar agreement on the land border crossing. 
 

 New Zealand reclaims top spot in ICC T20I team rankings. 
 

 Colin Munro became the first to hit three T20I centuries. 
 The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has fielded Union minister of the state 

of housing and urban affairs Hardeep Singh Puri as its Rajya Sabha 
candidate from Uttar Pradesh. 
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 The 65-year-old leader, belonging to the second biggest minority group in UP, 
filed the nomination for the seat vacated by former defence minister Manohar 
Parrikar. 

 With the BJP having more numbers, his election is a mere formality. 
 The Indian Space Research Organisation is working on the design of 

a Small Satellite Launch Vehicle which would be a compact launcher 
exclusively for smaller satellites. 

 The small launch vehicle is likely to reduce the cost for launching satellites in 
the competitive space technology market. 

 When Isro launched a record 104 satellites in February last year, except the 
Cartosat-2, all were small satellites. 

 The Union Cabinet approved the construction of Asia’s longest bi-
directional Zojila Pass tunnel at an estimated cost of Rs 6,089 crore. 

 Zojila pass is situated at an altitude of 11,578 feet on Srinagar-Kargil-Leh 
National Highway which remains closed during winters due to heavy snowfall. 

 It will reduce the travel time through Zojila Pass to 15 minutes from the 
current 3.5 hours. 

 The main objective of the project is to provide all-weather connectivity to 
strategically important Leh region in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 In a bid to provide real-time train information, the government plans to install 
GPS devices on over 2,700 electric locomotives by December 2018. 

 Railway Ministry in collaboration with Indian Space Research Organisation is 
implementing Real-Time Train Information System (RTIS) which 
involves tracking of the train by placing GPS/GAGAN. 

 In Phase one, the RTIS project will cover about 2,700 electric locomotives in 
which the GPS device will be installed. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s official 
website, www.pmindia.gov.in, is available in thirteen languages with 
Assamese and Manipuri scripts getting pride of place on the website. 

 Assam and Manipur have now become the first states from the northeast to be 
featured on this list. 

 The website is available in Hindi and English, apart from eleven regional 
languages. 

 The first phase of National Nutrition Mission (NMM) is expected to be 
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Jhunjhunu on January 22. 

 In the first phase, 315 districts from different states will be taken up. In the 
second, 235 districts will be covered in 2018-19. 

 The key objectives of NMM are to prevent and reduce stunting in children 
prevent and reduce undernutrition in children. 

 The Pakistan Navy on Wednesday said it successfully test-fired the 
indigenously developed ‘Harba’ naval cruise missile. 

 The Pakistan Navy said the missile is capable of hitting its target from surface 
to surface and ground assault. 

 The indigenously-built missile was launched from PNS Himmat and it 
successfully hit the target. 

 A high-tech vessel run by a US exploration firm is en route to resume the hunt 
for flight MH370in a new bid to solve one of aviation’s greatest mysteries. 

 The Malaysia Airlines jet disappeared with 239 people on board in March 
2014 en route from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing after diverting from its flight 
path. 
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 China capital Beijing met its air quality targets last year following a 
crackdown on polluters and a sustained period of favourable weather. 

 The Chinese capital was ordered to cut PM2.5 concentrations to less than 60 
micrograms as part of a 2013 action plan. 

 The city has since closed nearly 2,000 factories in the cement, foundry and 
furniture-making sectors and eliminated over 2 million high-emission vehicles 
over the past five years. 

 A rare total lunar eclipse that involves the second full moon of the month 
popularly referred to as a Blue Moon is set to take place on January 31 for the 
first time in over 150 years. 

 For the Indian subcontinent, the Middle East and Eastern Europe, the eclipse 
will already be underway as the Moon rises 

 The Pacific Ocean will be turned towards the Moon at the time and the eclipse 
will take place during the middle of the night. 

 Online retailer Amazon said it has shipped over 5 billion items worldwide 
via its subscription-based Prime service in 2017. 

 The e-commerce giant, which revealed its Prime shipment numbers for the 
first time, did not give comparable full-year shipment number for 2016. 

 Amazon claimed that its Fire TV Stick and voice-controlled smart device Echo 
Dot were the best-selling products among the U.S. 

 Micromax is going to be the first company to launch Android Oreo Go-
based smartphone in India. 

 The smartphone will be priced at Rs 5,000 and will come with features such as 
4G and VoLTE support. 

 The company is planning to launch the phone on January 26. 
 Beijing is planning to build a 13.8-billion-yuan artificial intelligence 

development park in the city’s west. 
 The AI park will house up to 400 enterprises and have an estimated annual 

output of 50 billion yuan. 
 China aims to grow the local industry to over 150 billion yuan by 2020 and 

400 billion yuan by 2025, according to the State Council. 
 Apple has acquired Canadian start-up buddybuild, a mobile iteration 

platform focused on building integration and debugging tools for iOS 
developers. 

 The acquisition is expected to boost Apple’s efforts to ramp up its app 
ecosystem and developer community. 

 buddybuild is very popular among the developers including both iOS and 
Android. 

 Senior IPS officer Abhay has taken charge as the new chief of 
the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB). 

 Abhay was till now working in the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) as 
additional DG. 

 He has had a seven-year stint with the CBI in the past apart from heading the 
crime branch and special branch of the Odisha Police. 

 The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved an agreement between India 
and Myanmar on the land border crossing. 

 The government said it will enhance economic interaction between people of 
the two countries. 

 The agreement will safeguard the traditional rights of the largely tribal 
communities residing along the border. 
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 New Zealand regained the top rank in the ICC rankings for teams in 
T20Is after beating West Indies in the two-match T20I series. 

 Pakistan was the number one ranked team in the world before this series 
followed by India. 

 New Zealand now has 126 points at the top. 
 Colin Munro became the first player from any country to score three 

centuries in Twenty20 Internationals. 
 Munro surpassed the West Indies’ Chris Gayle and Evin Lewis, India’s Rohit 

Sharma and New Zealand’s Brendon McCullum, who all have two centuries in 
T20 Internationals. 

 Govt launches Swachh Survekshan 2018. 
 

 Govt launches online cancer detection course. 
 

 Lok Sabha passes the bill to hike salaries of SC, HC judges. 
 

 BSF launches ‘Operation Alert’ along 200 km border to curb militant 
movement. 
 

 Indian envoy meets top official of Chinese Communist Party. 
 

 North, South Korea to hold official talks on January 9. 
 

 Pakistan denies reports of Chinese military base near Gwadar. 
 

 SBI to consider raising $2 billion via foreign currency bonds. 
 

 Google plans to sell Zagat, restaurant review platform it acquired in 2011. 
 

 Air India ties up with foreign banks to acquire 3 B777 planes. 
 

 Prof Gopal Guru takes the appointment as editor of EPW. 
 

 Former Watford coach Mazzarri takes the appointment as Torino head coach. 
 

 Ricky Ponting takes the appointment as Delhi Daredevils head coach. 
 

 Liverpool, forward Mohamed Salah named African Footballer of the Year. 
 

 Senior NCP leader Vasant Davkhare is no more. 
 The government made an announcement to the launch of cleanliness survey 

for this year as part of Swachh Bharat Mission. 
 The Swachh Survekshan 2018 will rank 500 cities on the national level 

which have more than 1 lakh population. 
 Providing details of the Swachh Survekshan 2018, the minister said it would 

be the largest survey impacting more than 40 crores urban population. 
 Union health ministry launched a seven-month online course designed by 

Tata Memorial to help non-cancer specialists detect early signs of the disease. 
 The course is intended for physicians, gynaecologists, dentists and other 

healthcare professionals who are not oncologists. 
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 This is part of government’s Digital India programme through which millions 
of doctors in remote areas will be informed. 

 A bill to hike the salaries of judges of the Supreme Court and the 24 high 
courts by over two folds was passed by the Lok Sabha on Thursday. 

 Once the bill got a clearance by Parliament and becomes a law, the Chief 
Justice of India will get a monthly salary of Rs 2.80 lakh from the present Rs 
one lakh. 

 Tomorrow is the last day of the Winter session. If the bill is not passed by the 
Rajya Sabha tomorrow, the salary hike will have to wait until the Budget 
session which may commence from January 30. 

 The Border Security Force (BSF) has launched “Operation Alert” along 
the over 200 km-long International Border (IB) in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Inspector General of BSF Jammu Frontier, Ram Avatar told there are inputs 
that there is a movement of militants and accordingly, we have declared ‘Ops 
Alert’ on the border. 

 He said the effort of the BSF was to maintain peace along the border, but 
Pakistan was always trying to disturb this peace. 

 Indian Ambassador to China Gautam Bambawale held talks with Guo 
Yezhou, Vice Minister, International Department of the ruling Communist 
Party. 

 Bambawale, a seasoned diplomat who till recently served as high 
commissioner to Pakistan, assumed charge as India’s ambassador to China 
last month. 

 The meeting took place as a high-level Chinese delegation headed by Meng 
Xiangfeng, a close confidant of President Xi Jinping. 

 North and South Korea will hold official talks next week for the first time 
in more than two years. 

 The South’s unification ministry said North Korea had sent its consent for the 
talks to take place on Jan 9. 

 The last time the two Koreas engaged in official talks was in December 2015. 
 The talks will take at the border truce village of Panmunjom and officials from 

both sides will discuss the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. 
 Pakistan rejects propaganda reports that China was going to establish a 

military base near the strategic Gwadar port in southern Balochistan 
province. 

 There is no proposal of building any Chinese military base near Gwadar. 
 The nearly $50 billion CPEC a flagship project of China’s prestigious One Belt 

One Road – passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 
 The State Bank of India (SBI) said it will hold a meeting with the central 

board to consider fundraising worth $2 billion through foreign currency 
bonds. 

 The bonds could be issued in single or multiple tranches of up to $2 billion 
through a public offer or a private placement. 

 In the calendar year 2017, the SBI’s London branch did two foreign currency 
bond issues. 

 Google is exploring a potential sale of Zagat, the US restaurant review 
guide which the search giant bought for $151 million in 2011. 

 Over the past year, Alphabet has been pruning its portfolio and shedding 
smaller non-core assets. 

 Google’s asking price is not known, and there is no certainty it will agree to 
sell Zagat, the sources said. 
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 State-owned Air India has tied up with UAE-based First Abu Dhabi 
Bank as well as Standard Chartered Bank and Mashreq Bank. 

 Union minister Jayant Singh said it has tied up to avail short-term loans for 
acquiring three Boeing 777 aircraft. 

 The delivery of the three B777-300 ER planes is scheduled to be completed 
next month two in January and one in February. 

 Political scientist Gopal Guru takes the appointment as the editor of the 
Economic and Political Weekly. 

 Professor Guru currently teaches Political Science at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University in New Delhi. 

 The Sameeksha Trust has appointed Professor Gopal Guru as the Editor of 
Economic and Political Weekly for a period of five years. 

 Former Inter Milan and Watford coach Walter Mazzarri were handed the 
reins at Torino. 

 Mihajlovic was fired defeat to holders Juventus, allowing the experienced 56-
year-old to take over the northern side. 

 Mihajlovic joined Torino in the summer of 2016, having been sacked by AC 
Milan in April that year. 

 Former Australia captain Ricky Ponting is named as the new head 
coach of Indian Premier League franchise Delhi Daredevils. 

 The 43-year-old has earlier coached Mumbai Indians for two seasons in 2015 
& 2016. 

 Apart from coaching role, Ponting has played in the cash-rich T20 tournament 
for Kolkata Knight Riders and Mumbai Indians. 

 Egypt forward Mohamed Salah wins African Footballer of the Year 
for 2017. 

 Salah is the second Egyptian to win the award after Mahmoud Al-Khatib in 
1983. 

 He also made an African record move to Liverpool and scored 23 goals in all 
competitions for the Premier League club in 2017. 

 Senior NCP leader and former deputy Chairman of the Maharashtra 
Legislative Council Vasant Davkhare died after a prolonged illness. 

 Davkhare was first elected as corporator in the Thane Municipal Corporation 
in 1986. 

 In 1987, he was the Mayor of Thane Municipal Corporation. 
 Mamata launches West Bengal govt’s official emblem. 

 
 10 Himachal Pradesh districts get new deputy commissioners. 

 
 Himachal Pradesh to set up women helpline. 

 
 Naveen Patnaik launches online registration system for the safety of senior 

citizens. 
 

 Mukesh Agnihotri is new CLP leader in Himachal Pradesh. 
 

 PM Modi to open meet of Indian-origin lawmakers in Delhi on Jan 9. 
 

 ISRO ready for the first satellite launch in 4 Months after failure in August. 
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 China begins building the third aircraft carrier. 
 

 China develops new underwater surveillance network. 
 

 Lenovo India appoints Alok Garodia as CFO. 
 

 PHF appoints Hasan Sardar as chief coach of Pakistan hockey team. 
 

 Viswanathan Anand to play in Chess Olympiad. 
 

 Chelsea complete signing of Barkley from Everton. 
 

 Canadian Nicholas Latifi appointed Force India F1 reserve. 
 

 Pakistan’s first Air Marshal Asghar Khan dies aged 96. 
 The West Bengal government launched its official emblem, conceptualized 

and designed by chief minister Mamata Banerjee. 
 Mamata Banerjee says the state emblem the “Biswa Bangla” logo with 

Ashoka Pillar of the national emblem will be used in all the official works and 
documents of the Bengal government from now on. 

 The state cabinet has already cleared a proposal to name the state of West 
Bengal as ‘Bangla’ in September last year. 

 The BJP government on Friday transferred deputy commissioners of 10 
districts along with 32 other IAS officers. 

 There is no change in the deputy commissioners of Kullu and Una districts. 
Four IAS officers have got the new additional charge. 

 While R M Thakur takes the appointment as new deputy commissioner of 
Mandi, Amit Kashyap is the new deputy commissioner of Shimla. 

 Himachal Pradesh chief minister Jai Ram Thakur announced to set 
up a round-the-clock women helpline. 

 He also announced to set up a special crime cell in all three police range 
offices to report any crime against women. 

 He said the Atal Helpline for zero tolerance against corruption would be also 
be launched soon. 

 Chief minister Naveen Patnaik launched a web-based application that 
will help elderly people, staying alone in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack, to enrol 
themselves under senior citizen security cell (SCSC) system of the 
commissionerate police. 

 Police said elderly people now need not endure the pain of visiting police 
stations to register their names under the SCSC scheme. 

 The SCSC system, which was introduced in a handful of police stations in 
2009, now covers all the 20 police stations in Bhubaneswar and 18 in Cuttack. 

 Four-time MLA and former minister Mukesh Agnihotri will be 
the Congress Legislature Party (CLP) leader in Himachal Pradesh. 

 The 55-year-old Agnihotri, elected from Haroli, is a staunch loyalist of former 
CM Virbhadra Singh. 

 The decision on the new CLP leader was taken by Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi in New Delhi. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the conference 
of parliamentarians of Indian origin (PIOs) from 23 countries here on 
January 9. 
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 Over 140 members of parliament and mayors will attend the meet at the 
Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra at Chanakyapuri. 

 124 MPs from the UK, Canada, Fiji, Kenya, Mauritius, New Zealand, Sri Lanka 
and other countries will take part. 

 China has started building its third aircraft carrier with a hi-tech launch 
system. 

 It is completing a new type of destroyer with modern weapons to be deployed 
in the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. 

 China launches its first aircraft carrier in 2014 which is a refitted vessel of the 
hull of a former Soviet ship. 

 The second aircraft carrier will take a launch this year. 
 China’s underwater glider has successfully ended its mission to the Indian 

Ocean and the South China Sea. 
 It has developed a new underwater surveillance network to help its 

submarines lock on to targets. 
 China’s independently-developed underwater glider, Haiyi, which 

means “sea wings” in Chinese, has successfully completed a scientific 
observation in the Indian Ocean. 

 Since August last year, ISRO had an agonising four months fixing the 
problem on its rockets. 

 The space agency says the problem is solved and it is ready to fly its rockets 
again with 31 satellites. 

 ISRO, the country’s premier space agency that handles the launch seems to 
have regained confidence and is ready for a lift-off on January 12. 

 Chinese technology company Lenovo announced it has appointed Alok 
Garodia as Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for its India operations. 

 Garodia joins Lenovo from Nike where he served as Director, Finance/CFO, of 
the India business. 

 Pakistan Hockey Federation (PHF) appoints former captain Hasan 
Sardar as the new chief coach of the national team. 

 He will be assisted by former internationals, Rehan Butt and Muhammad 
Saqlain on the coaching panel. 

 Pakistan will appear in three major hockey events this year including 
the Commonwealth Games, Asian Games and World Cup. 

 Force India has appointed 22-year-old Nicholas Latifi as test and reserve 
driver for the 2018 season after a fine showing in Formula Two last year. 

 He will back up Sergio Perez and Esteban Ocon and look after some of the 
Friday test sessions. 

 The Canadian came fifth in the F2 standings last season after one win, at 
Silverstone, and nine podium finishes. 

 Viswanathan Anand is set to be part of the next edition of Chess 
Olympiad which will take place at Batumi, Georgia in September this year. 

 The presence of Anand, who had last taken part in the biennial event back in 
2006, will be a big boost for India. 

 India’s best showing in the Olympiad has been a bronze medal at the 2014 
edition. 

 England midfielder Ross Barkley completed a move 
to Chelsea from Everton with the London club saying the 24-year-old had 
signed a 5-1/2 year contract. 

 Barkley made 150 Premier League appearances for the Merseyside club he 
joined as an 11-year-old, making his league debut in 2011. 
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 Air Marshal Asghar Khan, the first native commander-in-chief of the 
Pakistan Air Force and a veteran politician, died of cardiac arrest in 
Rawalpindi. 

 Khan became the youngest head of the PAF at the age of 35. 
 Khan, a former politician and a World War 2 veteran, originally served as an 

officer in the British Indian Army. 
 Haryana Government frames rehabilitation policy for slum-dwellers. 
 Assam Government keen on starting flight operations between Guwahati 

andASEAN nations. 
 Indigo starts service from Tirupathi to Hyderabad and Bengaluru. 
 Former Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad named as prime 

ministerial candidate. 
 NASA astronaut John Young dies at 87. 
 Sebi imposes Rs 5 lakh fine on IFCI Factors and three others. 
 Volkswagen US sales chief Ron Stach quits. 
 Makhaya Ntini steps down as Zimbabwe’s bowling coach. 
 Bengaluru FC beat defending champions ATK 1-0. 
 CS Santosh finishes at 13thin the 1st stage of Dakar Rally. 
 Haryana government has framed a rehabilitation policy for people living in 

slums on government land. 
 Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has approved the slum-in-site policy. 
 The policy applies to slums identified under the Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana survey, conducted by the state. 
 The developer will pay rent to every household so that the beneficiaries could 

move to other locations and construction activities could start. 
 Rent for such households in Municipal Corporation 

of Gurugram and Faridabad would be Rs 3,000 per month and Rs 2,000 
per month for other areas, the release said. 

 For 15 years, the unit would be given to the beneficiary on lease. 
 The ownership rights of the unit allotted will be given after 15 years of 

allotment. 
 Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said his government wants to 

start flight operations between Guwahati and the capital cities of the ASEAN 
nations. 

 The construction of a new terminal building at the LGBI Airport 
in Guwahati will be starting soon. 

 Sonowal said his government was determined to step up efforts in increasing 
interactions with the ASEAN countries, including enhancing people-to-people 
contact and trade and other relations. 

 Assam and other Northeastern states are close to many of 
the ASEAN countries. 

 Most ASEAN capitals are within a 2,000 km flying distance from Guwahati. 
 Therefore, the government is keen on starting flights between Guwahati and 

ASEAN capitals. 
 IndiGo Airlines commenced three daily flights to Hyderabad and two 

to Bangalore from Temple town Tirupati. 
 Ashok Gajapathi Raju, Union Minister of Civil Aviation and IndiGo 

president Aditya Ghoshflagged off the air services at Sri Venkateswara 
International Airport at Renigunta. 

 The airport is locatd 15 kms from Tirupati. 
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 Malaysia’s opposition alliance named former PM Mahathir Mohamad as its 
prime ministerial candidate for a general election. 

 Mahathir, who ran the country for two decades and is now 92 years old. 
 Anwar Ibrahim, the country’s most popular opposition leader  in jail, 

Mahathir is seen as the biggest threat for premier Najib Razak. 
 Anwar’s wife Wan Azizah Wan Ismail will be the candidate for deputy 

prime minister. 
 Baba Ramdev-led Patanjali Ayurved will partner with eight leading etailers 

and aggregators to give a big push to online sales. 
 The Haridwar-based company is expected to enter into agreements this month 

with major online retailers — Amazon, Flipkart, Paytm Mall, 1MG, bigbasket, 
grofers, shopclues and snapdeal. 

 Patanjali is organising a function on January 16 here and representatives of all 
the online companies are expected to attend it along with Ramdev and its 
MD Acharya Balkrishna. 

 Patanjali had forayed into kids and adult diapers and affordable sanitary 
napkins segments. 

 It has announced that it is venturing into solar equipment manufacturing. 
 Besides FMCG (fast-moving consumer goods) segment, Patanjali Ayurved is 

present in other sectors such as education and healthcare. 
 Markets regulator Sebi has imposed a fine of Rs 5 lakh on IFCI Factors and 

three others. 
 Apart from IFCI Factors, the other three entities are Shiva Cement’s 

promoters — Unicon Merchants, Akash Gupta and Preeti Gupta. 
 The four entities had violated SAST (Substantial Acquisition of Shares and 

Takeovers) Regulation for the transactions dated April 21, 2014 in the shares 
of Shiva Cement. 

 The promoters had pledged Shiva Cement’s shares, which were released on 
April 21, 2014. IFCI Factors was the counter-party to the transactions and had 
acquired the shares. 

 For the violations, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
has levied a fine of Rs 3 lakh on the promoters and Rs 2 lakh on IFCI Factors. 

 Senior sales manager of Volkswagen’s North America operations has quit the 
company. 

 Ron Stach, senior vice president of sales at Volkswagen of America, has left 
the automaker. 

 The reason for Stach’s departure is unknown. 
 Stach, had joined VW’s North America operations in 2006 and previously 

worked at Mazda Motor Corp. 
 Stach became vice president of sales in March 2016, when Michael Horn, 

Volkwagen’s then-CEO of North American operations, resigned. 
 He will be replaced temporarily by Derrick Hatami who joined VW of 

America last June as executive vice president for sales and marketing. 
 Former South African seamer, Makhaya Ntini has stepped down from his 

position as Zimbabwe’s bowling coach. 
 Ntini had taken over the reigns as a specialist bowling coach in February 2016 

on a two-year contract. 
 He was the head coach until Heath Streak took over in November this year. 
 Under his tenure, Zimbabwe had won the ODI series against Sri Lanka, which 

was their first major overseas one-day series win since 2001. 
 He is the first South African to take 10 wickets in a Test match at Lords. 
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 Ntinin played 101 Test matches, 173 one-day internationals and 10 Twenty20 
international matches for South Africa. 

 BFC Skipper Sunil Chhetri struck the only goal as Bengaluru FC beat 
defending champions ATK 1-0. 

 The win gave three crucial points to Bengaluru FC, who are now leading the 
points table with 18 points from six wins in nine matches. 

 Chennaiyin FC and FC Pune City are placed at second and third places 
respectively with 17 and 16 points. 

 Chhetri scored the lone goal in the game in the 39th minute. 
 India’s C S Santosh was placed at 13th among the bikers at the end of the 

first stage of the Dakar Rally. 
 His Hero MotoSports Rally teammate Joaquim Rodrigues met with a 

spectacular crash to end his race. 
 Santosh clocked 24 minute 11 seconds to cover the first stage of 30 km. The 

first stage covered from Lima to Pisco. 
 Another 13 stages are remaining in the world’s toughest off-road rally which 

will end on January 20 in Cordoba of Argentina via Bolivia. 
 Santosh used a vastly improved Hero RR 450 bike with the Indian tri-colour 

imprint on it. 
 Joaquim Rodrigues met with a crash midway into the 1st stage. 
 Astronaut John Young, 87, passed away after contracting pneumonia. 
 He was the only astronaut to fly in NASA’s Gemini, Apollo and space shuttle 

programmes. 
 Also, the first to fly into space six times and the first to command a shuttle 

flight. 
 He was one of the only three astronauts to launch to the moon on two 

occasions and was the ninth person to set foot on the lunar surface. 
 Young became the first astronaut to orbit the moon alone. He had also set the 

record for attaining the highest speed, 38,897 kilometres per hour, by an 
astronaut aboard a spacecraft. 

 In 1962, he set the world “time-to-climb records” to 3,000 and 25,000-meter 
altitudes onboard the McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom. 

