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1. The horizontal distance from the material depot to the rail head is called:

(A) Lift

(B) Site distance

(C) Rail-head

(D) Lead

2. Which of the following devices is used to transfer the wagons or locomotives to and 

from parallel tracks without any necessity of shunting?
(A) Triangle

(B) Turntable

(C) Traverser

(D) Scotch block

3. Any movement of the locomotive in different planes, e.g., vertical, longitudinal, 

transversal etc., is known as:

(A) Oscillating motion

(B) Lurching motion

(C) Shutting motion

(D) Vibration

4. For the purpose of track maintenance, the numbers of turn out equivalent to one 

track km are
(A) 1

(B) 2

(C) 5

(D) 10

5. A parabolic curve introduced between straight and a circular curve or between two 

branches of a compound curve for ease, comfort and safety of movement of trains on 

curve is called:

(A) Spur curve

(B) Transition curve

(C) Summit curve



(D) Valley curve

6. Which of the following statements regarding ballast materials are correct?
(A) Brick ballast has poor drainage characteristics.

(B) Coal ash is not used as ballast with steel or cast iron sleepers.

(C) Gravel ballast gives better performance on soft formation.

(D) Sand ballast causes excessive wear on top of rail.

7. The limiting value of super elevation of board gauge in Indian Railways is:

(A) 16.50 cm

(B) 30 cm

(C) 15 cm

(D) 10 cm

8. Consider the following surveys.

    1. Reconnaissance survey

    2. Preliminary survey

    3. Traffic survey

    4. Location survey

The correct sequence in which these surveys are conducted before the alignment of a 

track is finalized is

(A) 1, 3, 2, 4

(B) 1, 3, 4, 2

(C) 3, 1, 4, 2

(D) 3, 1, 2, 4

9. The movable tapered end of the tongue rail is known as:

(A) Heel of switch

(B) Toe of switch

(C) Stretcher bar

(D) Throw of switch

10. If ‘θ’ is the angle formed by two gauge faces, the crossing number will be
(A) Tanθ

(B) Cotθ



(C) Secθ

(D) θ rad
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1. In railways, super elevation is provided to:

(A) Facilitate drainage

(B) Counteract the centrifugal push

(C) Counteract the centripetal pull

(D) Have all the effects mentioned above

2. Vertical curves are provided where algebraic difference between grades is equal to 

or
(A) Less than 2 mm/m

(B) More than 2 mm/m

(C) Less than 4 mm/m

(D) More than 4 mm/m

3. The tractive resistance of the route in railways as compared to roadways will be:

(A) Same

(B) More

(C) Low

(D) Not comparable

4. Switch angle is the angle between
(A) The gauge face of the stock rail and tongue rail

(B) The outer face of the stock rail and tongue rail

(C) The gauge face of the stock rail and outer face of the tongue rail

(D) The outer face of the stock rail and the gauge face of the tongue rail

5. The railway track from which a train is to be diverted is called:

(A) Branch track

(B) Points and crossing



(C) Main or through track

(D) All above

6. Lead of crossing is the distance from the
(A) Heel of the switch to the toe of the switch

(B) Heel of the switch to the theoretical nose of the crossing

(C) Toe of the switch to the theoretical nose of crossing

(D) Toe of the switch to the actual nose of crossing

7. Which of the following is not a part of rail engine?

(A) Tender

(B) Stream turbine

(C) Boiler

(D) Fire box

8. Which of the following mechanical devices is used to ensure that route cannot be 

changed while the train is on the point even after putting back the signal?
(A) Detectors

(B) Point lock

(C) Lock bar

(D) Stretcher bar

9. The members laid transversely under the rails for supporting and fixing them at the 

gauge distance apart is known as:

(A) Fastenings

(B) Sleepers

(C) Ballast

(D) Fish plate

10. In a shunting signal if the red band is inclined at 45° it indicates
(A) Stop

(B) Proceed

(C) Proceed cautiously

(D) None of the above

All Answers



Answers 

1. Answer: Option B 2. Answer: Option D 3. Answer: Option C 4. Answer: Option A 5. Answer: Option C 6. 

Answer: Option B 7. Answer: Option B 8. Answer: Option C 9. Answer: Option B 10. Answer: Option B