 Indian Railways to equip all 8,500 stations with Wi-Fi to boost Digital India. 
 Bhagwat to hoist the national flag in Kerala on Jan 26. 
 Uttar Pradesh government orders removal of unauthorized loudspeakers. 
 Google doodle pays tribute to fearless Nadia on her 110th birth anniversary. 
 Centre gives a nod to construction of 14,000 bunkers along LoC, IB. 
 Chinese city gets face recognition tech for registering marriages. 
 UK PM Theresa May to reshuffle cabinet today. 
 Chinese startup unveils ‘car of future’ for $45,000. 
 Uber re-launches autorickshaw service in India. 
 Baba Ramdev-led Patanjali Ayurved plans massive online push. 
 SpaceX to launch world’s most powerful rocket by ‘end of January’. 
 China’s 8.5-tonne space lab set to fall to earth by March. 
 Barcelona sign 160-million-euro Coutinho in the 3rd richest deal. 
 Everton’s Mirallas re-joins Olympiakos on loan. 
 Makhaya Ntini steps down as Zimbabwe bowling coach. 
 John Young, US astronaut who set records in space with NASA, is dead at 87. 
 All railway stations nearly 8,500 across the country, including those in rural 

and remote areas will have Wi-Fi facilities at an estimated cost of Rs 700 
crore. 
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 As per the plan at a recent meeting, while 1,200 stations are identified for this 
facility to primarily cater to rail passengers. 

 The Wi-Fi facility at these stations in rural and remote areas will be offered to 
the local population as part of the digital makeover of rural India to promote 
e-governance. 

 RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat is all set to hoist the tricolour again in the Left-
ruled state on Republic Day. 

 He will host the flag on January 26 in a school on the outskirts of Palakkad. 
 Bhagwat will be in Kerala to attend a three-day Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh (RSS) camp, to be held in a school near Palakkad town from January 
26. 

 Google Doodle today pays a tribute to Fearless Nadia on her 110th birth 
anniversary. 

 Mary Ann Evans, better known by her stage name Fearless Nadia was an 
actress and stuntwoman from Australia. 

 She is known for her role in Hunterwali in 1935 which is one of the earliest 
female-lead Indian films. 

 The union government has sanctioned the construction of 14,460 individual 
and community bunkers at a cost of Rs 415.73 crore along the Line of 
Control (LoC) and International Border (IB). 

 According to officials, a total of 13,029 individual bunkers and 1,431 
community bunkers will be constructed in Jammu, Samba, Kathua, Poonch 
and Rajouri sectors. 

 India shares a 3,323km long border with Pakistan, of which 221km of the IB 
and 740km of the LoC fall in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Chongqing city in southwest China has introduced facial recognition 
technology for marriage registration. 

 The Marriage, Adoption Registration Management Centre of Chongqing says 
the new system took a launch in January. 

 Based on Chinese law, the registrars must check a person’s identity and 
household registration certificates before awarding them a marriage 
certificate. 

 Britain’s government to undergo a reshuffle as Prime Minister Theresa 
May looks to reassert her authority following a string of high-profile 
departures. 

 Deputy prime minister Damian Green is set to be replaced after stepping 
down last month over a pornography scandal. 

 May’s Downing Street office also said that widespread reports that cabinet 
ministers would discover their fate today were not inaccurate. 

 A Chinese startup unveiled an “intuitive and intelligent” car to global markets 
starting next year from around $45,000. 

 The electric-powered concept car shown by Byton at the Consumer 
Electronics Show in Las Vegas is touted as a computing device on wheels, 
equipped with a “digital” lounge. 

 Byton, led by former executives from Tesla, BMW, Apple and Google, said it 
expects to launch in China by 2019 and in the United States and Europe by 
2020. 

 Cab-hailing major Uber is relaunching its ‘AUTO’ service in India, 
almost two years after shutting down the offering in March 2016. 

 Uber will allow customers to book autorickshaw rides through the AUTO 
option on its platform, starting with Bengaluru and Pune. 
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 Ola, which also allows booking autorickshaw rides under its Auto service, had 
launched the offering in Bengaluru and Chennai in 2014. 

 Ola Auto is currently operational across 73 cities with over 1.2 lakh autos in 
association with the company. 

 Baba Ramdev-led Patanjali Ayurved is likely to partner with eight 
leading retailers and aggregators to give a big push to online sales. 

 The Haridwar-based company will enter into agreements this month with 
major online retailers Amazon, Flipkart, Paytm Mall, 1MG, big basket, 
growers, shopclues and snapdeal. 

 Patanjali is organising a function on January 16 were the representatives of all 
the online companies will attend it along with Ramdev. 

 Aerospace company SpaceX is set to launch Falcon Heavy the world’s 
most powerful rocket at the end of January. 

 SpaceX also plans to attempt a world first with the launch of Falcon Heavy the 
company will attempt to simultaneously land and recover all three of its first-
stage rocket cores. 

 To date, SpaceX has launched 49 rockets, of which 44 have been successful. 
 China’s Tiangong-1 space laboratory country’s ambitions in space which 

took launch in 2011, is out of control and set to crash to the earth by the end of 
March. 

 Most likely, the space lab will largely burn up as it enters the earth’s 
atmosphere over the ocean. 

 Barcelona agreed to sign the Brazilian star Coutinho from Liverpool 
for 160 million euros. 

 The Coutinho deal is the third-richest deal of all time. 
 The swoop for the 25-year-old attacking midfielder which contains a 400 

million euro release clause will be the third biggest deal in football. 
 Everton winger Kevin Mirallas has returned to former club Olympiakos 

Piraeus on loan until the end of the season. 
 The 30-year-old has scored 38 goals in 186 appearances for Everton since 

joining the Merseyside club in 2012. 
 The Belgium international spent two seasons at Olympiakos, scoring 34 goals 

in 71 appearances. 
 Former South African seamer, Makhaya Ntini has stepped down from 

his position as Zimbabwe’s bowling coach. 
 Ntini had taken over the reigns as a specialist bowling coach in February 2016 

on a two-year contract. 
 Under his tenure, Zimbabwe had won the ODI series against Sri Lanka in the 

Island nation which was their first major overseas one-day series win since 
2001. 

 John Young, a legendary US astronaut who went into space six times, 
orbited the moon and then walked on its craggy surface, has died. 

 The space agency says he is 87 and died due to complications from 
pneumonia. 

 NASA said he once held the world record for total time spent in space. 
 India’s fastest supercomputer established at IITM, Pune. 

 
 Indian Space Research Organisation to launch 31 satellites. 
 Kapikl Mohan, chairman of  Mohan Meakin Ltd, manufacturer of Old 

Monk Rum passes away. 
 SBI raises $2 billion to fund overseas business. 
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 Beard care market reaches Rs 100 crore. 
 Indian company Adani among top 15 global utility solar power developers. 
 Union Government to start strategic divestment of Air India. 
 Ricky Ponting is Australia’s assistant coach for T20s. 
 Barcelona buys Philippe Coutinho for 160-million-euros. 
 Usain Bolt gets a trial with Borussia Dortmund. 

  Harsh Vardhan, Union minister for science and technology dedicated India’s 
fastest and first “multi-petaflops” supercomputer to the nation. 

 Named “Pratyush“, the High Performance Computing (HPC) facility has been 
established at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune. 

 It will help improve weather and climate forecasts. Petaflops is a measure of a 
computer’s processing speed. 

 IITM said the facility will help the country with better monsoon forecasts, 
tsunamis, cyclones, earthquakes, air quality, lightning, fishing, hot and cold waves, 
flood and drought. 
 ISRO will launch 31 satellites, including earth observation spacecraft 

Cartosat, on January 12 instead of January 10. 
 Other satellites, including 28 from the US and five from other countries, will 

be part of the launch on January 12 at 9.30 a.m. 
 ISRO Public Relations Director Devi Prasad Karnik told the rocket launch will 

take place from ISRO’s spaceport located at Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. 
 The mission’s payload will also include one each nano and micro satellite from 

India, besidesCartosat-2. 
 Cartosat will beam high-quality images for cartographic, urban and rural 

applications, coastal land use and regulation and utility management like road 
network monitoring. 

 Adani Group is among the top 15 global utility solar power developers that 
includes First Solar, Total, SunEdison and Engie. 

 Adani, ranked 12th, is the only Indian company on the list prepared 
by Greentech Media. 

 First Solar tops the list with an operational capacity of 4,619 MW and in-
development capacity of 4,802 MW. 

 Adani has 788 MW of operational capacity and another 1,270 MW under 
development. 

 It is also moving into the Australia solar market with the development of the 
140 MW Whyallaand 170 MW Rugby Run plants. 

 State Bank of India, has proposed to raise up to $2 billion (over Rs 12,600 
crore) by issuing bonds in US dollar or other convertible currency to fund 
overseas expansion. 

 The bank said the fund-raising will take place through a public offer and/or 
private placement of senior unsecured notes in US dollar or any other 
convertible currency during 2017-18 and 2018-19. 

 SBI launched the country’s largest institutional share sale programme, to raise 
up to Rs 15,000 crore to strengthen its capital base to increase loan growth. 

 Shares of SBI closed 0.18 per cent lower at Rs 305.65 on the BSE on Monday. 
 Beard-care market reaches Rs 100-crore. With film stars and cricketers 

sporting beards, the trend has sustained its growth momentum over the last 
couple of years. 

 The market is growing, and will grow further at least for the next five years. 
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 The market has grown from a no-market to close to a Rs 100-crore in a matter 
of two-three years. 

 FMCG companies like Emami too invested in The Man Company to cater to 
the head-to-toe premium men’s grooming products, which include beard 
management. 

 The government will sell it’s stake in Air India and hopes to finish the 
transaction by June. 

 The Union Cabinet gave an in-principle approval for Air India’s strategic 
disinvestment in June last year. 

 A panel headed by FM Arun Jaitley is now devising the strategy for executing 
the sale. 

 Tata Group, IndiGo and Jet Airways are among the Indian carriers who may 
bid for Air India. 

 NITI Aayog recommended up to 100% stake sale, along with writing off its 
debt. PM Narendra Modi is keen to ensure a strategic disinvestment in the 
loss-making airline. 

 Ricky Ponting has been appointed as the assistant coach during Australia’s 
Twenty 20 international series against England and New Zealand. 

 The former captain will work under head coach Darren Lehmann, while 
Troy Cooley and Matthew Mott will help out during the series. 

 Lehmann has previously said he will not seek to renew his contract when his 
current deal expires at the end of 2019, with Ponting seen as a potential 
successor. 

 Ponting undertook the T20 role last year when he worked with the Australia 
squad for the three-match series against Sri Lanka. 

 Philippe Coutinho officially joined Barcelona on Monday, completing the 
move from Liverpool. 

 The transfer is worth 160 million euros ($192 million), making it the third 
richest transfer in history. 

 Coutinho, 25, signed a five-year contract in a ceremony alongside Barca 
president Josep Maria Bartomeu. 

 However, a thigh injury would delay his debut until the end of January. 
 Barca coach Ernesto Valverde said the Brazilian will fit into the team, 

which already has superstar Lionel Messi. 
 Coutinho said he was excited about playing alongside Messi, Luis 

Suarez and Andres Iniesta. 
 Sprinter Usain Bolt will undergo a trial at German top-flight club Borussia 

Dortmund. 
 However, the Olympic medalist admitted that he would prefer to play 

for Manchester United, his favourite team. 
 Bolt and Dortmund share the same sponsor, Puma. The trial with 

the Bundesliga team has been arranged by the sportswear company. 
 Kapil Mohan, the man behind the iconic ‘Old Monk‘ rum, passed away. He 

was 88 years old. 
 Mohan, the chairman of Mohan Meakin Ltd, suffered a fatal cardiac arrest 

at his residence in Ghaziabad. 
 Old Monk, launched in 1954 was for a long time the largest selling dark rum in 

the world. 
 In 2015 it was reported that ‘Old Monk’ saw a 54% decline in sales between 

2010 and 2014. 
 Mohan Meakin apparently sold only 3.9 million cases of the rum in 2014. 
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 Supreme Court makes national anthem optional in theaters. 
 India’s first all-women railway station enters Limca book of records. 
 Maldives foreign minister on a three-day visit to India. 
 First security dialogue between India and Indonesia was held in New Delhi. 
 Executive chairman of Breitbart News, Steve Bannon Steps down. 
 Khadi to enter shopping malls. 
 ICICI Bank and Ola partners to offer integrated services. 
 Morgan Stanley to invest in Indian stent manufacturer SMT. 
 Ashish Dikshit was appointed as the managing director of Aditya Birla 

Fashion. 
 Ahmedabad Smash Masters enter semi finals of Pro Badminton 

League. 
 Solomon Deksisa, Bornes Kitur to run at the Mumbai Marathon. 
 The Supreme Court made it optional for cinema halls to play the national 

anthem before screening a film. 
 On November 30, 2016, a bench of Justices Dipak Misra and Amitava Roy had 

passed an interim order that made all cinema halls in India play the national 
anthem before the film starts. 

 After a change of attorney general, with K K Venugopal succeeding Mukul 
Rohatgi , which filed an affidavit requesting the court to make playing of the 
national anthem optional in cinema halls. 

 Venugopal requested a bench of Chief Justice Dipak Misra and Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud to modify the 2016 order by replacing 
“shall” with “may”. 

 The first all-women station in India, Matunga on Central Railway (CR) has 
entered the Limca Book of Records. 

 The railway station is handled by 41 women staff. 
 This initiative was taken by Central Railway General Manager D.K. 

Sharma in July 2017 with the aim of empowering women. 
 Accordingly, women staffers were posted across all departments, like 17 ladies 

for operations and commercial, 6 for Railway Protection Force, 8 for ticket 
checking, 2 announcers and 2 conservancy staffers, and 5 point persons. 

 A total of 41 staff are under the charge of Station Manager Mamta Kulkarni. 
 Mohamed Asim, Maldives Foreign minister arrived in India for a three-day 

visit. 
 Asim will meet his Indian counterpart Sushma Swaraj and Prime 

Minister Narendra Modibefore he leaves on Friday. 
 The minister is visiting India is to improve bilateral ties that suffered a setback 

when the Island nation signed a free trade pact with China last year. 
 The visit comes after Maldives’ president Abdulla Yameen assured that a 

free trade agreement would be signed with India first. 
 India and Indonesia held their first security dialogue on operational 

cooperation in security and counter-terrorism. 
 It was led by National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Indonesia’s 

Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security Affairs H Wiranto. 
 The Indonesian foreign ministry had said the two countries will discuss cyber 

security, counter-terrorism efforts and transnational organised crime. 
  Indonesia and India agreed to strengthen strategic partnerships across 

various key areas, including defence, security, economy and maritime at the 
5th Indonesia-India joint commission meeting in Jakarta. 
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 Khadi ties-up with retailer Globus to launch Khadi Korner, a shop-in-shop 
concept, at an outlet in Noida. 

 It will move to Chennai, Varanasi and Ahmedabad later this month. 
 Khadi & Village Industries Commission (KVIC) will launch similar 

outlet in Mumbai in a tie-up with Cotton Bazaar. 
 Discussions are underway with Shoppers Stop and Big Bazaar. 
 A revenue-share arrangement with retailers has been made, which could 

range between 10% and 20% of the sales. 
 Ola has partnered with ICICI Bank to offer a range of integrated services to 

customers and driver-partners. 
 Customers of ICICI Bank will be able to book Ola rides and pay the fare 

through the bank’s mobile banking platforms — ‘iMobile’ and ‘Pockets’. 
 Besides, the bank’s customers will have access to “instant small ticket digital 

credit” that will be determined on the basis of a real-time credit assessment 
algorithm of ICICI Bank. 

 ICICI Bank will also offer a ‘Pay Direct’ card for Ola’s driver partners. 
 Anup Bagchi, Executive Director at ICICI Bank, said these features will help 

Ola driver partners to manage their finances. 
 It will also enable Ola customers to get easy access to instant credit in a simple 

and secure manner. 

   Indian stent manufacturer SMT is raising Rs 230 crore in a funding exercise 
led by Morgan Stanley, along with existing investor Samara Capital. 

 Bhargav Kotadia MD of Sahajanand Medical Technologies (SMT) said that plans 
to utilise the funds for acquisitions in Europe, R&D and manufacturing expansion. 

 Morgan Stanley is investing Rs 160 crore, with the balance by Samara. Both 
Morgan Stanley and Samara together will hold a minority stake in the privately-
held company. 

 The company’s board will also be restructured with two representatives each from 
Morgan Stanley and Samara Capital, and five from the promoters’ side. 

 Samara Capital had earlier bought a minority stake in SMT by investing Rs 80 
crore in 2016. 

 SMT operates a WHO-GMP-certified manufacturing plant with an annual capacity 
of 2.5 lakh units at Surat (Gujarat), and two R&D centres located in Surat and 
Dublin. 

 SMT exports about 30-35% of its portfolio of life-saving devices to UK, Spain, 
Italy, Netherlands, and over 60 other countries. 
 Steve Bannon has stepped down as executive chairman of Breitbart 

News. 
 The former White House chief strategist drew fire from US President Donald 

Trump for harshly criticizing his eldest son. 
 Bannon was quoted in a new book about the Trump White House as calling 

Donald Trump Jr. “treasonous” and “unpatriotic”. 
 Bannon has also lost his talk show on SiriusXM radio. 
 The book, “Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House,” 

characterizes Trump as mentally unstable, inept and unprepared for the 
presidency. 

 Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail Ltd (ABFRL) appointed Ashish Dikshit as 
the managing director, replacing Pranab Barua. 

 Ashish Dikshit will take charge with effect from Feb 1. 
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 Dikshit, is currently the business head of the of Madura Fashion and 
Lifestyle division, he will take up the new position for a period of five years. 

 Barua will be retained in the company as an additional director of the board. 
 Chief Financial Officer S Visvanathan has also resigned from the company 

and will step down effective Feb 28. 
 He will be replaced by Jagdish Bajaj as the new CFO, effective April. 
 HS Prannoy and Tai Tzu Ying led Ahmedabad Smash Masters to a 5-0 

win over Mumbai Rockets at Nehru Indoor Stadium. 
 In the process, they entered the semi-finals with 17 points. 
 Mumbai Rockets, on the other hand, are out of contention for a top-four 

berth after a below-par display. 
 Prannoy completed a stunning 15-12, 15-12 victory over World No. 5 Son Wan 

Ho. 
 Solomon Deksisa of Ethiopia and defending champion Bornes Kitur will 

be among the major attractions at the Tata Mumbai Marathon to be held on 
January 21. 

 Four men who have run under 2 hours and seven minutes, including Deksisa, 
and five others who have run under 2:09:00, as well as six women under 
2:29:00 will be on the start line. 

 The 15th edition of the race offers a top prize of $42,000, according to race 
promoters, Procam International. 

 Deksisa, whose personal best of 2:06:22, was clocked while finishing second at 
the 2016 Rotterdam Marathon and ending up third at last October’s Toronto 
Marathon, is the fastest for the Mumbai Marathon. 

 Ethiopia’s Chele Dechasa and Abraham Girma, and Bahrain’s Shumi 
Dechasa, the latter running for his country in the last two IAAF World 
Championships marathons, are the three other men entrants who have run 
under 2:07:00 in their careers. 
Kenyan runners Joshua Kipkorir and Eliud Barngetuny, who were 
second and third in last year’s Mumbai Marathon. 

 Maharashtra govt to create quota for orphans aspiring to 
take competitive exams. 

 Women BSF bikers to debut on Republic Day Parade. 
 Former minister Dr Rajeev Bindal was elected as the Speaker of 

the Himachal Pradesh Assembly. 
 Renowned scientist Sivan K was appointed as the chairman of Indian 

Space Research Organisation. 
 Counter-terrorism, security and trade to be the top agenda at India-ASEAN 

Summit. 
 Two Indian-origin MPs get promoted in Theresa May’s government 

reshuffle. 
 Rewa Solar to get Rs. 2,800 crore funding from International Finance 

Corporation. 
 KKR-backed Emerald Media buys Ketan Mehta’s animation studio. 
 Central Govt raised Rs 1,200 crore from the sale of 2.5% stake in NMDC. 
 Kerala Blasters defeat Delhi Dynamos 3-1. 
 The Maharashtra state government is planning to provide a special category 

reservation for orphans taking competitive exams. 
 Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis made the announcement at Raj Bhawan 

on Wednesday. 
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 In the current system, there is no option to categorize orphan children who 
are not aware of their parents’ caste or religion. 

 Fadnavis said there are many welfare schemes to assist orphans, but the issue 
before the state is giving an identity to them. So, the government will bring a 
draft Bill soon. 

 The all-woman bikers contingent of the Border Security Force (BSF) will 
make its debut on Rajpath on Republic Day Parade. 

 The 27-member BSF women ‘daredevils’ team will showcase their stunts and 
acrobatics skills on their 350 cc Royal Enfield Bullet motorcycles. 

 In 2015, women contingents of the Army, Navy and Air Force had debuted in 
the parade. 

 BSF and the Army’s bike-borne ‘daredevils’ perform alternatively every year 
by ending the parade by riding their roaring bikes. 

 ‘Seema Bhavani‘, as the squad members are named have been chosen by 
BSF trainers and are aged between 25-30 years. 

 Former US President Barack Obama, while officiating as the chief guest of 
the 2015 parade, signalled a thumbs up to the bikers from his dais on Rajpath 
and had later called their stunts “impressive”. 

 India-ASEAN Summit that will see participation of leaders of all the ten 
ASEAN countries. 

 All the leaders will also be the chief guests at the Republic Day parade. 
 Counter-terrorism, security and trade are expected to top the agenda at the 

summit. 
 This year will mark the 25 years of Indo-ASEAN ties. India will present 

itself as a powerful ally to these countries in the strategic areas of trade and 
connectivity. 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj visited three ASEAN countries — 
Thailand, Indonesia and Singapore last week. 

 The leaders will start arriving from January 24. There will be a leaders’ retreat 
during which the leaders will have a “free and frank” discussion on January 
25. 

 Leaders from Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Myanmar (Burma), Cambodia, Laos and Brunei will attend the 
summit. 

 Two 37-year-old British Indian MPs have been appointed to junior ministerial 
positions in Theresa May’s government reshuffle. 

 Suella Fernandes and Rishi Sunak were both elected in 2015. 
 Ex-barrister Fernandes has been made parliamentary under-secretary of state 

at the Department for Exiting the European Union (DExEU). 
 She was previously the parliamentary private secretary to HM treasury 

ministers. 
 Hedge fund millionaire, Sunak, the son-in-law of Infosys co-founder and 

billionaire N R Narayana Murthy, has been appointed as parliamentary 
under-secretary of state at the new ministry of housing. 

 Fernandes’s parents immigrated to Britain in the 1960s from Kenya and 
Mauritius. She grew up in Wembley and studied law at Cambridge. 

 She was head of the European Research Group (ERG), a group of Conservative 
MPs which supports Brexit and campaigned for the UK to leave the EU. 

 Sunak was previously a parliamentary private secretary in the department for 
business, energy and industrial strategy. 
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 International Finance Corporation (IFC) — the World Bank’s private 
investment arm will invest $440 million in the 750 MW Rewa Ultra Mega 
Solar Park in Madhya Pradesh. 

 IFC investment will be in the form of debt to three companies that are setting 
up the units, each of 250 MW — Mahindra Renewables, Acme, and 
Actis. 

 The deal for a $140 million (around Rs 900 crore) funding with Actis has been 
signed, while the one with Acme for $150 million is due to be signed soon. 

 Third deal with Mahindra, for $150 million is awaiting final approval. 
 The solar park is being developed by Rewa Ultra Mega Solar, a joint 

venture between Madhya Pradesh Urja Vikas Nigam and the Solar Energy 
Corporation of India. 

 Private equity giant KKR-backed Emerald Media has acquired controlling 
shares in Cosmos-Maya, founded by filmmakers Ketan Mehta and Deepa Sahi. 

 Cosmos-Maya, creators of the popular Motu Patlu animation series, has 
nine ongoing shows with multiple Indian television networks. 

 They also own a digital channel WowKidz with three million active 
subscribers. 

 Ketan Mehta and Deepa Sahi would remain as shareholders with the 
former steering operations as MD. 

 Cosmos-Maya has ongoing productions with Viacom18, Disney Networks, 
Turner International, Sony Pictures Network, Discovery Networks, Netflix, 
Amazon Prime Video and ALT Balaji. 

 The union government on Wednesday divested 2.5% in National Mineral 
Development Corporation (NMDC). 

 Out of the Rs 1,200 crore it raised, Rs 980 crore is from non-retail investors 
and Rs 232 from retail investors through the offer for-sale mechanism. 

 To encourage retail participation, a discount of 5% on the cut-off price was 
offered to retail investors. 

 NMDC was incorporated in 1958 as a government owned public enterprise 
and is under the control of the steel ministry. 

 It explores iron ore, copper, rock phosphate, lime stone, dolomite, gypsum, 
bentonite, magnesite, diamond, tin, tungsten, graphite, beach sands. 

 It is the country’s single largest iron ore producer, producing about 30 million 
tonnes of iron ore from 3 mechanised mines. 

Appoin 

 Former minister and five-time MLA, Dr Rajeev Bindal was elected as the 
Speaker of the Himachal Pradesh Assembly. 

 The House unanimously adopted a proposal to this effect moved by Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur. 

 The Opposition led by Mukesh Agnihotri and former CM Virbhadra 
Singh also endorsed Dr. Bindal. 

 Dr Bindal has been a member of the House for the past 17 years since 2000, when 
he got elected from Solan. 

 He was again re-elected from Nahan in 2017 for the second time. 
 Union Government appointed scientist  as the chairman of Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO). 
 He will replace current chairman A S Kiran Kumar. 
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 Sivan, at present is the Director of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, he will 
succeed Kiran Kumar, who was appointed on January 12, 2015. 

 He graduated from Madras Institute of Technology in aeronautical 
engineering in 1980 and completed Master of Engineering in Aerospace 
engineering from IISc, Bangalore in 1982. 

 Subsequently, he completed his PhD in Aerospace engineering from IIT, 
Bombay in 2006. 

 Numerous awards such as Doctor of Science (Honoris Causa) from 
Sathyabama University, Chennai in April 2014 and Shri Hari Om Ashram 
Prerit Dr Vikram Sarabhai Research award for 1999 have been awarded to 
him. 

 Canadian striker Iain Hume struck a hat-trick as Kerala Blasters beat 
Delhi Dynamos 3-1 in the Indian Super League. 

 Hume scored in the 12th, 78th and 83rd minute respectively for Kerala. 
 Kerala elevated themselves to the sixth position while Dynamos remain at the 

bottom of the list after their seventh defeat. 
 The only goal for Dynamos was scored by Pritam Kotal. 
 Gustav I of Sweden known as “father of the nation” was crowned King of 

Sweden in 1528. 
 In 1554, Bayinnaung was crowned as the King of Burma. He went on to 

assemble the largest empire in the history of Southeast Asia. 
 Yohannes IV was crowned Emperor of Ethiopia in Axum in 1872. 
 Mahatma Gandhi began his final fast in 1948. 
 The Nigerian civil war ends in 1970, Biafra surrenders to Nigeria. 
 In 2010 an earthquake occurred in Haiti killing approximately 160,000 and 

destroying the majority of the capital Port-au-Prince. 
 Indian Space Research Organisation launched its 100th satellite from Satish 

Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota. 
 India to get 10,000 seaplanes in the next 2 years. 
 MEA confirms India-Pakistan National Security Advisor meet. 
 Indian-American politician Aruna Miller to run for elections from 

Maryland. 
 Julian Assange gets Ecuador citizenship. 
 Bank of Baroda to sell Nainital Bank. 
 Kuants raises Rs 50 lakh from angel investors. 
 Vatika Hotels buyout Goldman Sach‘s stake. 
 FC Goa defeats Jamshedpur FC. 
 Sarita Devi, Sonia Lather enter finals of National Women’s Boxing 

Championship. 
 ISRO launched its 100th satellite ‘Cartosat-2‘ series from Satish Dhawan 

Space Centre at 9.28 am. 
 The satellite carries panchromatic and multi-special cameras, operating in 

Time-Delay Integration mode, capable of delivering high resolution data. 
 The 100-kg Indian microsatellite will capture images at night and will also 

provide high resolution scene specific spot images. 
 The images will be used in the areas of cartographic, urban & rural 

applications, coastal land use, road network & monitoring and water 
distribution. 

 It will also carry 30 other satellites belonging to Canada, Finland, France, 
Korea, UK and USA. 
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 This is the third satellite in the Cartosat-2 series and 42nd flight of the Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle. 

 Union minister Nitin Gadkari announced that 10,000 seaplanes would be 
brought into operation in the country in the next two years. 

 In the next three months, rules and regulations would be put in place for 
operating seaplanes in the country. 

 He said that state governments should look at new modes of transportation, 
including inland waterways to avoid pollution and related issues of road 
transport. 

 Gadkari officiated the ‘bhoomi pujan‘ ceremony of the new bridge 
on Versova creek which is worth Rs 3,000 crore that will connect Mumbai 
to Ahmedabad. 

 10,000 seaplanes would be brought into the country in the next two years. 
Within the next three months, rules and regulations would be put in place for 
(operating) seaplanes. 

 Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis has assured that by April this year, 
water transport would be introduced in and around Mumbai. 

 The government confirmed that National Security Adviser Ajit Doval held 
talks with his Pakistani counterpart Lt Gen Nasser Khan Janjua (retd) in 
Thailand. 

 Raveesh Kumar, spoksperson of the Ministry of External Affairs, told 
reporters that the focus of the “operational-level talks” was “cross-border 
terror” and ways to ensure the elimination of terrorism from the region. 

 There have been meetings between the BSF and Pakistan Rangers as part of a 
regular mechanism. 

 He said the issue of cross-border terrorism was raised in the meeting. 
 Indian-American politician Aruna Miller has filed nomination papers to run 

for the US Congress from Maryland. 
 Miller is currently a member of the Maryland House of Delegates. 
 Miller, a civil engineer, is endorsed by EMILY’S List and 314 Action, a 

political action committee dedicated to electing more STEM candidates. 
 She worked for 25 years for Montgomery County. 
 In 2010, she was elected to the Maryland House of Delegates where she 

represents the 15th District and serves on the Appropriations Committee. 
 WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange was “naturalised” as an Ecuadorean on 

December 12. 
 Britain had earlier refused a request by Ecuador for Assange to be given 

diplomatic status. 
 Assange has been living in the Ecuadorean embassy in London where he was 

granted asylum in 2012 to avoid extradition to Sweden over rape allegations. 
 Ecuador’s foreign minister Maria Fernanda Espinosa confirmed Assange’s 

citizenship request at a press conference in Quito.  
 Bank of Baroda to sell its subsidiary Nainital Bank as part of its capital raising 

exercise. 
 Uttaranchal-based bank was established by freedom fighter Govind Ballabh 

Pant in 1922 and acquired by BoB in 1975. 
 According to reports, BoB has sought permission from the RBI to sell stake in 

Nainital Bank, which is 99% owned by the third-largest public sector lender. 
 Nainital Bank had a total business of Rs 8,049 crore, an increase of 26% over 

the previous year. 
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 The bank had deposits of Rs. 6,852.79 crore and advances of Rs. 3,280.01 
crore. 

 Bank of Baroda led by PS Jeykumar, is looking at freeing capital by selling 
of loan assets as well. 

 Kuants, an algorithmic trading platform, has raised Rs 50 lakh from angel 
investors, Pankaj Chopra and Ankush Gupta. 

 The company plans to use the fresh funds to strengthen its technology 
backbone. 

 Kuants co-founder Ayush Gangwar said they are developing complex systems 
and strategies so that the user doesn’t need to waste his time figuring out a 
way to develop his trading system. 

 Vatika Hotels announced it has bought back investment made by Goldman 
Sachs in the company for Rs 300 crore. 

 It now owns 100 per cent equity in the hospitality firm. 
 Vatika Hotels is planning to launch an initial public offer (IPO) in the next 

fiscal to fund expansion in hospitality and business centre verticals. 
 The Hotel is a part of real estate firm Vatika group. 
 Goldman Sachs had invested around Rs 250 crore in Vatika Hotels and had 

around 14-15 per cent stake in the company. 
 Manuel Lanzarote scored a goal in each half to guide FC Goa to a 2-1 win 

over Jamshedpur FC in the Indian Super League. 
 With the win, FC Goa have collected 16 points from nine matches. 
 Jamshedpur FC remained on 10 points from nine matches and are placed 

seventh. 
 Eduardo Debia Pelaez and Ahmed Jahouh combined well in the 

midfield and orchestrated the moves with delicate passes but the rival defence 
stood firm. 

 Ferran Corominas, who is the leading scorer with nine goals, had an 
opportunity to strike but he was in two minds as he directed a weak shot 
straight to keeper Subrata Paul in the 19th minute. 

 Former world and Asian champion L Sarita Devi and world silver-medallist 
Sonia Lather advanced to the finals of the National Women’s Boxing 
Championships. 

 Sarita defeated Haryana’s Monika 5-0 to set up a clash with Railways Sports 
Promotion Board’s Pavitra. Pavitra got the better of Uttarakhand’s Priyanka 
Choudhary 5-0. 

 Sonia, on the other hand, defeated All India Police’s Sandhya Rani 5-0. She 
will be up against reigning youth world champion Shashi Chopra. 

 World silver-medallist Sarjubala Devi also entered the finals, beating RSPB’s 
Meenakshi. 

 Former junior world champion Nikhat Zareen who lost to Haryana-girl Ritu 
in a split verdict. 

 John Walter published the 1st issue of “The Times” of London in 1785. 
 National Geographic Society was founded in Washington, 

D.C in 1888. 
 In 1906, Telimco makes the 1st ever advertisement for a radio set in the 

“Scientific American” which claimed to receive signals for up to one mile. 
 In 1943, Hitler declared a “Total War“. 
 Microsoft chairman Bill Gates steps aside as chief executive and promotes 

company president Steve Ballmer to the position in 2000. 
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 India and Malaysia held a 5th Bilateral Technical Meeting in New 
Delhi. 

 National Youth Day was celebrated on January 12. 
 India and Canada to sign an MoU for cooperation in Science and 

Technology. 
 Solar ferry in Kerala completes one year of operation. 
 India to revive missile deal with Israel. 
 Sri Lanka lifts ban on women buying, selling alcohol. 
 Saudi Women allowed to attend a football game for the first time. 
 US Ambassador to Panama, John Feeley Resigns. 
 Norwegian fertiliser giant Yara International, announced the completion 

of its acquisition of Tata Chemicals Ltd’s urea plant. 
 Israel to invest $68.6 million in India to boost cooperation. 
 Hyderabad Hunters reach their maiden final in the Premier Badminton 

League. 
 India beat Pakistan by seven wickets in the Blind Cricket World Cup. 

  Meeting was on cooperation in the field of Traditional Systems of Medicine 
between both the countries . 

 It was a part of the agreement signed between both countries in 2010. 
 Issues discussed between the meetings were establishment of Ayurveda 

Chair in University of UTAR, Malaysia. 
 Professional training in Panchakarma therapy for Malaysian experts in India. 
 The evaluation of safety of combination Ayurvedic/ traditional products for 

clinical trials. 
 An MoU was signed between National Medicinal Plants 

Board (NMPB), Ministry of AYUSH and Malaysia. 
 Indian Government celebrated Swami Vivekananda‘s birthday on January 

12 as National Youth Day. 
 The Indian government had declared way back in 1984 that Swami 

Vivekananda’s birthday would be celebrated as the National Youth Day. 
 The five-day event will provide a platform to bring the youth of the country 

together with an opportunity to showcase their talents in various activities. 
 ‘Sankalp Se Siddhi’ is the theme of the festival. 
 Culture Minister Dr. Mahesh Sharma will be the guest of honor. 
 Country’s first solar-powered ferry operating in the Vembanad lagoon in 

Kerala, completes one year of successful operations. 
 The 75-seater responsible green transport project ferry was launched on 

January 12, 2017. 
 The ferry takes a total of 22 trips between the jetties of Vaikom 

and Thavanakkadavu on opposite banks of the Vembanad. 
 Commuters travel to Cherthala, a major town in Alappuzha district 

from Vaikom in less than half the time taken by buses. 
 Aditya is one among four ferries on this stretch, the others being 

conventional diesel boats. 
 Aditya is much larger in size, resting on two hulls with an open cabin at the 

front for the sailor. 
 The 1500 sq ft of solar panels on the roof of the boat convert solar energy into 

electrical energy to be stored in the battery units. 
 The expensive but light-weight, lithium-ion phosphate batteries are connected 

to two electric motors which use the energy to propel the boat. 
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 Sri Lanka has revoked a 38-year ban on buying and selling alcohol by 
women. 

 Minister Mangala Samaraweera signed the notification revoking the ban 
to restore gender equality and promote tourism. 

 The ban had been in force since 1979, the early years of Sri Lanka embracing 
an open market economy. 

 But many businesses had employed women to sell and serve alcohol and sold 
alcohol to them in spite of the ban. 

 The government also allowed liquor outlets to stay open an hour later, until 10 
p.m. 

 Saudi Arabia allowed women to enter a football stadium for the first time to 
watch a football match. 

 The ultra-conservative kingdom eases strict rules separating the sexes. 
 New measure comes after Riyadh, lifted a ban prohibiting women from 

driving, as well as reopening cinemas. 
 Islamic kingdom has announced a series of reforms initiated by Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman. 
 The first football match women are being allowed to attend is a clash between 

Saudi Premier League clubs Al-Ahli and Al-Batin in the Red Sea city of 
Jeddah. 

 Yara International announced the completion of its acquisition of Tata 
Chemicals Ltd’s 1.2 million tonnes per annum production capacity urea 
plant at Babrala in Uttar Pradesh. 

 Rs 2,682-crore deal includes the transfer of all assets and liabilities relating to 
the Babrala unit, while marking the first foreign direct investment in India’s 
highly regulated urea sector. 

 Narasimha Rao, CEO and president, Yara India said that the 
acquisition is worthwhile given that it was being operated by the Tata Group 
and with energy efficiency on par with any of our urea plants across the globe. 

 Yara does annual sales of $35-40 million in India. 
 Much of it comprises premium micronutrients, complex and water-soluble 

fertilisers used in high-value crops such as apples, banana, grapes, sugarcane, 
chilli and vegetables. 

 Israel will invest $68.6 million to boost cooperation with India in tourism, 
technology, agriculture and innovation over a period of four years. 

 The commitment is in addition to the India-Israel Industrial R&D and 
Technological Innovation Fund of $40 million over five years with equal 
contribution from both sides that has already been agreed. 

 Netanyahu will be leading a high-profile delegation comprising 130 
businessmen from 102 Israeli companies on his four day trip to India starting 
January 14. 

 It will be the second visit by an Israeli Prime Minister to India after a gap of 15 
years since Ariel Sharon visited New Delhi in 2003. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the Jewish state, becoming the first 
Indian premier to do so. 

 Several MoUs in the field of oil and gas, renewable energy, amended protocol 
for airports, cyber security, co-production of films and documentaries will be 
signed between the two sides. 

 Israel’s Saare Tzedek hospital would be signing an agreement with 
India’s Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
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 John Feeley, US Ambassador to Panama, a career diplomat and former 
Marine Corps helicopter pilot, has resigned from his post. 

 John told the State Department that he no longer feels able to 
serve President Donald Trump. 

 Feely informed the White House, the Department of State, and the 
Government of Panama of his decision to retire for personal reasons, as of 
March 9 of this year. 

 India will soon sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the 
cooperation in the field of Science and Technology with Canada. 

 The MoU will provide a mechanism and help bring scientific cooperation 
between R&D and academic institutions of the two countries. 

 Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved a 
MoU with Canada. 

 R&D cooperation between India and Canada will be implemented under a 
MoU concluded by the Department of Science and Technology with the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) of Canada. 

 India-Canada Centre for Innovative Multidisciplinary Partnership to 
Accelerate Community Transformation and Sustainability (IC-IMPACTS) 
programme will be supported to promote research partnerships. 

 Indian army and the government are discussing ways to revive a $500 million 
order to buy Spike anti-tank guided missiles from Israel. 

 India recently called off the deal to procure 8,000 missiles. 
 The deal was scrapped after Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) offered to manufacture similar missiles as per ‘Make 
in India’ initiative. 

 General Bipin Rawat said the DRDO missiles were yet to be tested and 
would not be ready till 2022. 

 In April 2017 the two countries signed a military deal worth $2 billion which 
includes supply of medium-range surface-to-air missiles, launchers and 
communications technology. 

 Sai Praneeth and Carolina Marin fighting ability steered Hyderabad 
Hunters into their maiden final in the Premier Badminton League (PBL) 
at the Gachibowli Indoor Stadium. 

 Hunters beat blank Delhi Dashers 3-0 in the semi-finals. 
 Pia Zebadiah Bernadet and Satwiksairaj Ranki Reddy lost to Ashwini 

Ponnappa and Vladmir Ivanov 13-15, 15-10, 15-10. 
 The Singapore Open champion stunned Tian Howei 15-9, 15-8 in the latter’s 

trump match. With Houwei’s loss, Delhi, who got a minus point, lost one point 
while Hyderabad gained one. 

 Praneeth took an early lead of 8-3 in the first game and gave no chance to 
Houwei. 

 In the final, Hyderabad will face the winner of the other last four clash 
between Ahmedabad Smash Masters and Bengaluru Blasters. 

 Defending champions India defeated Pakistan in the Blind Cricket 
World Cup on Friday. 

 Pakistan scored 282 for eight wickets in 40 overs. 
 Md. Jamil (B3 – blind level 3) and captain Nisar Ali (B3) of Pakistan added 

137 runs for the third wicket. 
 Nisar Ali was bowled by Ajay Reddy for 63, while Jaimil remained not out on 

94. 
 India chased down the target in 34.5 overs. 
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 Haryana’s Deepak Malik (B3) scored with an unbeaten 79 off 71 balls, 
while Venkatesh (64 off 55 balls) and skipper Ajay Reddy (47 off 34) 
shared 106 runs for the fourth wicket. 

 Pakistan entered the finals after defeating Bangladesh and Nepal. 
 In 1526, Charles V and Francis I signed the Treaty of Madrid, forcing 

Francis to give up claims to Burgundy, Italy and Flanders. 
 United East Indian Company conquered the city of Malacca, in 1641.  
 The US Revolutionary War ends with the US Congress of the 

Confederation ratifying the Treaty of Paris in 1784. 
 Tunisian president Ben Ali, flees to Saudi Arabia after popular protests 

known as the Jasmine Revolution in 2011. 
 Maharashtra power transmission company to purchase 1000 MW solar 

power. 
 

 Indian Peacekeepers rebuild bridge in South Sudan. 
 Former Union minister Raghunath Jha has passed away. 
 Morgan Stanley values Zomato at $2.5 billion. 
 Indian-origin businessman Sunny Verghese has been appointed as the 

Chairman of World Business Council for Sustainable Development. 
 Teen Murti Chowk in Delhi, renamed after Israeli city Haifa. 
 Two new Metro corridors to start operations in Kolkata. 
 India ranked 30th on WEF global manufacturing index. 
 Football Delhi and ASSOCHAM signs MoU to develop the sport. 
 Mahavitaran, the power transmission company of Maharashtra state 

government, is planning to purchase 1000 MW solar power this year. 
 Bids to purchase 1000 MW solar power have been invited at Rs 3 per unit. 
 As compared to solar power, thermal power is sold at Rs 5 per unit, he said. 
 This year, the government is planning to boost solar power generation. 
 Rajasthan, Telangana, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh are ahead of 

Maharashtra in generation of solar power. 
 At present, the solar power generation in Maharashtra is only 1,000 MW out 

of which 300 MW is produced by MahaGenco (Maharashtra State Electricity 
Board Co Limited). 

 Under the Chief Minister’s Solar Agri Feeder programme, solar power pumps 
with the capacity of 7000 MW will be set up for the agriculture purpose. 

 Water conservation department has set the target of 1000 MW solar energy 
from the Ujni dam. 

 Teen Murti Chowk in New Delhi has been renamed as Teen Murti Haifa 
Chowk. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Israeli counterpart Benjamin 
Netanyahu attended a ceremony at the Teen Murti Memorial in Delhi to mark 
the renaming. 

 The two leaders also laid a wreath and signed the visitor’s book at the 
memorial. 

 Garia Airport Metro corridor between Kavi Subhash and Ruby Hospital, 
and the East-West Metro corridor between Salt Lake’s Sector V and 
Phoolbagan, are likely to start operations this year. 

 The first phase of the East-West corridor is expected to be completed in mid-
2018, the New Garia Airport Metro is slated to start by the end of the year. 

 Once the tunnel-boring machines reach Esplanade, the first phase will be 
commence operations. 
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 This route is expected to be ready by 2019. 
 These coaches will be operating without a motorman. The coaches will be 2.88 

mts wide with a total seating capacity of 268 and standing capacity of 1,782. 
 Trains on this stretch will have a frequency of 2.5 minutes during peak hours. 
 Indian peacekeepers from the UN mission have re-built a key bridge in 

record time in the strife-torn country. 
 The bridge in Akoka village in the northern part of the land-locked country in 

East-Central Africa had been inoperable since last June when heavy rains 
washed away a 300-meter-long road segment. 

 UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) in collaboration with the 
government, built the bridge in a record 10 days. 

 The project has benefited humanitarians, enabling faster aid delivery as well 
as security patrol and outreach activities by the Mission, according to a UN 
statement. 

 Nishkam Puri, in-charge of the Indian engineering company  said that the 
project was vital to allow other critical road repairs in the region. 

 Akoka Bridge lies between provincial capital Malakal and oil-
rich Melut town on a major service road that also reaches Bunj and Renk, 
both in the country’s northeastern part. 

 United Nations Peacekeeping, began in 1948, was primarily limited to 
maintaining ceasefires and stabilising situations on the ground, providing 
crucial support for political efforts to resolve the conflict by peaceful means. 

 Wall Street giant Morgan Stanley‘s research unit has valued Zomato at 
$2.5 billion. 

 This is almost three times its valuation from its last funding round. 
 The coverage on Zomato by the international brokerage firm was done while 

taking stock of the startup’s publicly traded shareholder InfoEdge, which runs 
portals like Naukri.com and 99acres.com. 

 Zomato is in talks with Alibaba’s affiliate Ant Financial to raise around $150 
million in new financing, which is expected to value the food discovery and 
delivery platform at a billion dollars. 

 New players like UberEats and now Ola, with its Foodpanda acquisition, 
have entered the online food delivery space. 

 Ola has committed to invest additional $200 million in the food delivery 
business. 

 Swiggy is expected to close a $100 million funding round led by its existing 
investor South Africa’s internet and media major Naspers. 

 The share of deliveries by Zomato’s own fleet is expected to rise to 20 per cent 
during the same period from 7 per cent a year ago. 

 The report estimated a revenue of $25 million from the overall food delivery 
business in financial year 2018. 

 The World Economic Forum (WEF) on Sunday released its Global 
Manufacturing Indexputting India on the 30th position. 

 Japan topped the rankings while, five places below China and is followed by 
South Korea, Germany, Switzerland, China, Czech Republic, the US, Sweden, 
Austria and Ireland in the top 10. 

 India has a total manufacturing value of over $420 billion in 2016. 
 The report said that the country’s manufacturing sector has grown by over 7 

per cent per year on average in the past three decades and accounts for 16-20 
per cent of India’s GDP. 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led government’s ‘Make in India’ initiative 
to open India into a manufacturing hub. 

 India has been placed in the Legacy group alongside Hungary, Mexico, 
Philippines, Russia, Thailand and Turkey, among others. 

 China is on the list of Leading countries. 
 Government Looking At Ways To Promote Indigenous Solar Equipment 

Manufacturing 
 Singapore-based Indian-origin businessman Sunny Verghese has been 

appointed as the Chairman of the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development. 

 Verghese, 57, is the Co-Founder and CEO of Singapore‘s agri-business 
group Olam International Limited. 

 He is the first World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) 
Chairman from the agri-sector. 

 He succeeded Paul Polman, the CEO of Unilever, on January 1 and will 
serve a two-year term. 

 WBCSD is a network of more than 200 CEOs who are responsible for a 
combined revenue of more than $8.5 trillion and 19 million employees. 

 In leading a global agri business operating across 70 markets. 
 Former Union minister Raghunath Jha passed away at a Delhi’s Ram 

Manohar Lohia Hospital on Sunday night. 
 He was 78 years old. 
 He was with several different political parties, including the Socialist Party, 

Congress, Rashtriya Janata Dal, and Samajwadi Party. 
 Also, he was one of the three chief ministerial candidates in Bihar after the 

1990 assembly polls 
 Football Delhi signed an MoU with ASSOCHAM for the development of 

the sport in the capital city. 
 Under the Memorandum of Understanding, emphasis will be given to grass 

root level participation through jointly-organised events, seminars and 
forums. 

 Industry members and stakeholders in the field of infrastructure 
development, sports science and medicine will engage themseleves in the 
initiative. 

 ASSOCHAM and Football Delhi will jointly form a task force to periodically 
review the progress made and take necessary steps. 