1. In India generally the sleeper density of sleepers per rail length used is:

(A) 18

(B) 30

(C) 12

(D) 24

2. A treadle bar is used for
(A) Interlocking points and signal

(B) Setting points and crossings

(C) Setting Marshalling yard signals

(D) Track maintenance

3. To reduce the intensity of pressure particularly on soft variety of sleepers, a 

rectangular plate is introduced between the rails and the sleepers. This is known as:

(A) Fish plate

(B) Chair

(C) Saddle plate

(D) Bearing plate

4. The desirable rate of change of cant deficiency in case of Meter Gauge is
(A) 20 mm/sec

(B) 35 mm/sec

(C) 55 mm/sec

(D) 65 mm/sec

5. In locomotive ‘hunting’ is:

(A) Movement of locomotive in vertical plane perpendicular to its movement along the track

(B) Sinuous path taken by engine as against the alignment of the track

(C) Motion after brakes have been applied

(D) Combination of A and B above



6. Normally maximum cant permissible in Meter Gauge is
(A) 75 mm

(B) 90 mm

(C) 140 mm

(D) 165 mm

7. For wooden sleepers, size of the ballast should be:

(A) 2.54 cm

(B) 10.16 cm

(C) 3.8 cm

(D) 5.1 cm

8. The art of providing an outward slope of __________ to the treads of wheels of rolling 

stock is known as coning of wheels.

(A) 1 in 30

(B) 1 in 10

(C) 1 in 4

(D) 1 in 20

9. Switch angle depends on

    (i) Heel divergence

    (ii) Length of tongue rail

    (iii) Flange-way clearance

    (iv) Throw of switch

The correct answer is

(A) (i) and (ii)

(B) (ii) and (iii)

(C) (iii) and (iv)

(D) (i)and(iv)

10. The distance through which the tongue rail moves laterally at the toe of the switch

for movement of trains is called
(A) Flange-way clearance

(B) Heel divergence

(C) Throw of the switch

(D) None of the above
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1. When a rail loses its weight by 5%, it should be renewed and the old one can be 

used on unimportant tracks, but the rails which have lost their weight by more than 

________, should not be used on any track under any circumstances.

(A) 8 %

(B) 33.3 %

(C) 10 %

(D) 20 %

2. Arm type fixed signals, fitted on a vertical post fixed at the side of a track, are 

called:

(A) Warner signals

(B) Starter signals

(C) Semaphore signals

(D) Cab signals

3. Yellow light-hand signal indicates
(A) Stop

(B) Proceed

(C) Proceed cautiously

(D) None of the above

4. A dynamometer car is used for:

(A) Tourists

(B) Dinning facilities

(C) Inspection of administrative officers

(D) Recording the condition of track

5. Consider the following statements about concrete sleepers.

    1. They improve the track modulus.

    2. They have good scrap value.

    3. They render transportation easy.

    4. They maintain the gauge quite satisfactorily. Of these statements



(A) 1 and 2 are correct

(B) 2 and 3 are correct

(C) 3 and 4 are correct

(D) 1 and 4 are correct

6. The gradual or tapered widening of the flange-way which is formed by bending and 

splaying the end of check rail or wing rail away from the gauge line is known as:

(A) Flare

(B) Toe

(C) Heel

(D) Loop

7. The rails are welded by:

(A) Thermit welding

(B) Gas welding

(C) Arc welding

(D) MIG welding

8. The length of a wooden sleeper for broad gauge track is:

(A) 1.83 m

(B) 1.52 m

(C) 2.74 m

(D) 1.676 m

9. The measure of stiffness of track required to produce a unit depression in the track 

is known as:

(A) Tractive force

(B) Load capacity

(C) Gauge

(D) Track modulus

10. Number of keys used in CST-9 sleeper is
(A) 2

(B) 3



(C) 4

(D) None of the above
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