 Nebuchadrezzar II of Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem under Zedekiah’s 
reign, which lasted until July 23, 586 BC. 

 Henry VIII declared himself head of the Church in England in 1535. 
 Elizabeth I was crowned as the Queen of England in Westminster 

Abbeyin 1559. 
 In 1759, British Museum was opened in Montague House, London. 
 Tchaikovsky‘s ballet “Swan Lake” was premiered in 1895 at St Petersburg. 
 Wikipedia, a free content encyclopedia was launched by Jimmy 

Wales andLarry Sanger in 2001. 
 Indian Government to auction ‘enemy’ properties worth Rs 1 lakh crore. 

 
 Sushma Swaraj met Israeli PM Netanyahu. 
 India to host two-day international meet on disaster relief along with the UN. 
 Journalist and writer Gnani Sankaran passes away. 
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 Indian Origin artist Aziz Ansari becomes first Asian to win Golden Globe 
award. 

 Amazon and Patni Joint Venture gets Rs 100 crore in funding. 
 Uber re-launches auto service in India. 
 India beat Australia by 100 runs in U-19 World Cup. 
 Hyderabad Hunters won the PBL title by defeating Bengaluru Blasters. 
 Over 9,400 ‘enemy’ properties, worth more than Rs 1 lakh crore, are set to be 

auctioned by the government. 
 The properties were left behind by people who took citizenship of Pakistan 

and China. 
 The move came after the amendment of the 49-year-old Enemy 

Property (Amendment and Validation) Act. 
 Home Minister Rajnath Singh said that the survey of 6,289 enemy 

properties has been completed and that of the remaining 2,991 properties 
which are vested with the custodian will be completed. 

 The estimated value of these 9,400 properties is around Rs 1 lakh crore and 
when they are sold off. 

 Among the 9,280 properties left behind by Pakistani nationals, the highest 
4,991 properties are located in Uttar Pradesh followed by West Bengal which 
has 2,735 such estates. 

 There are 487 such properties in Delhi. 
 Among the 126 properties left behind by Chinese nationals, the highest 57 

are located in Meghalaya followed by West Bengal with 29. Assam has 
seven such properties. 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj met Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahuon Sunday. 

 Netanyahu arrived here on a six-day visit to improve ties with India. 
 Sushma Swaraj-Netanyahu meeting was about various aspects of our bilateral 

ties aimed at strengthening strategic partnership. 
 Netanyahu and his wife Sara landed in the afternoon along with a 130-

member trade delegation. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi broke protocol and went to receive the 

Israeli Prime Minister at the Delhi airport. 
 More than 22 countries are participating in a two-day international meet to 

build a global coalition for development of disaster resilient infrastructure. 
 It will be on the lines of the Solar Alliance of 120 countries. 
 India will spend $1.5 trillion on infrastructure in the next 10 years. 
 UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) is partnering to achieve 

regional and global targets towards cutting down disaster deaths and 
economic losses due to natural hazards. 

 The UNISDR is jointly hosting the deliberations with multilateral agencies 
like World Bank, Asian Development Bank, New Development Bank, 
besides Japan, Germany, Australia, Malaysia, Thailand, Nepal, Bhutan and 
the Netherlands. 

 This is the second tiome that such an event is organised in New Delhi towards 
building a coalition on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). 

 In 2016, India had hosted the Asian Ministerial Conference on DRR that 
saw the adoption of a regional plan for a committed reduction in disaster 
losses by 2030. 

 Aziz Ansari,  US-born son of immigrants from Chennai, became the first 
Indian-American and first Asian to win a Golden Globe for best actor. 
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 Oprah Winfrey received the Cecil B. DeMille for outstanding 
contributions to the world of entertainment. 

 Ansari won the award for comedy series ‘Master of None’ in which he plays 
the role of 30-year-old actor Dev Shah. 

 He had already won an Emmy for writing the series and hosted Saturday 
Night Live. 

 Aziz was born in Columbia, South Carolina to immigrant parents from Tamil 
Nadu (his mother, Fatima, works in a medical office, and his father, Shoukath, 
is a gastroenterologist). 

 Ansari was studying at New York University Stern School of Business when he 
started performing in Big Apple clubs and weekly shows. 

 He won the Jury Award for “Best Standup” at HBO’s 2006 US Comedy Arts 
Festival in Aspen, Colorado. 

 IDFC Bank and Capital First have agreed to a merger deal. 
 V Vaidyanathan, current chairman and MD of Capital First will be 

succeeding Rajiv Lall as MD and CEO of the merged entity. 
 A joint statement said that the decision was in line with the bank’s strategy of 

“retailising” its business and with Capital First’s stated intention to convert to 
a universal bank. 

 The boards also approved a share swap ratio of 139 shares of IDFC Bank for 10 
shares of Capital First. 

 Rajiv Lall who led IDFC Group from 2005 to the present in various top 
positions will be the non-executive chairman of the merged bank. 

 He will replace Veena Mankar who will continue to remain on the board. 
 Joint-venture (JV) formed by Amazon and the Patni group, Frontizo 

Business Services, has received a fresh capital infusion of close to Rs 100 
crore. 

 The firm has also increased its paid up share capital to Rs 294.12 crore in the 
latest resolution from 196.17 crore, the documents pointed out. 

 Soon after the 51%-49% JV was formed, Frontizo Business received Rs 200 
crore in capital infusion in multiple tranches. 

 Amazon joined hands with the Patni group to ramp up its multi-channel 
customer services offering in India especially in the non-metro markets. 

 Frontizo Business also owns Appario Retail which is a seller on Amazon 
India. 

 Uber is re- launching its ‘AUTO‘ service in India, almost two years after 
shutting down the offering in March 2016, starting with Bengaluru and Pune. 

 US-based company, which is locked in an intense battle with homegrown 
player Ola, will allow customers to book auto rickshaw rides through ‘AUTO’ 
option. 

 Ola, which also allows booking autorickshaw rides under ‘Auto’ service, had 
launched the offering in Bengaluru and Chennai in 2014. 

 Ola Auto is currently operational across 73 cities with over 1.2 lakh autos 
associated with the company. 

 For Uber, India is one of its largest markets where it has seen strong growth. 
 Japanese conglomerate SoftBank, which is also an investor in Ola, has 

recently committed investing over USD 1 billion in the US-based ride-
sharing platform. 

 64 years old Tamil writer, journalist and theater personality, Gnani 
Sankaran, died on Monday at his residence in Chennai. 

 He was undergoing regular dialysis for kidney ailments for few years. 
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 Known for his spirited life and daring positions on various issues, Gnani is 
often recalled by his friends as a firebrand journalist of Madras of early 1980s, 
besides his many experiments in literature, street plays and theatre. 

 Gnani had joined AAP and unsuccessfully contesting from Alandur 
constituency in 2014 Lok Sabha polls. He later quit citing health reasons. 

 His body has been kept at his residence in KK Nagar, and will be donated to 
a hospital. 

 He is survived by his wife and a son. 
 India beat Australia by 100 runs in the ICC Under-19 Cricket World 

Cup 2018. 
 India posted 328/7, led by captain Prithvi Shaw’s 94 and fellow 

opener Manjot Kalra‘s 86 and Shubham Gill’s 63. 
 Bowlers Kamlesh Nagarkoti and Shivam Mavi claimed three wickets 

each. 
 Australian opener Jack Edwards top-scored with 73 while wicket-keeper 

batsman Baxter J Holt put in a rear-guard effort of 39 of 30 deliveries. 
 Australia were all out for 228 in 42.5 overs. 
 Nagarkoti impressed with his pace returned figures of 7-1-29-3 while Mavi too 

registered impressive figures of 8.5-1-45-3. 
 Spinners Abhishek Sharma and Anukul Roy took one wicket apiece. 
 Hyderabad Hunters defeated Bengaluru Blasters to become the 

champions of the third Premier Badminton League at the Gachibowli 
Indoor Stadium on Sunday. 

 India’s Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Indonesia’s Pia Zebadiah 
Bernadeth put up a dominant display in the last encounter of the clash, the 
Mixed Doubles, to clinch the title and the winners’ prize purse for the 
Hunters. 

 Hunters beat Kim Sa Rang (Korea) and N Sikki Reddy (India) 15-11, 15-12. 
 The match went to script, with the Blasters’ World No. 1 Viktor Axelsen and 

the Hunters’ former world champion Carolina Marin winning their respective 
matches to make it 3-3 after the first four matches. 

 The Hunters began on the back foot, with their Men’s Doubles pair of Markis 
Kido & Yoo Yeon Seong failing to get into their groove and losing the first 
point. 

 Blasters were 2-1 (3-2) on points at the midway stage. But former World No. 
1 Carolina Marinpromptly regained the initiative for the Hunters, winning 
the Women’s Singles match 2-0 next. 

 In the year 1793 French King Louis XVI sentenced to death by the National 
Convention during the French Revolution. 

 1st assembly of the League of Nations took place in Paris on this day in the 
year 1920. 

 Ivan IV the Terrible (17) crowns himself first tsar of Moscow in the year 1547. 
 Shiv Sena, NCP join hands to capture power in Thane Zilla Parishad. 
 Bihar CM’s fifth phase of ‘Vikas Samiksha Yatra’ to begin today. 
 Government to launch ‘operation digital board’. 
 Indo-US joint military exercise Vajra Prahar to take place in Seattle. 
 Myanmar says the first camp for Rohingya will be ready next week. 
 Britain scrambles 2 typhoon jets to intercept Russian planes. 
 Air India to be split into four separate companies ahead of the sale. 
 TCS bags Marks & Spencer deal to help become a digital-first business. 
 Micromax to launch India’s first Android Go smartphone this month. 
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 Alibaba-owned DingTalk enterprise messaging app launched in India. 
 Ford plans $11 billion investment, 40 electric vehicles by 2022. 
 Manchester United great Ryan Giggs takes the appointment as new Wales 

manager. 
 Paul Lambert takes the appointment as Stoke City manager. 
 India’s youth women boxers bag three gold and one bronze at Nations Cup. 
 Khelo India anthem launched by sports minister Rajyavardhan Rathore. 
 P Gopichand inaugurates Bennett University sports complex. 
 Zombie singer Dolores O’Riordan dies at 46. 
 Ex-Union Minister Raghunath Jha passes away. 
 The Shiv Sena and the NCP have joined hands and captured power at 

the Thane Zilla Parishad (ZP) keeping the BJP out. 
 BJP candidates withdrew their nomination forms at the eleventh-hour paving 

way for smooth sailing of the Shiv Sena and NCP combine. 
 The elections to the 53-member Thane ZP were held last month in which Shiv 

Sena bagged 26 seats, NCP 10, BJP 16 and 1 seat was won by an independent 
candidate. 

 Bihar CM Nitish Kumar will begin the fifth phase of his ‘Vikas Samikha 
Yatra’from Gaya district’s Tekari block today. 

 During his three-day yatra, Nitish would visit four villages- one each in Gaya, 
Bhagalpur, Purnia and Chhapra districts- and take stock of the ongoing 
development schemes. 

 The CM would also hold a public meeting in the four villages after 
inaugurating old schemes and laying foundation stones for new schemes 
worth hundreds of crores. 

 The Centre and state governments had resolved to launch “operation 
digital board” and also to initiate a scheme to identify out of school children 
from September 2018. 

 This was informed by the HRD minister Prakash Javadekar at the end of the 
first day of the65th Cabinet Advisory Board of Education (CABE) 
meeting in Delhi. 

 Speaking of “operation digital board”, the HRD minister said that it has been 
50 to 60 years now since the launch of “operation blackboard. 

 India and the US, joint military exercise ‘Vajra Prahar’ will take place at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) in Seattle. 

 Vajra Prahar is an Indo-US Special Forces joint training exercise conducted 
alternately in India and the US. 

 Though the exercise began in 2010, there was a gap of three years between 
2012 and 2015. 

 The last edition was held in Jodhpur in March 2017. 
 A top Myanmar official said that a camp to house Rohingya Muslim and 

Hindu refugees,who return from Bangladesh, will be ready by its promised 
deadline next week. 

 More than 650,000 ethnic Rohingya Muslims fled to Bangladesh since 
Myanmar’s military launched a brutal crackdown in August. 

 Myanmar and Bangladesh signed an agreement in November to repatriate 
Rohingya and set up a working group last month. 

 Britain scrambled two Royal Air Force Typhoon jets from Scotland to 
intercept Russian planes near the United Kingdom’s airspace. 

 The Typhoons were scrambled from RAF Lossiemouth in Moray, Scotland. 
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 India will break up its debt-laden carrier Air India into four separate 
companies and offer at least 51% in each of them as part of a divestment plan 
proposed by the government. 

 The airline would be divided into core airline business, regional arm, ground 
handling and engineering operations. 

 Last week, India had cleared a proposal to allow foreign investors to own up to 
49% in the carrier. 

 The largest software exporter TCS has expanded its relationship with British 
retailer Marks & Spencer (M&S) to enable it to become a digital-first 
business. 

 As part of the deal, whose total value is not disclosed, the company will 
become a principal technology partner for the retailer. 

 The retailer’s chief executive Steve Row said M&S and TCS will join forces to 
make its business “faster, simpler and more focused on achieving the goal. 

 Domestic handset maker Micromax is set to launch the first smartphone in 
India with Google’s Android Oreo (Go Edition) on January 26. 

 This would make Micromax the first company in India to launch an Android 
Oreo Go-smartphone. 

 Named “BHARAT GO”, the smartphone will be the best-in-class mobility 
device and an optimized entry-level Android smartphone. 

 Alibaba-owned platform DingTalk unveiled an English version that 
caters to the small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in India. 

 The English version of the app, also available in Malaysia, is the first 
concerted push outside of China since launching three years ago. 

 DingTalk will take on Workplace by Facebook, Amazon Chime, Slack, Cisco 
Spark and Yammer. 

 The Ford Motor Co will significantly increase its planned investments in 
electric vehicles to $11 billion by 2022 and have 40 hybrid and fully electric 
vehicles. 

 Ford executives said the investment figure is sharply higher than a previously 
announced target of $4.5 billion by 2020. 

 Of the 40 electrified vehicles Ford plans for its global lineup by 2022, 16 will 
be fully electric and the rest will be plug-in hybrids. 

 Former Manchester United great Ryan Giggs takes the appointment as the 
new manager of Wales. 

 It will be Giggs’s first permanent managerial post and he succeeds fellow 
former Wales international Chris Coleman. 

 Giggs’ first fixture in charge of Wales will be in the 2018 China Cup against the 
hosts in Nanning on March 22. 

 Stoke City appoints Paul Lambert as their new manager after the Scot 
signed a two-and-half-year contract to replace the sacked Mark Hughes. 

 Stoke are third from bottom of the Premier League after taking just 20 points 
from 22 games. 

 Lambert has previously managed Blackburn Rovers and Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. 

 India’s youth women pugilists continued their dominating run on the world 
stage as they clinched three gold and one bronze medal in the 7th Nations 
Cup. 

 In the junior group, India won as many as 13 medals, eight of them gold, three 
silver and two bronze medals to stamp its authority. 

 Hosts Serbia took the third spot, while Kazakhstan finished second. 
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 Khelo India School Games 2018, a brainchild of Olympian and sports 
minister Rajyavardhan Rathore, will take place at multiple venues across 
Delhi from January 31. 

 The Khelo India for which the government has earmarked R1,756 crore over 
the next five years aims to take sports to all parts of the country. 

 The plan is to select 1,000 under-17 children each year for the next five years 
and provide scholarships of R5 lakh each to train them to become potential 
winners at the international level. 

 National badminton coach and former All England champion Pullela 
Gopichand inaugurated the newly completed sports facility at the Bennett 
University. 

 Bennett University has been established to provide students, an ivy league 
quality education in India. 

 It also has a swimming pool, gymnasium, indoor games and a multi-purpose 
arena. 

 Irish singer-songwriter Dolores O’Riordan, frontwoman of the multi-
million selling rock band The Cranberries, died suddenly in London on 
Monday. 

 Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar was among the first to pay tributes, calling 
O’Riordan the voice of a generation. 

 Former Union minister Raghunath Jha passed away at the Ram Manohar 
Lohia (RML) Hospital. 

 Mr Jha was the Union minister of state for heavy industries and public 
enterprise in the UPA government, led by former prime minister Manmohan 
Singh. 

 In 2015, he had quit the RJD to join the Samajwadi Party (SP). 
 In the year 1773 Captain James Cook becomes 1st to cross Antarctic Circle 

(66° 33′ S). 
 United Nations Security Council holds its 1st meeting in the year 1946. 
 In 1912 Captain Robert Scott’s expedition arrives at the South Pole, one month 

after Roald Amundsen. 
 India to buy guns worth Rs 3,547 crore for border troops on the fast-track 

basis. 
 

 PM Modi and Israel PM Netanyahu to visit Vadrad in Prantij. 
 

 India attends its first Shanghai Cooperation organisation military cooperation 
meeting. 
 

 Odisha government appoints new collectors in eight districts. 
 

 Uber limits driver hours in Britain to 10. 
 

 The US withholds $65 million from Palestinian aid programs. 
 

 Muhajirs in US launch ‘Free Karachi’ campaign. 
 

 TCS wins $6 billion in contracts in a month. 
 

 RCom to lay $600 million submarine cable to carry data across Europe, Asia. 
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 Patanjali to launch textile portfolio comprising clothing line, footwear around 
Nov. 
 

 Nestle sells US candy business to Ferrero for $2.8 billion amid health push. 
 

 Isro releases the first image captured by Cartosat-2 series. 
 

 Roger Federer receives twin nominations for 2018 Laureus Awards. 
 

 India to host Afghanistan for the historic one-off Test match in Bengaluru 
from June 14. 

 The defence ministry said India will buy more than 160,000 guns worth Rs 
3,547 crore for troops on its high-altitude borders on a fast track basis. 

 The defence acquisition council cleared the purchase of 72,400 assault rifles 
and 93,895 carbines in a meeting chaired by defence minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman. 

 The procurement is expected to address the shortage of small arms for the 
armed forces. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Israeli counterpart 
Benjamin Netanyahu during their Gujarat visit will meet at the Centre of 
Excellence for Vegetables at Vadrad. 

 During their visit, PM Modi and Netanyahu will visit an iconic monument, go 
to the plug nursery and poly house, and interact with the progressive farmers. 

 The only centre of its kind in the state is jointly built by National 
Horticulture Mission Horticulture Department at a cost of Rs.12-crore 
as a joint enterprise between India and Israel. 

 India for the first time took part in a meeting of the international military 
cooperation departments of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) since joining the bloc last year. 

 This is the first meeting attended by India in the field of defence cooperation 
under the SCO framework. 

 India and Pakistan were admitted last year into the grouping in which China 
plays an influential role. 

 The SCO is comprised of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan. 

 Eight districts get new collectors as part of a bureaucrat reshuffle by the state 
government of Odisha. 

 New district collectors takes the appointment in Dhenkanal, Balangir, 
Koraput, Keonjhar, Gajapati, Malkangiri, Balasore and Nabarangapur. 

 With the appointment of new collectors, the ruling party has started 
preparation for the forthcoming general and assembly elections scheduled in 
April 2019. 

 US ride-hailing app Uber said it would cap the number of hours its drivers 
can work in Britain from next week in a bid to increase safety after heavy 
criticism of its business practices. 

 The new policy means that drivers must take an uninterrupted six-hour break 
after 10 hours, and will not be able to log on to the app during that time. 

 The company had already been messaging drivers who were working too long 
to switch off its app. 
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 The US donated $355 million to UNWRA in 2016 and was set to make a 
similar contribution in this year, with the first instalment to have been sent 
this month. 

 In a letter, the State Department notified the UN Relief and Works Agency 
that the US is withholding $65 million of a planned $125 million funding 
instalment. 

 The US is UNWRA’s largest donor, supplying nearly 30 percent of its budget. 
 A group of Muhajirs in the US have launched a ‘Free Karachi’ campaign to 

highlight the alleged state-sponsored atrocities against their community in 
the port city of Pakistan. 

 There were slogans like we want Karachi free from the control of Islamabad. 
We want Karachi to be free from atrocities of the security forces. 

 The protesters said they would approach Congressmen, policymakers and 
even President Donald Trump to raise their issue. 

 The term ‘Muhajir’ is used to describe the Urdu-speaking immigrants who 
left India in 1947 and came to Pakistan. 

 For several years under its previous CEO N Chandrasekaran, TCS achieved 
growth rates of 15%-16% even when it had hit $10 billion in revenues. 

 In less than a month, TCS has announced deal wins of nearly $6 billion, 
including a $690-million contract with Europe’s M&G Prudential. 

 TCS appears to have pulled way ahead of rivals Cognizant, Infosys, Wipro, and 
HCL in the deal win. 

 Embattled Reliance Communications is laying a 68,000-km undersea 
cable to carry data across Europe and Asia, to be built at a cost of USD 600 
million. 

 It is expected to be operational by the third quarter of 2020 and will have a 
revenue potential of USD 1 billion per year. 

 RCom’s chief executive Bill Barney said the new cable will increase its total 
capacity by ten times as against the current capacity. 

 Baba Ramdev-promoted Patanjali Group is planning to roll out its 
textile portfolio in the Indian market by November 2018 around Diwali. 

 Ramdev said we have started working on the textile front Patanjali 
Paridhan on a larger scale. We will launch the products either this year 
around Diwali. 

 Ramdev said the textile portfolio will have around 3,000 products ranging 
from kidswear to yoga wear and sportswear. 

 Swiss food group Nestle has agreed to sell its US confectionery business to 
Italy’s Ferrero for $2.8 billion. 

 Nestle, the world’s biggest packaged-food company, has cited its weak 
position in the United States, where it trails Hershey, Mars Inc and Lindt, as 
the rationale for a sale. 

 Though Nestle is hanging on to non-US confectionery operations, bankers and 
analysts have said it might wind down its interest further. 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) released the first 
image captured by Cartosat-2 series satellite, four days after it was placed in 
orbit by PSLV-C40. 

 The satellite is seventh in the remote sensing Cartosat series. 
 Isro released an image of a part of Indore with Holkar Cricket Stadium in the 

centre. 
 Cartosat-2 series is the primary satellite carried by PSLV-C40, which lifted off 

from Sriharikota on January 12. 
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 The rocket carried 30 other satellites including 28 from six foreign countries. 
 Roger Federer receives the double nomination for the 2018 Laureus World 

Sports Awards which will take place on February 27. 
 Regarded as the Oscar of sports, the nominations for 2018 Laureus World 

Sports Awards were finalised following a ballot by the world’s sports media. 
 Federer, who is currently a four-time Award winner could become the most 

decorated Laureus Award winner at the 2018 ceremony in Monaco on 
February 27. 

 The BCCI confirmed that India will host Afghanistan for a one-off Test 
match in Bengaluru starting on June 14, 2018. 

 This is the first time that Afghanistan plays a Test match after they got Full-
Member status by the ICC in June 2017. 

 Afghanistan and Ireland made full members of the ICC in June 2017, thus 
making them eligible to play Test cricket. 

 In the year 1871 Second German Empire proclaimed by Kaiser Wilhelm I and 
Otto von Bismarck. 

 Soviets announce they have broken the long siege of Leningrad by Nazi 
Germany on this day in the year 1943. 

 In the year 1591 King Naresuan of Siam kills Crown Prince Minchit Sra of 
Burma in single combat, the date is now observed as Royal Thai Armed Forces 
Day. 

 Uttar Pradesh government plans metro services in Agra, Kanpur, Meerut by 
2024. 
 

 Suresh Prabhu says India to become $5 trillion economies in 8-9 years. 
 

 Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu to meet Jewish leaders in Mumbai today. 
 

 Sushma Swaraj meets Bangladesh Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali. 
 

 Maharashtra new policy to create 10,000 start-ups and 5 lakh jobs in the state. 
 

 China planning to send robot submarine to the sunken ship. 
 

 The US withholds $65 million from Palestinian aid programs. 
 

 Apple plans new US campus and will spend $350 billion over next 5 years. 
 

 Ravi Shankar’s brand Sri Sri Tattva to open 1000 stores by December. 
 

 Maharashtra govt signs MoU with Israel firm. 
 

 Ronaldinho retires from football. 
 

 Everton FC signs Theo Walcott from Arsenal FC. 
 

 India enters final of Blind Cricket World Cup. 
 

 Veteran Akali leader Manjit Singh Calcutta passes away. 
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 The Uttar Pradesh government decided to start metro services in Agra, 
Kanpur and Meerut cities by 2024 at a total estimated cost of Rs. 43,800 
crores. 

 Mr Singh, the UP-government spokesperson said the entire project will be 
completed by 2024. 

 He said the decision to start the services was taken at a cabinet meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. 

 The Kanpur project will have 31 stations and it will be 30-km-long costing 
over Rs. 17,000 crores, while Meerut metro project will be of 33 km costing 
over Rs. 13,800 crores. 

 Commerce and Industries Minister Suresh Prabhu said India is 
expected to become a $ 5 trillion economy in the next 8-9 years. 

 India is going to be $5 trillion economies in 8-9 years. $1 trillion will come 
from manufacturing. 

 The minister said if manufacturing alone is digitised it will create a huge 
opportunity for technology firms. 

 Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will interact with 25-30 
leaders of the Jewish community in Mumbai to address their grievances and 
issues. 

 Amongst issues likely to be put forth will be concerned about getting minority 
status for Jews across India and challenges in getting visas. 

 In 2016, Maharashtra became the second Indian state to grant the minority 
status to the Jews. Currently, only three states have given minority status to 
the community. 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj met visiting Bangladesh 
Foreign Minister A H Mahmood Ali and discussed various bilateral 
issues, as well as the Rohingya refugee crisis. 

 This comes at a time when Dhaka has counted more than a million Rohingya 
refugees living in camps near the border with Myanmar. 

 Bangladesh says it wants to start sending them home next week and has 
reached an initial agreement with Myanmar to complete the process within 
two years. 

 The Maharashtra government cleared a policy which will effectively roll 
out a red carpet for innovative start-ups. 

 The state government has introduced a range of incentives for start-ups, 
including the waiver on stamp duty and registration charges and patent 
registration. 

 With the policy, the government intends to develop 15 incubators, attract 
investment up to Rs5,000 crore by facilitating 10,000 start-ups. 

 They said it will also create 5 lakh direct and indirect jobs in the next five 
years. 

 China is preparing to send a robot submarine possibly followed by 
divers to explore and plug holes in a sunken Iranian oil tanker. 

 It claims that the Sanchi was lying under 115 meters (377 feet) of water in the 
East China Sea. 

 The cause of the collision remains under investigation. All 21 crew members of 
the freighter were reported safe. 

 The US donated $355 million to UNWRA in 2016 and was set to make a 
similar contribution in this year, with the first instalment to have been sent 
this month. 
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 The State Department said it was releasing the rest of the installment-$60 
million to prevent the agency from running out of cash by the end of the 
month. 

 The US is UNWRA’s largest donor, supplying nearly 30 percent of its budget. 
 The world’s most valuable company Apple said it will spend $350 

billion in development and create 20,000 jobs in the United States in the next 
five years. 

 Apple said that as required by the new tax law, it will pay $38 billion in taxes 
from its massive cash holdings overseas. 

 Given the new corporate tax rate of 15.5 percent, that indicates Apple is 
returning around $245 billion in cash to the United States. 

 Spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar’s consumer goods and wellness 
brand Sri Sri Tattva plan to expand its retail footprint with 1,000 retail stores 
by end 2018. 

 The proposed stores will be opened on a franchise model in association with 
Franchise India. 

 The company says they will have three type of stores like Sri Sri Tattva Mart, 
Sri Sri Tattva Wellness Place, and Sri Sri Tattva Home and Health. 

 The state government signed a MoU with an Israeli company for its 
ambitious Marathwada Water Grid project to tackle problems of 
drinking water and drought in the region. 

 The cabinet gave its nod for the project and partnership between Maharashtra 
and an Israeli company to promote the water grid projects. 

 Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis is looking at a long-term partnership 
between Maharashtra and Israel in agriculture development. 

 Brazilian World Cup winner Ronaldinho has formally confirmed his 
retirement from football. 

 The 37-year-old former Paris Saint-Germain and Barcelona star, a key 
member of the Brazil side which won the World Cup in 2002. 

  For Brazil, Ronaldinho made 97 appearances, scoring 33 goals, including two 
in the 2002 World Cup in Japan and South Korea. 

 Everton has completed the signing of Theo Walcott from Arsenal in a deal 
reportedly worth £20million. 

 Theo Walcott’s 12-year spell at Arsenal FC is over after he completed a 
switch to Everton FC, on a three-and-a-half-year deal. 

 Walcott made almost 400 appearances for Arsenal, scoring 108 goals, but has 
played just 47 minutes in six Premier League this year as a substitute 
appearance. 

 He becomes Everton’s second signing of the January transfer window after the 
Toffees signed striker Cenk Tosun from Besiktas. 

 India beat Bangladesh by seven wickets to set up a title clash with arch-rivals 
Pakistan in theBlind Cricket World Cup, in Ajman. 

 Defending champions India will take on Pakistan on January 20 at Sharjah. 
 Veteran Akali leader and former chief secretary of the SGPC Manjit 

Singh Calcuttadied in Amritsar on Wednesday. 
 Calcutta had remained the education minister in the Badal government when 

Panthic Sikh leader and SGPC president Gurcharan Singh Tohra was alive. 
 Calcutta began his political career in 1954 when he became the president of All 

India Sikh Students Federation (AISSF). 
 Mumbai’s first textile museum project is finally on track. 
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 Nitish Kumar launches project worth over Rs. 400 Crores. 
 

 Yogi Adityanath to attend VHP seers meet in Allahabad today. 
 

 Agni-5, Nuclear-capable fire and forget missile, successfully test-fired. 
 

 Tamil Nadu to host first ever Defence Expo in April, says Nirmala Sitharaman. 
 

 Niklaus-Samuel Gugger becomes first Indian-origin MP in Switzerland. 
 

 The US tests nuclear power system to sustain astronauts on Mars. 
 

 Indian origin MP is first female Muslim minister to address British 
parliament. 
 

 Uber-SoftBank deal has closed, making SoftBank largest shareholder. 
 

 Emirates throws Airbus A380 a lifeline with $16-billion deal. 
 

 L&T Technology Services wins $50-million contract. 
 

 Motorola to open 50 Moto Hubs in Delhi-NCR this month. 
 

 Virat Kohli wins Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for Cricketer of the Year and ODI 
Cricketer of the Year award. 
 

 Kohli becomes second Indian to reach 900-point mark in ICC rankings. 
 

 India rise to 102nd spot in FIFA rankings. 
 

 Gerard Pique renewed Barcelona contract until 2022. 
 

 Actor-director Kashinath passes away. 
 After 8 years of textile museum proposal, the Brihanmumbai Municipal 

Corporation (BMC) has floated a tender worth Rs25 crore for the first 
phase at Kalachowki in Chinchpokli. 

 The museum will come up at the 10-acre heritage precinct of the India United 
Mills compound. 

 The project aims to document, archive and represent Mumbai’s textile legacy. 
 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar inaugurated and laid foundation 

stones for more than 300 projects worth over Rs. 400 crores. 
 The Chief Minister visited a village under Ekma block of the district where he 

flagged off as many as 331 projects involving a total cost of Rs. 416 crores. 
 Addressing a public meeting on the occasion, Mr Kumar spoke about his 

government’s campaign against social evils like dowry and child marriage. 
 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath will attend the Vishwa 

Hindu Parishad’s (VHP) seers meet at Magh Mela grounds in Allahabad 
today. 

 This will be the first major public event of the VHP to be attended by 
Adityanath after he took charge as the chief minister. 
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 Organisers said that issues ranging from cow vigilantism to social equality, 
among others, will be discussed at the meet. 

 India has successfully test-fired its nuclear capable surface-to-surface Agni-5 
ballistic missilefrom a test range off the Odisha coast. 

 The home-grown intercontinental range missile, with a strike range of 5,000 
kilometres, is the most potent and longest range in its class in India. 

 With Agni-5, India can reach almost all of China and most of Europe. 
 Agni 5 is a fire and forget missile, which once fired cannot be stopped, except 

by an interceptor missile which only the US, Russia and Israel have. 
 Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said Tamil Nadu will host 

its first-ever bi-annual defence exhibition in April. 
 The exhibition will take place from April 11 to 14 and nearly 80 countries are 

expected to take part in it. 
 Sitharaman said the ministry officials had earlier visited several states to hold 

the event and the Tamil Nadu government immediately came forward and 
allotted land for the event. 

 Niklaus-Samuel Gugger the first Indian to be elected to the Swiss 
parliament. 

 Samuel was among 143 People of Indian Origin (PIO) parliamentarians 
from 24 countries who took part in the conference organised by the Ministry 
of External Affairs. 

 In 2002, he was elected town councillor from Winterthur city northeast of 
Zurich near the German border. 

 Initial tests for a long-duration NASA human mission on the inhospitable 
surface of Mars have been successfully tested. 

 National Aeronautics and Space Administration and U.S. Department of 
Energy officials said detailed the development of the nuclear fission system 
under NASA’s Kilopower project. 

 Officials said a full-power test will be conducted near the middle or end of 
March, a bit later than originally planned. 

 Nus Ghani, an Indian-origin parliamentarian in the UK, today became the 
first female Muslim minister to speak from the British Parliament dispatch 
box. 

 The 45-year-old takes the appointment as Parliamentary Under-Secretary at 
the Department for Transport by British Prime Minister Theresa May. 

 In 2015, she became the first Conservative party Muslim female candidate to 
be elected to Parliament. 

 A group of investors led by SoftBank Group Corp closed a deal with Uber 
Technologies Inc on Thursday. 

 This deal made SoftBank the largest stakeholder in the ride-services firm and 
providing a much-needed boost to controversy-ridden Uber. 

 The deal includes a large purchase of shares from existing Uber investors and 
employees at a discounted valuation for the company of $48 billion. 

 The Middle East’s largest airline, Emirates, announced it made a deal 
with Airbus to purchase 20 A380 aircraft with the option to buy 16 more in 
a deal worth $16 billion. 

 The Dubai-based Emirates already has 101 A380s in its fleet and 41 more on 
order, making it the largest operator of the jumbo jet. 

 Emirates Chairman and Chief Executive Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al 
Maktoum said the order will provide stability to the A380 production line. 
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     The L&T Technology Services said it has won a $50 million worth project 
spanning over five years from a global aerospace electronic systems manufacturer. 

 L&T Technology Services emerged as the winner to be the strategic supplier for the 
client’s ER&D. 

 The company said the project with LTTS will result in the transformation of the 
customer operations into a managed services model. 
 To firm up its retail footprint in the country, Lenovo-owned 

Motorola announced it would open 50 Moto Hubs stores in the capital this 
month. 

 In the second phase, the company plans to bring the Moto-Hub experience to 
over 100 cities. 

 The Moto Hubs will also offer accessories like on-ear and in-ear headphones, 
Moto shells and phone covers. 

 The company currently has 18 exclusive service centres in Delhi and 155 
across the country. 

 Virat Kohli, Indian cricket team captain won Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy 
for Cricketer of the Year and ODI Cricketer of the Year award during the 
annual International Cricket Council (ICC) awards. 

 Kohli, who was also named the captain of both ICC ODI and Test teams of the 
year, became the fourth Indian cricketer to have won ICC Cricketer of the year 
award. India jumps three places and stood on 102nd in the first FIFA 
rankings of the year released on Thursday. 

 Team India, who are just above 103rd placed Qatar, are ranked 14th among Asian 
countries. 

 The Indians remained unbeaten in 2017, having won seven of their nine matches 
while two ended in draws. 
 Rahul Dravid, Sachin Tendulkar and Ravichandran Ashwin are the other 

Indians to have received the honour in the past. 
 Virat Kohli has become only the second India batsman after Sunil Gavaskar 

to reach the 900-point mark in the latest MRF Tyres ICC Player 
Rankings. 

 Kohli is only the 31st batsman in the history of Test cricket to reach 900 
points. 

 Don Bradman sits on top of the table with 961 points, followed by Steve Smith 
947 points. 

 

 India had also qualified for the 2019 AFC Asian Cup. 
 Barcelona says it has reached a deal to renew Gerard Pique’s contract 

until 2022, adding a buyout clause of 500 million euros. 
 He joined Manchester United in 2004 and returned to Barcelona in 2008 

under coach Pep Guardiola. 
 He has played more than 420 matches with the Catalan club, scoring 37 goals 

and winning 25 titles. 
 Veteran Sandalwood director, actor and producer Kashinath died at 

a private hospital in Bengaluru on Thursday. 
 In his over a four-decade career, Kashinath is in association with nearly 50 

films. 
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 From Kundapur in Udupi district, he debuted in 1976 as a director with 
Aparoopada Athitigalu. 

 The First English Parliament was summoned by Simon de Montfort, Earl 
of Leicester in 1265.  

 China cedes Hong Kong to the British during the 1st Opium War in 1841. 
 Republic of Turkey was declared out of remnants of Ottoman 

Empire in 1921. 
 The Wannsee conference was held in Berlin in 1942 by Nazi officials to 

organize the “final solution”, the extermination of Europe’s Jews. 
 In 1945, Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn-in for the 4th time as US 

President. 
 Ronald Reagan was sworn in as the 40th President of the United States of 

America in 1981. 
 Barack Obama was sworn in as the 44th President of the United States of 

America in 2009. 
 Nine new cities added to Smart Cities Mission. 
 Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry to bring out a liveability index of 

116 cities. 
 Union Government to come up with India’s first National Urban 

Policyframework. 
 CRPF DG Sudeep Lakhtakia has been appointed as the new chief 

of National Security Guard. 
 Former Gujarat Chief Minister Anandiben Patel was appointed as the 

Governor of Madhya Pradesh. 
 Vizhinjam Port CEO Santosh Kumar Mohapatra has resigned from his 

position. 
 US to sell F-35 jets worth $6.53 billion to Belgium. 
 In a first, Drone rescues swimmers in Australia. 
 Britain appoints Loneliness Minister. 
 Patanjali products enter fair price shops in Himachal Pradesh. 
 Tata Steel has raised $1.3 billion from foreign investors through bonds. 
 Bangladesh thrash Sri Lanka for biggest one-day win. 
 Indian hockey defeated hosts New Zealand 3-1 in the Four Nations 

Invitational Tournament. 
 Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri announced 

that Silvassa (Dadra and Nagar Haveli) has topped the list of winning cities in 
the fourth round of Smart City competition. 

 The other cities are Erode (Tamil Nadu), Diu (Daman & Diu), Bihar Sharif 
(Bihar), Bareilly (Uttar Pradesh), Itanagar (Arunachal Pradesh), Moradabad 
(Uttar Pradesh), Saharanpur (Uttar Pradesh) and Kavaratti (Lakshwadeep). 

 Shillong (Meghalaya), has been given more time to submit its proposal as it 
failed to make it in time. 

 The government will invest Rs 500 crore per city in the mission with a target 
of transforming 100 cities into Smart Cities by 2022. 

 Information and communications technology (ICT) will be used for 
efficient management of basic urban services such as water supply, sanitation, 
housing, waste management and urban mobility. 

 The nine cities have proposed an investment of Rs 12,824 crore (on 409 
projects). 

 Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry has decided to bring out a livability 
index of 116 cities, including the 99 smart cities. 
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 Hardeep Singh Puri, Housing and Urban Affairs Minister said that 
the Economist Intelligence Unit, which brings out an annual livability 
index of cities across the world, will work on the list in India. 

 The EIU of The Economist, the London-based weekly, in alliance with 
the IPSOS Research Private Limited and Athena Infonomics (India pvt 
ltd) are doing the assessment of the livability index. 

 World Bank will be funding the assessment and it will be of relative nature, 
with the 116 cities graded against each other. 

 Currently, the EIU Global Livability Ranking’ for 140 cities includes only two 
Indian cities — Mumbai and Delhi. 

 Delhi is at 100th spot and Mumbai at 115th. The ranking is based on 
parameters like stability, healthcare, culture, environment, education and 
infrastructure. 

 Delhi scores a high 75/100 on education, but a low 55/100 on health. Mumbai 
ranks low on infrastructure (51/100). 

 Melbourne has consistently figured as the most livable city, while Damascus in 
conflict-torn Syria is shown to be the least livable. 

 The Union government is set to come up with India’s first National Urban 
Policy frameworkby March this year. 

 The housing and urban affairs ministry has appointed a panel, headed 
by Smart City Mission Director Sameer Sharma, to develop the policy 
framework. 

 With the New Urban Agenda, India is looking internally and trying to see how 
we can align with it and come up with a National Urban Policy. 

 The National Urban Policy will focus on 10 main areas such as cooperative 
federalism, agglomeration economies, harnessing rural-urban continuum, 
inclusive growth, sustainability, empowering local-level institutions, sound 
housing and urban infrastructure finance system, social justice and gender 
equity, and robust urban information system. 

 The United States State Department has approved the sale of 34 F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter Conventional Take-off and Landing (CTOL) aircraft 
to Belgium. 

 According to Defence Security Cooperation Agency under the US 
Department of Defence, the agency notified Congress of the sale for an 
estimated $6.53 billion. 

 The sale also includes 38 Pratt & Whitney F-135 engines, 34 installed ones and 
four spares  and other equipment for the radar-evading high-tech fighter. 

 The sale of F-35s will provide Belgium with a credible defense capability to 
deter aggression in the region and ensure interoperability with US forces. 

 Governments of Finland, Germany, Switzerland, Spain and others are also 
potential customers of the jet. 

 A drone rescued two swimmers off an Australian beach on Thursday. 
 The rescue took place as life savers at Lennox Head, were preparing for a 

training session on using drones to pull swimmers to safety. 
 The practice turned into a real rescue when someone noticed that two men 

swimming outside safety flags were in trouble in a three-metre (10-foot) swell. 
 Lifeguards launched the drone, steered it towards the swimmers and dropped 

a “rescue pod” into the water, where it expanded so the swimmers could grab 
it and swim to shore. 

 Rescue took just 70 seconds. The two swimmers were exhausted but 
unharmed. 
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 Barilaro said the state government had invested A$430,000($343,000) in a 
trial of drone technology in December. 

 The British government has appointed its first ever minister for loneliness. 
 The ministry will help tackle the problem of isolation and loneliness suffered 

by an estimated 9 million people in the country. 
 It follows a cross-party initiative to tackle an issue that was one of the legacies 

of Jo Cox, the Labour MP who was brutally murdered by a far right activist in 
2016. 

 Her work was carried on by Conservative MP Seema Kennedy and Labour MP 
Rachel Reeves, who together chaired a commission on loneliness that reported 
late last year, and called for national action. 

 Patanjali promoted by yoga guru Baba Ramdev are set to make entry into fair 
price shops run by the Himachal Pradesh State Civil supplies Corporation. 

 The decision was taken by at a meeting convened by Food and Supplies 
Minister Krishan Kapoor with officials of the Patanjali Trust. 

 Till now, Patanjali sold its products in the state either through its own outlets 
or franchise stores. 

 During the earlier BJP government, Patanjali Trust was given 21 acres of land 
to set up a herbal garden-cum-ayurveda centre at Sadhupul near Solan. 

 Leading alloy producer Tata Steel has raised Rs 8,400 crore through bonds 
from foreign investors to refinance debt on its international balance sheet. 

 It raised $300 million through five-year papers at 4.45%, and another $1 
billion through 10-year papers at 5.45%. 

 Tata Steel had a debt of over Rs 90,250 crore. The steel maker used its 
Singapore arm Abja Investment for the fund-raising programme. 

 Against its requirement of $1.3 billion, the company’s bond issue generated a 
book size of more than $7 billion, which helped it to lower the rate of interest 
offered in the two types of bonds. 

 Besides the $1.3-billion bond issue, the company is also raising Rs 12,800 
crore ($2 billion) through a domestic rights offer to finance its capacity 
expansion and pare debt. 

 The company is raising capacity by 5 million tonnes per annum at its 
Kalinganagar plant, which currently has a capacity of 13 million tonnes. 

 Sudeep Lakhtakia, CRPF special DG has been appointed as the new chief of 
National Security Guard (NSG). 

 Lakhtakia will take over from S P Singh, the current chief of NSG, who retires 
on January 31. 

 The order was issued by the Appointment Committee of the Cabinet headed 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 Sudeep is currently serving as a Special Director General in the Central 
Reserve Police Force(CRPF) headquarters in New Delhi. 

 Anandiben Patel, Former Gujarat Chief Minister was named the Governor 
of Madhya Pradesh. 

 Rashtrapati Bhavan, announced that the President of India has appointed 
Smt. Anandiben Patel, to be the Governor of Madhya Pradesh with effect from 
the date she assumes charge of her office. 

 Patel succeeded Narendra Modi as the Chief Minister of Gujarat after he 
became the Prime Minister. 

 Gujarat Governor Om Prakash Kohli currently holds additional charge of 
Madhya Pradesh. 
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 Adani Group-owned Vizhinjam Port Chief Executive Officer Santosh 
Kumar Mohapatrahas quit for personal reasons. 

 Santosh who hails from Bhubaneswar, cited personal reasons for taking the 
decision. 

 The construction agreement for the Rs 7,525 crore Vizhinjam 
International Deepwater Multipurpose Seaport project was signed 
between Adani Group Chairman, Gautam Adani and then Kerala Chief 
Minister Oommen Chandy. 

 The project, to be developed under Design, Build, Finance, Operate and 
Transfer (DBFOT),mode will be completed in four phases. 

 Tamim Iqbal scored 84 runs as Bangladesh hit 320 and claimed their biggest 
win in one-day cricket on Friday. 

 Sri Lanka, under new coach Chandika Hathurusingha, were bowled out for 
157. 

 Sri Lanka lost to Zimbabwe in their previous match in the three-nation 
contest. 

 Tamim plundered two sixes and seven fours as Bangladesh came within four 
runs of their record one-day score against Sri Lanka. 

 Shakib Al Hasan who made 67, and took three for 47 to claim man of the 
match honours, and Mushfiqur Rahim on 62. 

 Tamim put on a scintillating 99 for the second wicket with Shakib before 
wicketkeeper Niroshan Dickwella successfully reviewed a not-out decision to 
end his 102-ball innings. 

 Sri Lanka, rebuilding under Hathurusingha after their worst year in 
international cricket, never posed a serious threat as they lost by 163 runs. 

 Indian hockey team defeated hosts New Zealand 3-1 at the Four Nations 
Invitational Tournament to enter the final in Tauranga. 

 Harmanpreet Singh, Dilpreet Singh and Mandeep Singh scored for India 
while Kane Russell was the lone scorer for New Zealand. 

 India will face Olympic silver medallist Belgium in the final clash on Sunday. 
 Belgium sealed their berth after beating Japan 4-1. 
 The Swiss Anabaptist Movement was born in 1525,  when Conrad 

Grebel,Felix Manz, George Blaurock, and a dozen others baptize each 
other in the home of Manz’s mother in Zürich. 

 Louis XVI of France was executed by the guillotine in Paris, for high 
treason in1793. 

 The Battle of Khe Sanh, of the Vietnam War began at the Khe Sanh Air 
Base in 1968. 

 Worldwide stock markets crashed in 2008 (Black Monday). European 
stocks closed with their worst result since 9/11, and Asian stocks droped 15%. 

 111 women were felicitated by President Ram Nath Kovind for their work in 
their respective fields. 

 Lockheed Martin proposes to manufacture F-16 fighter jets in India. 
 India became a member of export control regime Australia Group. 
 World Economic Forum (WEF) to kick off in Davos on Monday. 
 Island volcano in Papua New Guinea erupts. 
 Tata Group to merge 5 private equity units into a single $1bn fund. 
 ONGC buys government’s stake in HPCL for Rs 36,915 crore. 
 Wipro headcount falls, to focus on local hiring. 
 FC Goa defeats Kerala Blasters 2-1 in ISL. 
 Vladimir Kramnik defeats Viswanathan Anand. 
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 `Dabbawalas’ of Mumbai to run the Mumbai Marathon. 
 President Ram Nath Kovind felicitated 111 women for their remarkable 

journey as “first ladies” in their respective fields. 
 Beno Zephine, India’s first 100% visually-impaired person to join the Indian 

Foreign Service was among the awardees. 
 She passed the civil services examination with a rank of 343 in the coveted 

foreign service. She is currently serving in the Indian embassy in Paris. 
 Women and child development ministry had organized the event 

at Rashtrapati Bhawan, where the “first ladies” were felicitated. 
 The event saw India’s first woman bartender, the first coffee taster and the 

first train driver and first woman porter and the first woman detective. 
 American aerospace and defense major Lockheed Martin has proposed to 

manufacture F-16 fighter jets in India. 
 With this deal, Indian industry will become a part of the world’s largest fighter 

aircraft ecosystem. 
 F-16 provides the path to business relationships with Lockheed Martin, the 

only company in the world that has designed, developed and produced 
operational fifth generation fighter aircraft. 

 Technology improvements will also continue to flow between the F-16, F-22 
and F-35 for decades, at a fraction of the cost to F-16 operators. 

 The platform provides unmatched opportunities for Indian companies of all 
sizes, including micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and 
suppliers throughout India, to partner with Lockheed Martin. 

 The aircrafts will get modern avionics, modernised cockpit, advanced 
weapons, longer range with conformal fuel tanks, auto ground collision 
avoidance capability, and an advanced engine with an extended service life. 

 India has become a member of export control regime Australia Group which 
checks proliferation of chemical and biological weapons. 

 This is the third group India has joined after Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR) and Wassenaar Arrangement. 

 The government said that India had joined the Australia Group (AG) on 
January 19, 2018 following the completion of internal procedures for joining 
the Group. 

 The Group decided to admit India as the Group’s 43rd participant through a 
consensus decision. 

 Australia Group works to counter the spread of materials, equipment and 
technologies that could help development or acquisition of chemical and 
biological weapons (CBW) by states or terrorist groups. 

 The annual World Economic Forum (WEF) to kick off in the Swiss resort 
of Davos on Monday. 

 PM Narendra Modi will participate in theeveny along with 130 participants 
from India. 

 “Creating a Shared Future in a Fractured World” is the theme of the forum 
this year. 

 More than 3,000 world leaders from the diverse segments such as business, 
art, academia, politics and civil society will be part of the event. 

 Modi will be accompanied by six union ministers — Arun Jaitley, Suresh 
Prabhu, Piyush Goyal, Dharmendra Pradhan, M J Akbar and Jitendra Singh. 

 US President Donald Trump and Pakistani Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi is also expected to attend the event. 
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 German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Italian Prime Minister Paolo 
Gentiloni, European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker, 
French President Emmanuel Macron, UK PM Theresa May and 
Canadian PM Justin Trudeau are among the other dignitaries. 

 An island volcano in Papua New Guinea erupted on Sunday, sending 
plumes of steam and ash into the air. 

 Thousands of people have been evacuated from islands surrounding Kadovar 
Island. 

 Flights nearby have been canceled due to the risk posed by ash plumes and 
ships were warned to stay away from the island. 

 Experts warned last week that seismic activity beneath the volcano meant that 
a major eruption could be imminent. 

 Prime Minister Peter O’Neill has said support for evacuations are underway 
and he has warned northern coastal communities to be alert for possible 
tsunamis. 

 Kadovar is off the northern coast of New Guinea, the larger island that 
includes Papua New Guinea’s capital, Port Moresby. 

 Papua New Guinea sits on the “Ring of Fire,” a line of seismic faults 
encircling the Pacific that has frequent earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 

 The Tata Group is combining its private equity (PE) business into a single 
big fund. 

 Tata Capital runs five funds worth over $1 billion — making it the largest 
corporate-sponsored PE franchise in the country. 

 A growth equity fund ($250 million), healthcare fund, innovations fund and 
special situations fund are the other four operations that make up Tata 
Capital’s PE platform. 

 Praveen Kadle, current CEO and MD of Tata Capital since its formation, 
will be leaving this April. 

 ICICI Bank veteran and ex-True North partner Rajiv Sabharwal, will be 
replacing him. 

 Tata Opportunities Fund has invested in Uber, Ginger hotels, Tata Sky, 
Shriram Properties, Varroc Engineering and TVS Logistics. 

 Tata Capital Growth Fund has invested in Janalakshmi Financial Services 
and Star Health Insurance among others. 

 State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) announced acquisition of 
government’s entire 51.11 per cent stake in oil refiner HPCL for Rs 36,915 
crore. 

 ONGC will pay Rs 473.97 per share for 77.8 crore shares of the government 
in Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd (HPCL). 

 EY, ONGC’s own valuation adviser had put HPCL’s valuation at Rs 475 a share 
plus a premium for getting the controlling stake. Citi put the price at Rs 500 
per share. 

 Finance Ministry said that the Government of India has entered into an 
agreement with ONGC today for strategic sale of its 51.11 per cent equity 
share-holding in HPCL at a consideration of Rs 36,915 crore. 

 In this process, ONGC has acquired significant mid-stream and downstream 
capacity and will attain economies of scale at various levels of operations. 

 With a turnover of Rs 2,13,489 crore and profit of Rs 6,502 crore during 2016-
17, HPCL ranks at 384th position in Fortune Global 500 and 48th place in 
Platts 250 Global Energy Companies. 
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 Wipro‘s total headcount at the end of December fell due to the impact of 
automation which makes basic jobs redundant. 

 It had 162,553 employees on December 31, compared to 163,759 on 
September 30. 

 It giant has increased hiring in the NITs and IITs. 
 Govil explained the criteria to hire in the current age is a candidate’s aptitude 

to learn and learning agility. 
 “The concept of hiring has now changed to re-skilling. 
 The company said it has also stepped out hiring in its overseas markets with 

55% of its US employees being local, up from 36% twenty months ago. 
 The number is as high as 95% in Latin America and 66% in continental 

Europe. 
 Wipro is hiring talent at entry level, grooming them and then aiming to create 

local leadership. 
 Mumbai’s famed `dabbawalas’ participated in the Mumbai Marathon on 

Sunday  to promote their recently launched `Roti Bank’ initiative. 
 “Roti Bank” is an initiative by the dabbawalas to avoid food wastage. Under 

it, the dabbawalas have set up a dedicated call centre where people can inform 
if they have excess food. 

 It would be collected and distributed to homeless people who otherwise would 
have starved on that day. 

 Members of the Mumbai Dabbawala Association (MDA) took part in the 
marathon to sensitise people about the initiative. 

 FC Goa beat Kerala Blasters FC’s 2-1 in the Hero Indian Super 
League (ISL). 

 Ferran Corominas scored his 10th goal of the season in the seventh minute 
while another Spaniard, Edu Bedia, secured the winner in the 77th minute 
after CK Vineeth had drawn his team level in the 29th minute. 

 The win gave FC Goa 19 points from 10 matches but they continue to be 
placed fourth on the table. 

 Indian grandmaster Viswanathan Anand was defeated by Vladimir 
Kramnik of Russia in the seventh round of the Tata Steel Masters chess 
tournament, in Netherlands. 

 The Italian opening by the Indian became very complicated when Anand 
decided to keep his king in the middle of the board and Kramnik showed deep 
understanding in finding the right man oeuvres. 

 Anand slipped to joint sixth spot from his overnight joint second position. 
 Shakhriyar Mamedyarov of Azerbaijan stretched his lead to a full point 

after his third straight victory in the tournament. 
 Anand, on four, shares the sixth position along with Sergey 

Karjakin of Russia. 
 Indian masters – B Adhiban played out a draw with Maxim Matlakov of 

Russia to inch his tally up to 1.5 points. 
 In the challengers section, grand master Vidit Gujrathi was again held to a 

draw by Lucas Van Foreest of Holland. 
 In the year 1946 US president Harry Truman sets up the Central Intelligence 

Agency. 
 Prince William of Orange (future King William III of Britain), summons 

Convention Parliament to discuss ruling jointly with his wife Mary in the year 
1689. 

 In 1973 US Supreme Court legalizes most abortions. 
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 Piyush Goyal plans railway stations completely safe by 2022. 
 

 India, Japan to introduce AI, robotics in defence sector. 
 

 India begins talks with Russia for Rs 39,000 cr Triumf missile shield deal. 
 

 Pawan Kalyan to announce political voyage from Telangana temple today. 
 

 India to have automated ocean pollution system from April. 
 

 Google doodle pays tribute to filmmaker Sergei Eisenstein on his 120th 
birthday. 
 

 Saudi Arabia coalition announces $1.5 billion in aid for Yemen. 
 

 US government to remain closed on Monday as Senate still short of a deal. 
 

 India to become the fastest growing large economy in 2018, says Report. 
 

 ONGC to acquire govt entire stake in HPCL for Rs 36,915 Cr. 
 

 Honda Cars India recalls over 22,800 vehicles. 
 

 Anand draws with Svidler at Tata Steel Chess. 
 

 Watford hires former Malaga boss Javi Gracia to replace Marco Silva. 

 Railway minister Piyush Goyal said more CCTV cameras will be installed in 
coaches and at stations across the country to prevent human trafficking and 
ensure the safety of women and children. 

 Goyal, who took a local train between Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus 
(CSMT) and Matunga, said by 2022, the government aims to make stations 
completely safe. 

 He said the railway ministry is working with the Nitin Gadkari-led transport 
ministry for speedy clearances of various projects. 

India, Japan to introduce AI, robotics in defence sector. 

 India and Japan will work together to introduce artificial intelligence and 
robotics in the defence sector. 

 After the nuclear agreement was ratified by the Japanese parliament late 2017, 
Sonora said India and Japan would be setting up a joint task force for commercial 
agreements. 

 In 2018, Japan’s is aiming for a “free and open Indo-Pacific”, a theme Sonora 
expounded on at the recent Raisina Dialogue. 
 India has now begun final contract negotiations with Russia for the Rs 39,000 

crore acquisition of five advanced S-400 Triumf air defence missile 
systems. 

 The missiles can detect, track and destroy hostile strategic bombers, stealth 
fighters, spy planes, missiles and drones at a range of up to 400 km and 
altitude of 30 km. 
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 All the five S-400 systems, which can even take on medium-range ballistic 
missiles, apart from cruise missiles, will be delivered in 54 months. 

 Jana Sena founder and Tollywood actor Pawan Kalyan said he would 
visit Hanuman Temple in Kondagattu near Karimnagar today and announce 
his political programme. 

 Kalyan, however, said he would announce his plan of action for the next three 
days tomorrow, as he has not yet decided the exact mode he would adapt to 
reach masses. 

 Kalyan, who floated Jana Sena ahead of the 2014 polls, had extended full 
support to the TDP-BJP combine back then. 

 India is all set to have its own automated ocean pollution observation system 
this year which will help keep a tab on ocean pollution levels. 

 According to SSC Shenoi, director, Indian National Centre for Ocean 
Information Services (INCOIS), the system will become functional by 
April this year. 

 The cost of the project is estimated to be at Rs. 100 crores. 
 India is all set to have its own automated ocean pollution observation system 

this year which will help keep a tab on ocean pollution levels. 
 According to SSC Shenoi, director, Indian National Centre for Ocean 

Information Services (INCOIS), the system will become functional by 
April this year. 

 The cost of the project is estimated to be at Rs. 100 crores. 
 Monday marks the 120th birth anniversary of Soviet film director and 

film theorist Sergei Eisenstein and Google dedicated its doodle to the 
filmmaker. 

 He directed several groundbreaking films, including Battleship Potemkin, 
Strike, and The General Line. 

 He was honoured with Stalin prize in 1941 and 1946. 
 Saudi Arabia has announced USD 1.5 billion in new aid for Yemen, 

where nearly three years of conflict has devastated the local economy. 
 The expansion of ports will be supported with up to USD 40 million from the 

Saudi-led coalition. 
 Additionally, the kingdom said it will make a donation of up to USD 2 billion 

in fuel for the transportation of humanitarian aid. 
 A US government shutdown will enter its third day on Monday as Senate 

negotiators failed to reach a deal late on Sunday on Democrats’ demand for 
legislation protecting Dreamers. 

 The Senate set a vote for 12 pm on advancing a measure that would provide 
temporary government funding through February 8 and allow thousands of 
federal employees to return to work. 

 It was not clear whether enough Democrats would vote on Monday to advance 
the temporary spending bill and end the government shutdown. 

 India will overtake China to be the fastest growing large economy in 2018 and 
the country’s equity market will become the fifth largest in the world, says a 
report. 

 According to a Sanctum Wealth Management report, India will become 
the fastest growing large economy in the world, eclipsing China. 

 The report says at a time when developed economies are cheering 2-3% 
growth, India is focused on breaching 7.5%. 

 State-owned ONGC said it will acquire the government’s entire 51.11 
percent stake in HPCL for Rs 36,915 crore. 
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 ONGC will pay the government Rs 473.97 per share, a premium of over 10 
percent of the 60-days weighted average of HPCL’s scrip. 

 ONGC’s share had closed at Rs 193.60 on BSE, down 0.23 percent over its 
previous close. HPCL shares traded last at Rs 416.55, up 1.34 percent. 

 Honda Cars India is recalling 22,834 units of the Accord, City and Jazz 
models in the country as part of a global exercise to rectify faulty airbags. 

 The company, which is present in India through a wholly-owned arm Honda 
Cars India Ltd (HCIL), announced that the latest recall would impact 
models which were manufactured in 2013. 

 According to the company, the recall would affect 510 units of the premium 
sedan Accord, 22,084 units of the City and 240 units of the Jazz. 

 Indian Grandmaster Viswanathan Anand played out a draw 
against Peter Svidler of Russia in the eighth round of Tata Steel Masters 
chess tournament. 

 Looking for his sixth record title here, Anand took his tally to 4.5 points out of 
a possible eight. 

 Anand now needs to score at least two wins in the remaining five rounds to 
win the title. 

 Watford’s replaced Marco Silva with Javi Gracia following a downturn 
in form blamed on Everton. 

 Javi Gracia is Watford’s ninth manager in less than six years. 
 Watford has fallen to 10th place in the Premier League after winning only one 

of its last 11 games. 
 In the year 1950 Israeli Knesset resolves Jerusalem is capital of Israel. 
 US President Richard Nixon announces an accord has been reached to end 

Vietnam War in the year 1973. 
 Sweden becomes the first nation in the world to ban aerosol sprays in the year 

1978 that believed to be damaging to earth’s ozone layer. 
 PM Modi holds global CEO meet, pitches for business opportunities in India. 

 
 Madhya Pradesh budget session to begin on February 26. 

 
 Engine-less train with 160 kmph to be out in June. 

 
 RSS to hold biggest volunteers’ meet in Meerut on Feb 25. 

 
 Canadian PM Justin Trudeau to visit India from February 17 to 23. 

 
 India, China to co-host energy meet in Delhi. 

 
 India-UAE investment task force to facilitate over $1 billion into India. 

 
 China donates over 32,000 solar power generators to Nepal. 

 
 UAE launches an app for Indians seeking work visas. 

 
 Chinese Navy gets new electronic warfare aircraft. 

 
 Facebook to train 1 million people, businesses in EU by 2020. 
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 Airtel’s Wynk Music crosses over 75 million downloads. 
 

 Apple joins Malala Fund to strengthen girl’s education in India, and globally. 
 

 Amazon to introduce voice commands on Alexa for Android. 
 

 IPL 2018 to begin on April 7 in Mumbai. 
 

 Sanchez signs for Manchester United, Mkhitaryan joins Arsenal. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday hosted a round-table meeting 

with CEOs of top global companies in Davos. 
 PM Modi hosted the welcome reception for the international elite, who 

gathered to discuss the challenges confronting the global economy. 
 The Prime Minister narrated India’s growth story and presented exciting 

opportunities for global business in India at the roundtable meeting. 
 The Madhya Pradesh budget session will take place from February 26 

to March 28, according to an official notification issued. 
 Anandiben Patel, who has been appointed as Governor of the state, will 

address the House on the first day. 
 The 31-day budget session will incorporate 18 sittings where state budget for 

the financial year 2018-19 would be presented to transact government and 
non-government work. 

 Being the election year, it would be the last session of the Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan government. 

 This June, Indian Railways is going to roll out high-speed, “engine-less” train 
sets, its most significant technology upgrade in its fleet of passenger coaches. 

 Named “Train 18” in consonance in 2018, the year of its production, the 
train sets will be manufactured in Integral Coach Factory, Chennai. 

 General Manager of ICF Sudhanshu Mani said we expect to roll it out 
by June this year. 

 The RSS will hold its biggest congregation of swayamsevaks in Meerut on 
February 25 to deepen its roots in western UP. 

 The Meerut pranth of Paschim Kshetra was a strong base for RSS nearly 15 
years back. After the BJP returned to power last year, the RSS is attempting to 
strengthen its roots here. 

 The RSS has made the registrations online for a fee of Rs 50 and that made a 
collection of Rs 1.5 crore for the organization. 

 India and China, along with South Korea, will co-host a meeting of energy 
ministers from 60 countries in New Delhi in April. 

 The meeting, which will be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
will see ministers discuss about global energy security. 

 The event assumes significance as most meetings of the forum is held in oil-
producing countries, with the next meeting slated to be in China. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi prepares to travel to UAE  with the investment 
and economic relationship between the two countries is slowly gathering 
steam. 

 Commerce minister Suresh Prabhu and the chairman of ADIA, 
Sheikh Hamid bin Zayed al Nahyan, is looking to facilitate over $1 billion 
into India in the coming months. 

 The UAE has invested over $10 billion in India, of which $4 billion is in FDI. 
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 ADIA (Abu Dhabi Investment Authority) is on the board of the NIIF, by virtue 
of its initial investment of $1 billion into the NIIF. 

 Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will visit India from February 
17-23 with the aim to strengthen bilateral strategic partnerships. 

 Trudeau will visit on the invitation of his Indian counterpart, Narendra Modi, 
the Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement. 

 The visit is aimed at further strengthening bilateral relations between the two 
countries in key areas of mutual interest, including trade and investment and 
energy. 

 China has donated over 32,000 solar power generating systems to 
Nepal to enhance its domestic capacity and to provide electricity. 

 The donated items included 32,000 sets of household solar power generation 
systems and 325 sets of solar power generation systems. 

 China has been investing heavily in Nepal as it seeks to expand its influence. 
 The United Arab Emirates has launched a smartphone app for Indians 

seeking work visas that are aimed at streamlining the process and completing 
most of the procedures in India. 

 With the app, the applicants can make a hassle-free entry into the workforce. 
 Currently available in Hindi and English for Android platforms, the app will 

soon be rolled out in Malayalam in view of a large number of people from 
Kerala who apply for work visas. 

 China has built a new type of electronic warfare aircraft which can cover 
bigger combat areas such as the South and East China seas. 

 The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy’s South China Sea Fleet 
deployed the H-6G bomber in its recent combat manoeuvres. 

 The aircraft developed for 10 years in service is equipped with the Electronic 
Countermeasures (ECM) pods underneath its wings. 

 Facebook will train one million people and business owners across 
the European Union (EU)by 2020. 

 It will invest 10 million euros in innovation in France through its Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) research facility. 

 Over the next two years, Facebook will join digital growth partner Freeformers 
to offer training to 300,000 people across the EU. 

 Wynk Music the over-the-top (OTT) music application from Airtel on 
Monday announced that it has crossed 75 million app installations. 

 Launched in 2015, the platform has a collection of over three million songs, 
including music in 12 Indian regional languages. 

 13% of Wynk Music’s active users now come from rural India and contribute 
to nearly 10% of the overall daily streams. 

 Technology giant Apple has teamed up with the Malala Fund, led by 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Malala Yousafzai, to double the number of grants 
awarded to the children. 

 Apple’s support is expected to double the number of grants awarded by 
funding programmes to India and Latin America. 

 Apple will become the fund’s first Laureate partner, enabling a significant 
expansion of Yousafzai’s effort to support girls’ education. 

 Amazon announced that it will be introducing voice commands for 
the Android version of Alexa, its voice assistant. 

 The implementation of voice integration into its Android app for Alexa implies 
that users can speak directly to their handset to perform a number of 
functions. 
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 Earlier, Amazon introduced select voice functionality to its mobile shopping 
app, while forgoing the functionality for the Alexa app until now. 

 The 11th edition of the Indian Premier League (IPL) will take place 
from April 7 to May 27. 

 Accepting broadcaster Star Sports’ request, the IPL GC has also allowed a shift 
in timings of the matches. 

 A total of 578 players including 360 Indians will go under the hammer at the 
IPL auction in Bangalore on January 27 and 28. 

 Alexis Sanchez said he was “thrilled to be joining the biggest club in the 
world” as he moved to Manchester United from Arsenal in a swap deal 
with Henrikh Mkhitaryan. 

 It has been widely reported that Sanchez will earn a pre-tax salary of 
£500,000 a week. 

 Sanchez joined Arsenal for £31.7 million in 2014 after three years at 
Barcelona. 

 In the year 1857 the University of Calcutta founded as the first full-fledged 
university in South Asia. 
 

 Apple Computer Inc unveils its revolutionary Macintosh personal computer in 
the year 1984. 

 In 1899 Rubber heel for boots or shoes patented by American Humphrey 
O’Sullivan. 

 Bihar govt sanctions Rs 100 crore a year for minorities. 
 

 Sushma Swaraj meets Brunei FM, discusses ways to strengthen ties. 
 

 Shiv Sena won’t ally with BJP in 2019 polls. 
 

 The US congratulates India for joining Australia Group. 
 

 UP Budget session from February 8 to March 20. 
 

 RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat to hoist tricolour at Kerala school on Republic Day. 
 

 US Senate confirms Jerome Powell as next chairman of the federal reserve. 
 

 China to build 6-lane “Intelligent Expressway” by 2022. 
 

 Scientists discover a piece of America in Australia. 
 

 Jaitley says India to become one of three largest economies in 25 years. 
 

 ONGC gets govt nod to sell a stake in IOC, GAIL to fund HPCL buy. 
 

 Facebook invents a new time unit called ‘Flicks’. 
 

 Toys ‘R’ Us to shut about 180 US stores. 
 

 Atletico Madrid knocked out of Copa del Rey by Sevilla. 
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 Crystal Palace signs Poland defender Jaroslaw Jach on a three-year deal. 
 

 Winger Aaron Lennon completes switch to Burnley from Everton. 
 The Bihar government on Tuesday allocated Rs 100 crore per annum for a 

scheme aimed at employment generation among people from minority 
communities. 

 The state cabinet meeting chaired by chief minister Nitish Kumar gave its nod 
for an amendment in the guidelines for “Mukhayamantri Alpasankhyak 
Rozgar Rin Yojana. 

 As per the amendment, the state minorities finance commission will be given 
Rs 100 crore every year, with effect from the financial year 2017-18. 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on Tuesday met her Bruneian 
counterpart Lim Jock Seng and discussed ways to strengthen ties. 

 Swaraj and Peng’s meeting came two days ahead of the India-ASEAN 
Commemorative Summit to be held here. 

 In an unprecedented event, all the ASEAN leaders will also be the chief guests 
at the Republic Day parade. 

 Shiv Sena, BJP’s oldest and for at least 25 years its sturdiest ally, 
announced on Tuesday that it would go solo for the Lok 
Sabha and Maharashtra assembly polls in 2019. 

 The tie-up came apart again for the 2017 Mumbai civic polls where BJP fell 
just 2 seats short of the Sena tally. 

 Uddhav also spelt out Sena’s expansion plan with militant Hindutva as its 
plank. 

 The Sena also passed a resolution to win “at least 25 LS seats (out of 48 in the 
state) and 150 assembly seats (out of 288)” in 2019. 

 Calling India a valued non-proliferation partner, the US Department of State 
said that Washington looks forward to working with India. 

 Last week, India became a member of the ‘Australia Group’ (AG), helping 
it to bolster its credentials in the field of non-proliferation and also help it 
acquire critical technologies. 

 Following its entry into the AG, India became a member of the three of the 
four non-proliferation regimes, Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR), the Wassenaar Agreement (WA) and the Australia Group 
(AG). 

 The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet cleared the decision to convene the state’s 
Budget Session from February 8 to March 20. 

 This is in line with the Centre’s move to shift the fiscal year from April-March 
to February-January. 

 The Cabinet also cleared an excise policy that aimed at reducing “monopoly” 
by introducing the online mode of applying for licenses. 

 RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat will hoist the national flag at a CBSE-affiliated 
school in Kerala’s Palakkad district this Republic Day. 

 Bhagwat, who would be in Palakkad for a three-day RSS camp, will hoist the 
national flag at Vyasa Vidya Peethom. 

 The government circular dated January 17 said the ceremonial hoisting of the 
national flag should be done by the heads of the departments/educational 
institutions 

 The Senate on Tuesday confirmed Jerome Powell as the next 
chairman of the Federal Reserve. 
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 The Senate approved Powell by a margin of 85 to 12, as the nominee was 
supported by a majority of Democrats and nearly all Republicans. 

 Powell, a former Carlyle Group executive, also worked in President George 
H.W. Bush’s Treasury Department, as well as at the Bipartisan Policy Center, a 
Washington think tank. 

 China is planning to build a 161-km-long, six-lane intelligent expressway 
by 2022 in Zhejiang Province in the east. 

 The freeway, linking Hangzhou with Ningbo, is expected to increase the 
average traffic speed by 20 to 30 percent. 

 China’s expressways have the speed limits between 100 kmph and 120 kmph, 
with the average traffic speed estimated at 90 kmph. 

 Researchers have discovered rocks in Queensland that bear striking 
similarities to those found in North America. 

 They are suggesting that a chunk of Australia was actually part of America 1.7 
billion years ago. 

 Our research shows that about 1.7 billion years ago, Georgetown rocks were 
deposited into a shallow sea when the region was part of North America. 

 Finance minister Arun Jaitley said India will be one of the three largest 
economies in the world over the next 25 years. 

 He said that India stood as an exception in a world where most countries had 
started to increasingly look inwards. 

 The Asean nations growth rate is 4.5-5 percent in a situation where the world 
has seen a global slowdown. 

 State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) has got approval from 
the government for selling its stake in IOC and GAIL to help fund the Rs 
36,915 crore acquisition of HPCL. 

 ONGC holds 13.77 percent stake in nation’s biggest refiner Indian Oil Corp 
(IOC), which at today’s trading price is worth over Rs 26,200 crore. 

 It also holds 4.86 percent stake in gas utility GAIL India Ltd, which is worth 
over Rs 3,847 crores. 

 Facebook has just invented a new unit of time, called Flicks. Flicks could be 
a big boon for programmers or developers working on visual effects or post-
production. 

 The unit is slightly larger than a nanosecond and is aimed to help content 
creators working on visual effects for film, television or any other media. 

 Flicks are 1/705600000 of a second which makes it slightly longer than one 
nanosecond which is equal to 0.000000001 seconds. 

 The Canadian arm of Toys “R” Us Inc said on Tuesday that about 180 of 
its stores will be shut in the United States in the coming months. 

 The toy store chain tries to emerge from one of the largest ever bankruptcies 
by a speciality retailer. 

 President of the Canadian unit, Melanie Teed-Murch said all 83 Toys “R” Us 
(Canada) Ltd stores will remain open for business as usual. 

 Sevilla defeated Atletico Madrid 3-1 in the Copa del Rey on Tuesday to 
win 5-2 on aggregate and reach the semi-finals. 

 Sevilla, finalists in 2016, were in charge of this quarter-final with a 2-1 first leg 
success. 

 Today Real Madrid, leading 1-0 after the first leg, host Leganes with Alaves 
facing Levantes, while on Thursday Barcelona complete the quarter-finals 
against Espanyol. 
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 Crystal Palace has signed a centre back Jaroslaw Jach from Polish 
side Zaglebie Lubin on a three-year contract. 

 Jaroslaw Jach has two caps for Poland and is Palace manager Roy Hodgson’s 
second signing of the January transfer window. 

 Jach has made 20 appearances in all competitions for Lubin this season and 
was handed his first senior international caps in friendlies against Uruguay. 

 English winger Aaron Lennon completed his move to Burnley from 
Everton for an undisclosed fee. 

 The 30-year-old made 15 league appearances for Everton this season without 
scoring. His exit follows the arrival on Merseyside of Arsenal wide forward 
Theo Walcott last week. 

 Lennon told Burnley was the club I wanted to come to and I can’t wait to get 
started. 

 1st Israeli election won by David Ben-Gurion’s Mapai party in the year 1949. 
 In the year 1840 American naval expedition under Charles Wilkes is first to 

identify Antarctica as a new continent. 
 Military coup in Uganda was formed under Major General Idi Amin in 

year 1971. 
 PM Modi holds talks with Myanmar and Vietnam. 

 
 Amit Shah says BJP will contest Karnataka polls on its own. 

 
 Naveen Patnaik suspends LS MP Bijayant Panda from BJD. 

 
 Padma awards to be announced today. 

 
 After 20 years, ITBP float returns to republic day featuring China border. 

 
 First flight from Jewar likely by December 2021. 

 
 Army gifts T-55 battle tank to Azam Khan’s university in Rampur. 

 
 Google’s doodle celebrates Virginia Woolf on her 136th birthday. 

 
 Chinese company launches bike-sharing platform in Indian cities. 

 
 Indian telecom stocks fall after Jio cuts tariffs to counter Airtel data plans. 

 
 Google rolls out audiobooks with Assistant integration on Play Store. 

 
 NASA astronauts conduct first spacewalk of 2018. 

 
 Mascherano joins galaxy of stars in China. 

 
 Viswanathan Anand beats Gawain Jones in round 10 of Tata Steel chess. 

 
 Leganes knocked out Real Madrid from Copa del Rey. 
 The meeting between PM Modi and Myanmar State Counsellor Aung 

San Suu Kyi came nearly a month after India and Myanmar inked an 
agreement. 
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 In his bilateral meeting between Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Myanmar State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, two leaders discussed follow up 
on the key decisions taken during his visit to that country. 

 Vietnam is one the claimants of the South China Sea, of which more than 90% 
is claimed by China. 

 The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will go it alone in Karnataka, and 
contest every seat, party president Amit Shah said in an interview earlier 
this week. 

 The BJP chief says if general elections will take place today, the BJP would do 
better than it did in 2014. 

 The BJP will not only do as well as it did in 2014 in key states such as Uttar 
Pradesh but also make gains in Odisha, West Bengal, and the north-east, Shah 
said. 

 Bijayant Panda, the suave BJD MP from Kendrapara and a known 
critic of Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, was on Wednesday 
suspended from the party for “weakening” it. 

 Party president Naveen Patnaik has suspended Kendrapara MP Baijayant 
Panda from the primary membership of the BJD. 

 He said Panda did not campaign for BJD candidates in elections to panchayati 
raj institutions even in his own constituency, and indulged in anti-party 
activities, supporting opposition candidates. 

 The Padma awards, which seek to recognise works of distinction and 
exceptional achievements in different fields, will be announced today. 

 The awards Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri are 
announced on the eve of the Republic Day every year. 

 More than 15,700 people applied for the prestigious awards for 2018, with the 
government laying stress on honoring the unsung heroes. 

 After 20 years the Indo-Tibetan Border Police or the ITBP will return 
with its float in the Republic Day parade showing troops patrolling the China 
border on their newly-inducted snow scooters. 

 The Indo-Tibetan Border Police is the only paramilitary or border guarding 
force that will have a tableau in the parade. 

 The float will roll down the Rajpath with the tune of the force song ‘Hum 
Sarhad Ke Senani’, in the vocals of singer Sonu Nigam. 

 The last time the tableau of the ITBP featured in the parade was in 
1998. 

 Civil aviation secretary R N Choubey said the first flight from the second 
airport in the National Capital Region at Jewar could take off as early as 
December 2021. 

 Choubey, along with senior officials of Airports Authority of India, visited the 
site of the upcoming airport to assess the progress of the project. 

 The proposed international airport at Jewar is considered to relieve the 
congested Indira Gandhi International Airport. 

 The Army gifted a Soviet-era T-55 battle tank to a private university run 
by Samajwadi leader and former UP minister, Azam Khan. 

 The battle tank will be displayed at the campus of Mohammad Ali Jauhar 
University in Rampur. 

 According to reports, the battle tank was used in the Battle of Basantar during 
the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War. 

 It was reportedly inducted into the Indian Army in 1968 and was in service till 
2011. 
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 The T-55 battle tank, which weighs 36 tonnes, is equipped with a 100 mm 
calibre gun and two 7.62 calibre machine guns and one 2.7 mm anti-aircraft 
gun. 

 Today Google celebrates English novelist Virginia Woolf on her 136th 
birthday with a doodle. 

 Almost 77 years after her tragic death, her work still exerts significant 
influence on the literary world today. 

 She was one of the major icons of the feminist movement in the 1970s. 
 One of China’s leading bicycle-sharing companies has launched operations in 

India in a move aimed at market for sustainable and environment-friendly 
urban transport systems. 

 Ofo launched its dockless bicycle-sharing services in Pune and Coimbatore 
this week. 

 According to Chinese media, two Beijing-based companies, Mobike and Ofo, 
are valued at more than US$1 billion and lead the field. 

 Shares of Indian telecom service providers fell on Wednesday after 
Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd cut tariffs to counter bigger rival Bharti Airtel 
Ltd’s revision in data plans. 

 Bharti Airtel, India’s No.1 mobile carrier, revised its data plans earlier this 
week. 

 Shares of Airtel declined as much as 6.22% to 461.5 rupees on Wednesday, 
their lowest since October 18, 2017. 

 Taking on Amazon, Google rolled out audiobooks with Google Assistant 
integration on its Play Store in nine languages across 45 countries, including 
in India. 

 Like Apple’s iBooks and Amazon Audible, there is no monthly subscription fee 
required to purchase audiobooks. 

 The Google Assistant integration with audiobooks is available on Android, 
iOS, Chromecast, Android Wear, Android Auto or even your laptop. 

 Two NASA astronauts conducted the first spacewalk of the year while working 
on a robotic arm. 

 Astronauts Scott Tingle and Mark Vande Hei, crew members of the 
Expedition 54 aboard the International Space Station (ISS), spent about 
6.5 hours outside the space station. 

 The two astronauts replaced LEE-B with a spare that has been stored outside 
the ISS since 2009. 

 This is the 206th spacewalk conducted by astronauts at the ISS. 
 Argentine international defender Javier Mascherano enters the 

Chinese Super League’s most high-profile signing in a year. 
 Javier Mascherano joined Hebei China Fortune from Barcelona. 
 The 33-year-old is the biggest name to head to China since his fellow 

Argentine Carlos Tevez 12 months ago. 
 Mascherano got an official farewell on Wednesday and will say goodbye to 

fans at Thursday’s Copa del Rey quarter-final, second leg against Espanyol. 
 Viswanathan Anand defeated Gawain Jones in round 10 of the Tata 

Steel chess at Wijk Aan Zee on Wednesday evening. 
 Anand, who was playing with black, got the better of his opponent from 

England in 40 moves. 
 The win, his third in the tournament, meant Anand moved to 6 points from 10 

outings. 
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 Real Madrid crashed to a humiliating Copa del Rey exit on Wednesday 
when they were knocked out by little Leganes in the quarter-finals. 

 European champions Real lost 2-1 in the second leg at their Bernabeu home as 
the tie finished 2-2 on aggregate. 

 I am responsible for all of this. It’s a failure for me, said Zidane who recently 
signs a contract extension till 2020. 

 In the year 1482 “Pentateuch” the Jewish Bible is 1st printed as a book in 
Bologna, Italy. 
 

 John Logie Baird gives the first public demonstration of television in his 
laboratory in London in the year 1926. 

 Captain Arthur Phillip and British colonists hoist the Union Flag at Sydney 
Cove, New South Wales, in the year 1788 now celebrated as Australia Day. 

 The Jaipur Literature Festival 2018 begins today. 
 

 Labour Ministry Plans to Issue UWIN Cards. 
 

 10 ASEAN Leaders to attend India’s Republic Day Celebration. 
 

 Priyanka to be an ambassador of Harman Int. 
 

 Sushma Swaraj inaugurated the Bharat-ASEAN Maitri Park in Delhi. 
 

 Japan commits Rs 2,587 cr loan to Bengaluru water supply project. 
 

 India Ranks 177 In EPI 2018. 
 

 Vodafone And Flipkart Tie Up For 4G Smartphones. 
 

 Govt Collects Rs 86,703 Cr Under GST In December. 
 

 Ministry Of Road Transport & Highways Inks With IL&FS. 
 

 NSIC Inks Pact With Malaysia’s SME Corporation. 
 

 Narayanan takes the appointment as Director of ISROs Liquid Propulsion 
Systems Centre. 
 

 Usha Ananthasubramanian becomes first woman chairman of IBA. 
 

 Govt Announces Padma Awards 2018. 
 

 Tamil Nadu clinches men’s crown. 
 

 Bengali Actor Supriya Choudhury Passed Away. 
 The annual Jaipur Literature Festival (JLF) began in Rajasthan. 
 It was inaugurated by former Rajasthan governor Margaret Alva and British-

born American essayist and novelist Pico Iyer. 
 Poetry will be a dominant theme at 2018 JLF. 
 The event will be held at Diggi Palace, Amber Fort and Hawa Mahal of 

Rajasthan. 

www.rrbrecruitment.co.in

Note :The Information Provided here is only for Reference.It may vary the original.

http://www.rrbrecruitment.co.in/
http://www.rrbrecruitment.co.in/
http://www.rrbrecruitment.co.in/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The labour ministry will begin a drive in April to register over 47 crore 
unorganised sector workers and provide them with Unorganised Worker 
Index Number or UWIN Card. 

 It aims to bring them under the social security net and it also to provide the 
benefits of various social security schemes run by retirement fund body 
EPFO and state health insurer ESIC. 

 The UWIN Card would have a unique number which would be seeded 
with Aadhaar. 

 The Country celebrates its 69th Republic Day on 26th January in Rajpath, 
New Delhi. 

 The heads of ten ASEAN countries are chief guests at this Republic Day. 
 The family members of Corporal Jyoti Prakash Nirala (Posthumous) of the 

Indian Air Force (IAF) received India’s highest peacetime gallantry 
award, Ashok Chakra. 

 Harman International, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Samsung Electronics 
Co., announced that actor Priyanka Chopra will be its global brand 
ambassador. 

 The company said that the actor will be the face of the company for JBL and 
Harman Kardon audio brands. 

 Harman International deals with connected technologies for automotive, 
consumer and enterprise markets. 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj inaugurated the Bharat-ASEAN 
Maitri Park in the national capital. 

 ASEAN Secretary-General Le Luong Minh also attended the event, held at the 
Tughlaq Crescent, in the heart of Lutyens’ Delhi. 

 The two-day summit will give a boost to India-ASEAN cooperation in key 
areas of counter-terrorism, security and connectivity. 

 The Central government said the Japanese government has committed to 
an official development assistance loan of approximately Rs 2,587 crore for 
Phase 3 (I) of the Bengaluru Water Supply and Sewerage Project. 

 According to an official statement, this project will provide residents of Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagar Palike area in Karnataka. 

 The Government of Japan has committed JICA (Japan International 
Cooperation Agency) Official Development Assistance loan for an amount of 
Yen 45 billion (for the project. 

 India ranks 177th position among 180 countries in the Environmental 
Performance Index 2018. 

 The list was released by Yale and Columbia universities along with the world 
economic forum. 

 The report was released during the ongoing world economic forum in Davos, 
Switzerland. 

 The total revenue collection under GST for December 2017 (received up to 
January 24) was ₹86,703 crore. 

 Nearly one crore taxpayers have been registered under GST till January 24, 
2018, announced by Finance Ministry. 

 Average monthly collection in past five months is about ₹74,000 crore. 
 Senior scientist Dr V Narayanan takes charge as Director of ISRO’s Liquid 

Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC). 
 He succeeded S Somanath appointed as Director of Vikram Sarabhai Space 

Centre (VSSC). 
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 He played a vital role in the successful launch of GSLV Mk III vehicle in its 
maiden attempt in 2017 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre 
(SHAR), Sriharikota. 

 Ananthasubramanian, MD and CEO, Allahabad Bank, take the appointment 
as the first woman chairman of Indian Banks’ Association (IBA). 

 Usha was elected IBA Chairman for the year 2017-18 by its Managing 
Committee. 

 IBA Chairman’s position fell vacant following the superannuation of Jatinder 
Bir Singh. 

 Rajnish Kumar, Chairman, State Bank of India, takes the appointment as 
Deputy Chairman of IBA for the year 2017-18. 

 A MoU was signed between National Highways and Infrastructure 
Development Corporation (NHIDCL) under the Ministry of Road Transport & 
Highways, and Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services (IL&FS) Ltd. 

 It is for the construction of the 14.150 km long, 2-lane bi-directional Zojila 
Tunnel in Jammu & Kashmir.The total capital cost of the project is Rs 
6808.69 crore. 

 This would be India’s longest road tunnel and the longest bi-directional tunnel 
in Asia. The construction of this tunnel will provide all-weather connectivity 
between Srinagar, Kargil and Leh. 

 National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) signed a MoU with SME 
Corporation Malaysia for an exchange of information and cooperation. 

 The two entities will also work together for improving the competitiveness of 
Indian and Malaysian MSMEs in global markets. 

 Another agreement was also signed between Orchid Life (Malaysia) and Vimta 
Labs (India). 

 The awards Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri are 
announced on the eve of the Republic Day every year. 

 They are given in different fields and disciplines such as art, literature and 
education, sports, medicine, social work, science and engineering, public 
affairs, civil service, trade and industry. 

 The nominations are placed before the Padma Awards Committee, constituted 
by the prime minister. 

 Tamil Nadu beat Services by 94-86, in the final to emerge the men’s 
champion of the senior National basketball championship at the 
Nehru indoor stadium. 

 This is Tamil Nadu’s tenth title in the men’s category. 
 Railways beat Chhattisgarh 100-71 in the women’s final for its 28th title in 32 

years. Captain P.U. Navaneetha top-scored with 30 points. 
 Famous actress Supriya Devi passed away. She hails from West Bengal. 
 Supriya Devi acted in 45 Bengali films till 2006 with her last film being The 

Namesake. She is a Padma Shri award winner. 
 In the year 1888, The National Geographic Society is founded in Washington, 

D.C. for “the increase and diffusion of geographic knowledge”. 
 In 1973 US & North Vietnam’s William Rogers & Nguyen Duy Trinh sign 

cease-fire, ending longest US war and the military draft. 
 Lenin placed in Mausoleum in Red Square, Moscow in the year 1924. 

  Republic Day parade: In a first, BSF puts women on 2 wheels. 
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  RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat hoists Tricolour at Kerala school. 
 
  ASEAN leaders want India to be more pro-active in Indo-Pacific. 
 
  Rahul Gandhi to launch Congress campaign for Meghalaya assembly polls on January 30. 
 
  PM Modi holds talks with counterparts from Malaysia, Indonesia, Laos. 
 
  China to establish international courts to deal with BRI cases. 
 
  Republic Day celebrated in South Africa. 
 
  India, the US to hold first 2-by-2 dialogue of defence in April. 
 
  China likely to extend OBOR initiative across the Arctic unveils vision for ‘Polar Silk 

Road’. 
 
  Xiaomi replaces Samsung as the top smartphone seller in India. 
 
  Intel, Huawei achieve world’s first 5G NR Interoperability. 
 
  Padma awards: Foreign Awardees Range from Yoga Guru to Indologist. 
 
  Sevilla next up for giant-killers Leganes in Copa del Rey semifinals. 
 
  IPL Auction 2018 to take place today. 
 

   Unmukt Chand, Pradeep Sangwan help Delhi lift maiden Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy. On 
January 26, 2015, when 67 men from BSF’s Janbaaz bikers’ team put their 
acrobatic skills on display at Rajpath, they got a thumbs up from none other than 
the chief guest the then US President Barack Obama. 

 Three years later, BSF has once again managed to wow dignitaries from 10 ASEAN 
countries by putting women combatants on thudding two-wheelers for the first 
time. 

 A contingent of over 100 women riders who make history receive applause from 
PM, President, ASEAN dignitaries. 
 RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat on Friday hoisted the national flag at a CBSE-

affiliated private school in Kerala’s Palakkad. 
 The RSS chief unfurled the national flag at Vyasa Vidhya Peethom, a higher 

secondary school. 
 This time, BJP and RSS chose a private school known to be backed by pro-RSS 

Vidya Bharati Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Sansthan. 
 All 10 ASEAN leaders conveyed to India their desire for it to play a more 

assertive role in the strategically important Indo-Pacific region. 
 The desire by the ASEAN countries for a greater role by India in the Indo-

Pacific region assumes significance in the wake of rising tensions between 
China and a number of countries. 
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 Leaders of all 10 ASEAN member countries were here to participate at a 
summit meeting to mark 25 years of India-ASEAN ties and to attend 
India’s Republic Day celebration. 

 Congress President Rahul Gandhi will on January 30 launch his party’s 
election campaign for the February 27 Meghalaya Assembly elections. 

 Gandhi will address a rally at Tpep Pale playground in Jowai, the district 
headquarters of West Jaintia Hills in support of his party candidates in the 
seven assembly constituencies. 

 Congress President Rahul Gandhi will on January 30 launch his party’s 
election campaign for the February 27 Meghalaya Assembly elections. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday held bilateral talks with 
his Malaysian counterpart Najib Razak, focusing on ways to enhance 
counter-terror cooperation. 

 Secretary (East) in the external affairs ministry Preeti Saran said the two 
leaders also deliberated on enhancing cooperation in the infrastructure sector. 

 PM Modi also held a bilateral meeting with Prime Minister of Lao PDR 
Thongloun Sisoulith during which a range of issues of mutual interests was 
discussed. 

 China has decided to set up three international courts to deal with disputes 
related to its multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

 The Chinese Supreme People’s Court will set up international courts in 
Beijing, Xi’an, the capital of Shaanxi Province and Shenzhen. 

 Proposed by Chinese President Xi Jinping, the BRI focuses on 
connectivity and cooperation between Eurasian countries, primarily with 
China. 

 The 69th Republic Day was celebrated in South Africa with Indian Mission 
vowing to build a stronger relationship with the African country. 

 Indian High Commissioner Ruchira Kamboj addressing the audience said 
“South Africa is very close to our heart,” and the two countries share a “very 
special” relationship. 

 Consul General K J Srinivasa said 2018 also marks the 25th year of the 
resumption of formal diplomatic relations between India and South Africa. 

 India and the United States are expected to hold the inaugural edition of 
their defence and external affairs ministers called two-by-two here in 
Washington DC in April. 

 The announcement issued after a phone call between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and President Donald Trump on the eve of the Indian 
Independence Day. 

 Officials from both countries said the inaugural edition of the ministerial 
dialogue was expected earlier probably in New Delhi but did not because of a 
scheduling issue. 

 China on Friday outlined its ambitions to extend President Xi 
Jinping’s signature Belt and Road Initiative to the Arctic by developing 
shipping lanes opened up by global warming. 

 Releasing its first official Arctic policy white paper, China said it would 
encourage enterprises to build infrastructure and conduct commercial trial 
voyages. 

 China hopes to work with all parties to build a ‘Polar Silk Road’ through 
developing the Arctic shipping routes. 
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 Research firms Canalys and Counterpoint said Xiaomi has 
replaced Samsung as the top smartphone manufacturer in India, ending the 
years-long streak. 

 According to Canalys, Xiaomi shipped 8.2 million smartphones in India 
during the period between October and December last year. 

 In comparison, Samsung, Canalys said, shipped slightly over 7.3 million units. 
Xiaomi, with 25% market share, was the top smartphone seller in the nation, 
ahead of Samsung. 

 Deutsche Telekom (DT), Intel and Huawei announced achieving 
the world’s first 5G interoperability and development testing 
(IODT) with a commercial base station. 

 The test, based on Huawei’s 5G commercial base station and Intel’s third 
generation 5G NR Mobile Trial Platform (MTP). 

 Deutsche Telekom and Huawei began cooperation on 5G-network research in 
2015. 

 Deutsche Telekom and Huawei began cooperation on 5G-network research in 
2015. 

 Among 85 Padma awardees this year, 16 are foreigners given the prestigious 
award for their work in public affairs, art and dance, yoga, spiritualism, 
medicine, social work, trade, literature and education. 

 Among the prominent names are the late Russian ambassador to India 
Alexander Kadakin who has been given the Padma 
Bhushan posthumously. 

 V P Nanda, an OCI (overseas citizen of India), USA, has also been awarded the 
Padma Bhushan. 

 Leganes knocking the Spanish giants out of the Copa del Rey in midweek 
drew with Sevilla in Friday’s semi-final draw. 

 Holders FC Barcelona will face resurgent Valencia in the other last-four tie. 
 On Wednesday Real crashed to a humiliating exit when they were knocked out 

by little Leganes in the quarter-finals. 
 Another edition of the IPL is upon us but before comes the auctions. 
 The auctions throw surprises almost every year with some players becoming 

overnight millionaires. 
 Delhi lifted its maiden Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy after trouncing 

Rajasthan by 41 runs. 
 A comeback man Unmukt Chand hit a half-century and bowlers put up a 

united show in the final. 
 Chand produced the timely knock after in-form Rishabh Pant and 

veteran Gautam Gambhir got out cheaply. 
 Sangwan, Khejroliya and Negi kept chipping away at the batting lineup 

ensuring a facile Delhi victory. 
 In 1521, Emperor Charles V opened the Diet of Worms in Worms, 

Germany which lasted until May 25th. 
 London’s Pall Mall was the 1st street to be lit by gaslight in 1807. 
 Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice” was published by Thomas 

Egerton in 1813, in the United Kingdom. 
 Sir Stamford Raffles arrived in Singapore in 1819. 
 Fabian Gottlieb von Bellingshausen and Mikhail Lazarev led 

the Russian expedition and discovered Antarctica in 1820. 
 The name “Pakistan” was coined by Choudhry Rahmat Ali in 1933.  
 Now you can listen to All India Radio from anywhere in the world. 
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 Japan‘s foreign minister Taro Kono attended Indian embassy’s Republic 
Day celebrations in Tokyo. 

 Union Government to fund 90% of the cost of Ken-Betwa River 
linking project. 

 4 NH stretches to be used for emergency landing by IAF. 
 Finland‘s President Sauli Niinisto, won his second term. 
 India and Cambodia signed 4 pacts to boost connectivity and defence ties. 
 India and Seychelles signed an agreement that allows India to build 

military infrastructure on Assumption Island. 
 J&K Businessmen signed an MoU with it’s counterparts from PoK to boost 

cross-LoC trade. 
 Lulu Group to invest Rs 2,500 cr in Telangana. 
 Mahindra & Mahindra, set to manufacture and sell vehicles in Detroit, 

USA. 
 50 nations invited for trade talks by India. 
 India lost the Four-Nations Invitational Tournament to Belgium. 
 Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, administered the Khelo India pledge in 

New Delhi. 
 Listeners can now tune into All India Radio (AIR) by giving a voice 

command from anywhere in the world with the help of Amazon Echo 
service. 

 AIR has partnered with Amazon to provide the service on it’s Echo Services. 
 AIR Director General F Sheheryar said that in order to avail the ‘voice on 

demand’ service, the listeners need to buy ‘Echo’ device from the e-commerce 
platform of Amazon. 

 Centre has decided to fund 90% of its cost of over Rs 18,000 crore and 
planned to get its foundation stone laid by PM Narendra Modi for the Ken-
Betwa river-linking project. 

 The Government plans to implement the project in three years so that people 
of the parchedBundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh start getting its benefits before the 75th independence day in 2022. 

 Earlier, both the states had planned 60 (Centre):40 (State) funding pattern. 
 Now, the new 90 (Centre):10 (State) funding pattern would bring them on 

board to start construction of the project. 
 Union water resources minister Nitin Gadkari announced the decision at a 

function in New Delhi. 
 The first four highway stretches for emergency landing of fighter aircraft will 

come up in Jaisalmer (Rajasthan), Ramnathpuram (Tamil Nadu) 
and Puducherry regions. 

 National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has called for tenders to 
convert five km stretch of each of the three highway stretches as airstrips. 

 The projects will be funded by the government and will cost at least Rs 150 
crore. 

 Contractors constructing these stretches will be responsible for their 
maintenance for four years and they will be responsible for fixing any defect 
for that period. 

 Indian Air Force (IAF) had earlier cleared 12 NH stretches that can be 
developed as emergency landing airstrips for rescue operation teams to reach 
affected areas easily. 

 These stretches are in Rajasthan, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Assam, 
Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Tamil Nadu. 
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 Japan’s foreign minister Taro Kono, in a special  gesture, attended Indian 
embassy’s Republic Day celebrations in Tokyo. 

 Japan is, for India, the most important country in facilitating its Act East 
Policy. 

 India’s ambassador to Japan, Sujan Chinoy said, Taro Kono warmly recalled 
the close relationship between the two countries as personally experienced by 
him when he visited India last year at the invitation of the government of 
India. 

 There are about 1400 Japanese companies with over 4800 Japanese 
establishments in India. 

 Taro referred to 2017 as a great year for bilateral relations, particularly as the 
Japan India Year of Friendly Exchanges in which about 200 cultural 
events were held in India and Japan. 

 Finland’s moderate President Sauli Niinisto won his second term as 
president of Finland with 62.7 percent of the vote. 

 The 69-year-old Niinisto, is known for cultivating good relations with his 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin. 

 Niinisto became the first candidate to win a first round victory since the 
electoral system was changed to a direct popular vote in 1994. 

 Finland, which shares an 833-mile (1,340 km) border and a difficult history 
with Russia, has also developed closer ties with NATO but stopped short of 
full membership in line with a tradition of avoiding confrontation with Russia. 

 He was the first Western leader to meet Putin following the annexation of the 
Ukrainian peninsula, and he has also actively pushed for an air safety 
agreement in the Baltic region. 

 Sauli is a lawyer by training and he was the finance minister in the 1990s, 
known for his government’s austerity measures during Finland’s recession. 

 He lost his first wife in a car accident in 1995. He was in Thailand during the 
deadly 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami and survived by 
climbing up an electricity pole with his son. 

 Sauli is expecting a baby with his wife Jenni Haukio, 40. 
 India has invited 50 countries such as the US and EU to BRICS members, 

Kenya, Uganda and Australia for a mini-ministerial meeting in Delhi on 
March 19 and 20 to take the WTO talks forward. 

 The meeting comes even as it plans to seek a road map for a dialogue when 
trade ministers meeting in Davos for the first time since talks collapsed in 
Buenos Aires last month. 

 A senior government official said that India will seek a road map for 
agriculture and development issues. Trade ministers meet in Davos on Friday. 

 UAE-based conglomerate Lulu Group has signed an MoU with Telangana 
Government to invest Rs 2,500 crore in the retail and food processing 
industry. 

 The agreement was signed during the UAE visit of Telangana IT and 
industries minster KT Rama Rao. 

 Lulu Group will construct a mega shopping mall spread over 1.8 million sqft 
and and will also set up a food processing plant and a logistics-cum-export 
processing unit for fruits and vegetables in Telangana. 

 According to the company, the investments will lead to the generation of 
employment for 6,000 people in the state. 

 Yusuffali MA, Lulu Group chairman said, “Telangana being the newest state 
offers great potential for expansions and the kind of support and cooperation 
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we have been receiving from the state government has been very encouraging. 
We will begin the work within three months.” 

 With an annual turnover in excess of $ 6.9 billion and staff strength of over 
40,000 people, Lulu Group is considered a major player in areas such as 
retail, trading, shipping, IT, travel & tourism and education, among others. 

 Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M) is set to launch SUVs in the US, becoming the 
first Indian manufacturer to produce vehicles in America. 

 M&M will begin production in Detroit from March to roll out an off highway 
vehicle that will be sold across the US. 

 Mahindra’s Korean subsidiary Ssangyong has started preliminary work to 
identify and launch SUVs in US. “ 

 They may initially begin through completely-built unit (CBU import) route, 
and thereafter manufacture them at Detroit. 

 It is already selling tractors there and has an assembly operation at Houston 
in Texas. 

 Rick Haas, CEO of Mahindra Automotive North America (MANA), said 
production of the off-highway vehicle is the first critical step towards 
establishing credible passenger vehicle operations in the US. 

 The off-highway vehicle, an adaptation of a current Mahindra vehicle, has 
been in the works for the last two-and-ahalf years. 

 It has spent roughly $230 million for the operations in Detroit, including an 
engineering centre and a production setup that has a paint shop and an 
assembly facility. 

 The off-highway vehicle will be sold through the Powersports Dealer Network, 
a multibrand retail channel for all-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, snowmobiles 
and watercrafts. 

 Four agreements to enhance cooperation on security, connectivity and 
development assistance were signed by India and Cambodia. 

 PM Narendra Modi and his Cambodian counterpart Samdech Hun 
Sen discussed the pact on Saturday. 

 Hun Sen was on an official visit to India and had joined his Asean colleagues 
at the Republic Day parade. 

 MoU were signed on the prevention of human trafficking; a mutual legal 
assistance treaty in criminal matters; a cultural exchange programme; and for 
a Rs 234.8 crore line of credit for Cambodia’s Stung Sva Hab water resource 
development project. 

 The two sides also agreed to enhance bilateral defence ties, including through 
exchanges between senior-level defence personnel and capacity-building 
projects. 

 India promised to “complete the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral 
Highway and agreed to explore the possibility of extending the highway to 
Cambodia and beyond. 

 Both leaders agreed to have scheduled services operated by designated airlines 
in the future and support the expansion of air traffic rights and civil aviation 
arrangements to promote tourism. 

 India and Seychelles signed a revised agreement to allow India to build 
military infrastructure on Assumption Island. 

 The deal helps India expand its strategic reach in the Indian Ocean. 
 Foreign secretary S Jaishankar signed the agreement in Victoria on Saturday. 
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 Seychelles President, Danny Faure, said that the project is of utmost 
importance to Seychelles, and it attests to the kinship and affinity that exists 
between our two countries. 

 India’s foreign Secretary Jaishankar went to Seychelles in October and made 
amendments to the agreement. 

 Business representatives from Jammu, Kashmir and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir held a three-day meeting in Bangkok (Thailand) and signed an MoU 
to boost cross-border trade. 

 Secretary General of Jammu and Kashmir Joint Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (J&K-JCCI) Muzaffar Majid Jan said the meeting was for 
representatives of Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Jammu, Kashmir 
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, and prominent business leaders, Line of 
Control (LOC) traders as well as women entrepreneurs was convened by 
Conciliation Resources in Bangkok from 25-27th January. 

 He said important issues concerning each region were discussed by the 
representatives, the key focus being on the improvement of connectivity 
across the regions. 

 The new leadership of the J&K-JCCI assumed office for the new term of 2018, 
as per the prevailing traditions of this forum. 

 Javid Ahmad Tenga took the position of president, while Rakesh Gupta and 
Ghulam Murtaza assumed office as joint presidents. 

 The main ideas discussed to promote the LoC trade were inclusion of services 
in this context and advanced banking arrangements to facilitate a better and 
more effective trade process. 

 India was defeated by Belgium via penalty shootout in the final of the Four-
Nations Invitational Tournament. 

 Felix Denayer, Sebastien Dockier and Arthur van Doren scored for Belgium in 
the shootout. 

 Tanguy Cosyns (41), Cedric Charlier (43), Amaury Keusters (51′) and Felix 
Denayer (56′) scored during regulation time. 

 For India, Ramandeep Singh (29′, 53′), Nilakanta Sharma (42′) and Mandeep 
Singh (49′) were the goal scorers before the shootout. 

 Delhi pledged its support to Khelo India School Games at the Central 
Park in Connaught Place. 

 Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, minister of sports and youth affairs, 
administered the Khelo India pledge to hundreds of sports lovers. 

 The minister, who was India’s first individual silver medallist ever at the 2004 
Olympic Games, showed his enthusiasm by shooting hoops, playing table 
tennis and making a few chess moves. 

 He asked the youngsters to go out and play sports for a healthy new India. 
 He said that the objective of Khelo India is aimed at ushering a sports culture 

in the country. 
 Every year the sports ministry will take 1000 youngsters under the Khelo 

India programme and provide them with support to the tune of Rs. 5 lakh 
for the next eight years. 

 The Coca-Cola Company is incorporated in Atlanta, Georgia in the year 1892. 
 

 In the year 1896, Emile Grubbe became the first doctor to use radiation 
treatment for breast cancer. 

 In 1886 1st successful gasoline-powered car patented by Karl Benz in 
Karlsruhe, Germany. 
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 Indian Railway launches first touch-screen inquiry systems for passengers at 
New Delhi station. 
 

 Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram Thakur launches ‘Shakti’ app for women’s 
safety. 
 

 PM lauds ‘nari shakti’ in year’s 1st radio talk. 
 

 Budget Session 2018: Economic Survey to be tabled today. 
 

 Manipur CM awards Rs 20 lakh to Mirabai Chanu. 
 

 Australia plans to enter top ten defence export countries. 
 

 China approves the technical plan for 600 kmph maglev train. 
 

 Japan Finance Minister hails Indo-Japan ties in 2017. 
 

 Google Clips, the $249 AI-powered clip-on camera goes on sale. 
 

 Apple might launch four iPhones this year, including one with a large OLED 
display. 
 

 Chris Gayle goes to Kings XI Punjab, Rajasthan Royals stage up with Jaydev 
Unadkat bid. 
 

 Weeping Roger Federer hails emotional 20th grand slam title. 
 

 Suresh Raina recalled for South Africa T20Is. 
 

 Ikea founder Ingvar Kamprad dies at 91. 
 The Railways launched a one of its kind touch-screens for answering all 

queries of passengers including about navigation for accessing various 
facilities available at the New Delhi railway station. 

 Chairman Railway Board Ashwani Lohani launched the ‘Rail Yatri Guide 
Kiosk’ at the station, designed by the Delhi division. 

 The system comprises touch-screen kiosks with a 40-inch display of 3D-
digitized railway station map and helps the passenger at the touch of the 
screen. 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched the ‘Shakti’ app, which comes 
with a panic button, for women’s safety here. 

 The development of the app is done by the National Informatics Centre 
(NIC) of the Himachal Pradesh government. 

 Once triggered, the app would automatically send a message to the nearest 
police control room and start recording audio and video after 20 seconds. 

 The chief minister also launched the ‘GUDDIYA’ helpline number 
1515 and the ‘Hoshiyar Singh’ helpline number 1090. 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched the ‘Shakti’ app, which comes 
with a panic button, for women’s safety here. 

 The development of the app is done by the National Informatics Centre 
(NIC) of the Himachal Pradesh government. 
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 Once triggered, the app would automatically send a message to the nearest 
police control room and start recording audio and video after 20 seconds. 

 The chief minister also launched the ‘GUDDIYA’ helpline number 
1515 and the ‘Hoshiyar Singh’ helpline number 1090. 

 Drawing upon India’s tradition of ‘vidushis’, women 
exponents and champions of the Vedic period, PM Narendra Modi hailed 
the role of women in his first ‘Mann Ki Baat’ of the year. 

 The PM began with a tribute to Nasa astronaut Kalpana Chawla, who died on 
February 1, 2003, in the Columbia space shuttle disaster. 

 Today, our Nari shakti is assuming leadership roles. It is becoming self-reliant 
Modi added. 

 The Economic Survey of India will take place in both houses of Parliament 
as the budget session is set to commence today. 

 President Ram Nath Kovind’s address to a joint sitting of the Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha on Monday will mark the beginning of the Budget Session 
2018. 

 The Economic Survey is the ministry’s view on the annual economic 
development of the country. 

 The Budget session of the Parliament will take place from January 29 to April 
6. 

 The first phase will take place from January 29 to February 9 and the second 
phase from March 5 to April 6. 

 The finance minister will present the Union Budget 2018 for the fiscal 
year 2018-19 on February 1. 

 Chief minister N Biren Singh on Saturday handed over Rs 20 lakh 
to world weightlifting champion Saikhom Mirabai Chanu as 
appreciation and encouragement for her recent achievement. 

 He also assured Chanu that she will be offered a suitable government job 
soon. 

 He said it is a proud moment for all of us that Mirabai Chanu became the first 
Indian after 22 years to claim a gold medal in the 48-kg category at the World 
Weightlifting Championship. 

 The Australian government announced on Monday a new strategy to boost 
Australia into the ranks of the top 10 defence industry exporting countries 
within a decade. 

 The government will create a 3.8 billion Australian dollar (USD 3.1 billion) 
fund to lend to exporters that banks are reluctant to finance. 

 Australia is the 20th largest defence exporter with most of its exports 
including the Bushmaster armoured vehicle and the Nulka missile decoy. 

 China has approved a technical plan to build magnetic levitation train which 
can run at 600 kmph, said state-run CRRC Qingdao Sifang Co Ltd. 

 After queries and discussion, the reviewing team affirmed the plan and 
approved it unanimously on January 25. 

 The project is one of 18 national key research and development plans set by 
the Ministry of Science and Technology in 2016. 

 As a new and cutting-edge transit technology, high-speed magnetic levitation 
railway has attracted huge attention. 

 China has already built about 25,000 kms network of high-speed trains which 
travels at about 350 kmph. 
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 Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono has hailed the remarkable 
progress of Indo-Japan strategic ties in 2017, describing it as a great year 
for bilateral relations. 

 He said I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of 
India’s Republic Day and to express my appreciation to our host Ambassador 
Chinoy and Mrs Chinoy. 

 Japan and India are strategic partners that share values such as democracy, 
human rights and rule of law. 

 India is one of the most important partners in promoting our Free and Open 
Indo-Pacific Strategy. 

 Google Clips camera that uses Artificial Intelligence (AI) to figure out 
when it should take a picture or video, is now available for purchase on the 
Google Store. 

 However, the delivery of $249 tiny clip-on camera will not be done 
immediately. 

 The clip-on camera itself automatically adjusts its resolution according to the 
situation and has a 130-degree lens to fit more of the scene in the frame. 

 Even as we are months away from the launch of new iPhones, details about 
the upcoming iPhones keep coming in. 

 According to a report in DigiTimes, Apple will be launching two iPhones with 
LCD panel and two with OLED panels. 

 The report claims that iPhones with LCD panels will come with 5.7-inch or 
5.8-inch screen size and a larger 6-inch or 6.1-inch display. 

 Unsold on the first day of the auction, Chris Gayle goes to Kings XI 
Punjab for Rs 2 crore. 

 While Jaydev Unadkat becomes the costliest Indian with a bid of Rs 11.5 crore. 
 A total of four players from Afghanistan were bought during the two days of 

the auction. 
 Even after 20 grand slam titles, the tears gushing down Roger 

Federer’s cheeks after winning his sixth Australian Open crown on 
Sunday. 

 Having regained control to put down sixth seed Marin Cilic under a closed 
roof at Rod Laver Arena, Federer promptly lost it at the end of his victory 
speech. 

 Suresh Raina is named in the India squad for the South Africa T20I 
series which will take place next month. 

 Raina returns to the national setup after the last playing against England in 
February last year, also in a T20I series. 

 Pacer Shardul Thakur keeps has also been recalled but youngsters Shreyas 
Iyer, Basil Thampi, Mohammed Siraj, Deepak Hooda and Washington Sundar 
have been dropped. 

 Ikea founder Ingvar Kamprad, who built a global business empire and 
known for his contempt for taxes, died aged 91. 

 Born in 1926 in the southern Swedish region of Smaland, Kamprad founded 
the company at age 17. 

 In 1973 he fled Sweden’s higher tax structure for Denmark before seeking even 
lower taxes in Switzerland. 

 In the year, 1939 Hitler threatens the Jews during his speech to the German 
Reichstag (Parliament). 
 

 Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated by Nathuram Godse in the year 1948. 
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 Burned US Library of Congress re-established in 1815 with Thomas Jefferson’s 
6,500 volumes. 

 ADR report shows BJP received 89% of corporate donations in 2016-17. 
 

 Faridabad second most polluted city in the country, Gurgaon stands at 12th. 
 

 Foundation stone for Bandhwari waste unit likely to be laid Feb 15. 
 

 Sushma Swaraj to visit Nepal this week. 
 

 JD(U)’s Sharad Yadav faction to launch new party in February. 
 

 North Korea cancels the joint performance with South Korea. 
 

 India Institute launched at Birmingham University. 
 

 Alibaba, Foxconn lead $350 million in funding for Chinese electric car startup. 
 

 Nokia introduces ReefShark 5G chipsets, will start shipping in Q3. 
 

 OPPO partners Qualcomm to make 5G-ready smartphones. 
 

 China, Pakistan ink 6 agreements for the development of Gwadar port. 
 

 Vijay Keshav Gokhale takes the appointment as foreign secretary. Beckham 
formally handed Miami MLS franchise. 
 

 Liverpool’s Daniel Sturridge moves to West Brom on loan. 
 

 Australia to host World T20 in 2020 across eight cities. 
 The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) continues to be the favourite 

among corporate donors, getting Rs 290 crore of the Rs 325.27 crore donated 
to 10 political parties through electoral trusts in 2016-17. 

 A report by the Association for Democratic Reforms says BJP received Rs 290 
crore in donations while the nine other political parties, including the 
Congress, SAD, Samajwadi Party got Rs 35 crore through electoral trusts. 

 For its report, the ADR scrutinised the details furnished by all the 21 electoral 
trusts registered with the Central Board of Direct Taxes. 

 A report on air pollution data compiled by Greenpeace India revels cities 
of Gurgaon and Faridabad were among the most polluted cities in the 
country. 

 The report revealed that the average level of PM10 in Faridabad was 272 
making it the second most-polluted city in the country. 

 Though Gurgaon fared better than Faridabad, the PM10 level stood at 227 
making it the 12th most polluted city in the country. 

 The list of most polluted cities in the country was topped by Delhi, with the 
PM10 level at 290. 

 The foundation stone for the waste-to-energy (WTE) treatment plant at 
Bandhwari is likely to take place on February 15. 

 The MCG has started work at the Bandhwari landfill and a date for laying the 
foundation stone for the WTE plant. 
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 A waste-to-energy plant and a leachate treatment plant have been proposed at 
the site. 

 The WTE will start its operations from June 2019 onwards. 
 The estimated cost of the project is around Rs430 crore. 
 External affairs minister Sushma Swaraj will travel to Kathmandu on 

Thursday to hold discussions with Nepal’s political leaders on issues of mutual 
interest. 

 Swaraj’s two-day visit, which comes ahead of the formation of a new 
government by a Communist alliance headed by CPN-UML chief and former 
prime minister KP Oli. 

 It further said that the visit is in keeping with the tradition of regular high-
level political exchanges between India and Nepal. 

 Sharad Yadav faction of JD (U) on Monday said that it would launch a 
new party ‘Loktantrik Janta Dal’ (LJD) in New Delhi on February 20. 

 National general secretary of Sharad faction of JD(U) Arun Srivastava said 
here that they submitted three names Samajwadi Janta Dal, Aapna Janta Dal 
and Loktantrik Janta Dal (LJD) before the Election Commission (EC) for its 
mandatory approval. 

 Shrivastava said the EC officials have assured them of approving one of the 
three names within a day or two. 

 He said the new party will take a launch at Talkatora Stadium in New Delhi on 
February 20 with the participation of around 10,000 delegates from different 
parts of the country. 

 North Korea has cancelled a joint cultural performance with South Korea 
scheduled for February 4 blaming South Korean media. 

 The North said it has to call off the performance, which was to be held in the 
North Korean territory of Mount Kumgang, as South Korean media continued 
to insult what Pyongyang called “sincere”. 

 Early in January, North and South Korea launched rare talks to bring North 
Koreans to the Pyeongchang Winter Olympic. 

 The University of Birmingham on Monday launched its India Institute 
that will focus on teaching, research, policy analysis. 

 Called the “University of Birmingham India Institute”, its 
commemorative plaque was unveiled by Indian high commissioner YK Sinha. 

 The University of Birmingham is a civic university with a global outlook and 
there exists a special bond between Birmingham and India. 

 Alibaba Group Holding Ltd and Foxconn Technology Co Ltd have led 
a 2.2-billion-yuan funding round in Chinese electric car maker Xiaopeng 
Motors. 

 The latest injection brings the startup company’s total funding to 5 billion 
yuan. 

 Xiaopeng, which debuted its electric car at CES in Las Vegas this month, is 
one of several Chinese start-ups looking to speed up development of battery-
powered technology. 

 Nokia is introducing new silicon chipsets – the building blocks of its next-
generation 5G network gear. 

 Finland’s Nokia, the world’s No. 2 maker of mobile network gear behind 
China’s Huawei said the chipsets are set to ship in volume in the third quarter. 

 This chipset can be inserted into its existing AirScale family of 4G and 5G-
ready network gear. 
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 Dubbed ReefShark, Nokia said the chipsets triple capacity to 84 gigabits per 
second from 28 gigabits in its existing chip modules. 

 Chinese smartphone maker OPPO announced a partnership with global 
chip-maker Qualcomm to make 5G-ready mobile phones. 

 As part of the 5G Pioneer Initiative, Qualcomm will provide comprehensive 
solutions such as the radio frequency front-end field to OPPO. 

 OPPO plans to launch 5G mobile phones in 2019. 
 Pakistan and China signed six agreements on Monday for the 

development of Gwadar port. 
 Representatives from the two countries signed five agreements and a 

memorandum of understanding in the presence of Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi. 

 Prime Minister Shahid Abbasi inaugurated the Gwadar Free Zone, with state 
media describing it as another milestone in efforts to transform the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor into reality. 

 Vijay Keshav Gokhale, who is expert on China and East Asia, took charge 
as India’s foreign secretary. 

 Gokhale will be in the post for the next two years. 
 A 1981-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, Gokhale succeeds S Jaishankar. 
 Gokhale served as secretary (economic relations) in the Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA) before taking up the new role. 
 He was India’s Ambassador to China from January 20, 2016, to October 21, 

2017, before moving back to the MEA headquarters. 
 Former England captain David Beckham was officially awarded 

a Major League Soccer (MLS) franchise in Miami. 
 MLS Commissioner Don Garber said it is with tremendous pride that we 

welcome Miami to Major League Soccer. 
 Beckham first announced his plan for a team in the South Florida city four 

years ago but has faced a series of problems in finding a suitable venue. 
 Liverpool’s England forward Daniel Sturridge has joined West 

Bromwich Albion on loan until the end of the season. 
 Sturridge has scored 63 goals in 133 appearances for Liverpool after joining 

from Chelsea in January 2013. 
 West Brom is second-bottom of the league with 20 points from 24 games, 

three points outside the safety zone. 
 Eight cities across Australia will host the T20 World Cup in 2020 with 

the tournament to commence on October 18 and the final on November 15. 
 The women’s event kickstarts on February 21 and goes on until March 8. 
 Both finals will take place at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG). 
 Australia is extremely happy for hosting the ICC World T20 tournaments in 

2020. 
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	India, Japan to introduce AI, robotics in defence sector.


